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How. Ni. L~. MOSS: Because the cir-
cuniatances are so different. If I thought
that I could tot' a moment conscientiously
agrree to this measure passing into law-
I have had a request made to tile by the
Perth Chamber of Commerce, and many
friends in Fremautle hiave asked me to
sul port this measure-I would reaily do
so. But after T have talked to those
persons individually, poi nting out to them
what I am flow explaining to the House,
I made every one of them waver, and they
have come to the conclusion that this is
ab wrong thing to do. I do not want to
ment ion namies in this House, but gentle-
men connected with large institutions in
this State are opposed to the passing
into law of this measure, absolutely
opposed to it, and they arc largely
interested in business in Western Aus-
tralia. They would not he opposed to
it if the measure were desirable; hut
when they have had these things pointed
out to themn, they recognise that the
measure can be nothing but a great en-
cnibrance to business transactions. Our
present Bills of Sale Act provides ample
safeguards for ordinary transactions. I
would, however, like to see one amend-
meat in the existing Act, because there
has been a doubt expressed as to the ap-
plication of Sections 30 and 31, which
make a bill of sale void in the case of a
past debt if a creditor obtains a judg-
ment within three mionthis or if the
grantor becomes bankrupt within six
months. A doubt has been expressed in
the ease of a grantor who disposes of the
g-oods before becoming bankrupt, as to
whether the creditors can compel the
grantee to disgorge. A provision to malke
him disgorge would be admirable and de-
sirable legislation to add to the Bills of
Sale Act. I am going to make this state-
ment, notwithstanding any statistics
which the Colonial Secretary may possess,
that for one transaction wherein bills of
sale are used as instruments off fraud, 100
transactions go through in this State
with the law as stringent as it is, which
are straightforward and honourable. I
am much inclined to think that this
legislation has been designed to cateh one
rogrue in 500, regardless of the fact that
it will harass the 499 honourabiv people
who resort to this means8 of doing legiti-
mate business. In the city of rerth the
provisions of this Fuseasure might work as

well its they do in die State of Victoria;
but those members of this House who
represen t const ituencies re moved far f rom
thle centre of business inay well pause to
consider the targuments 1 have adduced
against this measure.

MEMBER:- Could not we divide the
IState into districts ?e

HON. 31. L. M1OSS: This thing is as.
Iha.d as it can he. I urn not prepared to
advocate the measure att all ; but I am
not going to take the responsibility of

Imoving that the Bill be read this day six
months. I shall vote against the measure,
and 1 have given some reasons. I could
go on giving reasons for opposing it, but.
I do not wish to detain the House longer.
I think thle Bill has nothing to recoin-
mend it.

On Motion by RONs. C. SozsRsns,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMELNT.
On motion hy the COLONIAL SECRE-

TARY, resolved thalt the 'House at its
risingt do adjourn util the next Tuesday.

The House adjournled a10:01-fingl)- aIt
6132 o'clock.

Ike g is tat iv bC
Weudnesdary, 15th

(.45 Srut bI U,
August, 1906.
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Q'UESTION-BACON CURING, CON-
CESSIONS TO MR. HUTTON,

MR. DAVIES asked the Minister for1
Lands -

i, 1)id the Government give Mr. Hut-
ton any monetary assistance iii the erec-
tion. of his bacon factory at. South Fre-
mantle ?

2, If so, to what extentP
3, Upon what terms and conditions did

hie get the present site for his factory
from the Government?

4, Did the Government, at the time
they gave Mr. Hutton the assistance to
erect the factory, make any proviso with
regard to his taking a fixed supply of
pigs from the farmers of this State we'ekly
or monthly ?

5, If not, why did they give the assist-
ance to Mr. HuttonP

6, What special concessions has Mr.
Hutton received from the Government ?

7, Is it a fact that Mr. Farmer made
.application to the Government for erec-
tion of a siding on certain lands at
Subiaco ?

8, If so, why was it refused?
9, If Mr. Farmer made an application

for a siding at South Fremantle for
factory purposes, would the Government
be prepared to assist him to the extent
that they have assisted Mr. Hutton?

THiE MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied:-

Iand z, None whatever.
3, A lease under Section 152 of the

Land Act, for 21 years, at £2 10s. per
annum. per acre, and 5 acres of land at
auction at a price of £50 an acre.

4, No.
5, No assistance given.
6, Permission to introduce breeding

pigs into the State in batches of not
more than 100 at a time, subject to
special quarantine regulations, and on
the condition that they are sold to Settlers
at cost price.

7, No.
8, Answered by No. 7.
9, Yes; provided there is no objection

from a railway point of view, and Mr.
Farmer is prepared to do what Mr.
Hutton did, namely pay for it. Every
assistance was given to Mr. Farmer to
secure a suitable site for a, factory. He
was offered a similar block of land to
that held by Mr. Hutton, and adjoining

the latter's, but ref used it on the grounds
that the sea. air was detrimental to the
business. The Lands Department then
tried to arrnwge with the Subiaco Muni-
cipal Council for that body to lease a,
portion of its endowment to Mr. Farmer,
but without success., Mr. Partner was
also supplied with free railway' passes to
various ceutres of the State.

QUESTION-MINING ACCIDENT.
IVANHOE,

Aft. SCADDAN asked the Minister
for Mines: i, Has% his attention been
drawn to the sworn evidence of Inspector
of Mines Hudson, given before the coro-
ner's inquiry into the cause of the fatal
accident to George Morgan at the Ivanhoe
Mine recently, wherein hie (the inspector)
stated that the ladders above the 300ft.
level (the scene of the accident) were not
in accordance with the provisions of the
Mines Regulation Act? z, If so, what
action does he intend to takeP 3, Has
the Inspector of Mines reported that the
men working in the shaft at the timne
were compelled to remain there for muany
hours, and that provisions had to be
lowered to them during that time ?

THEr MINISTER FOR MINES re,-
plied: i, Only to the evidence as reported
in the Kalgoorlie Minor of Saturday, the
11th inst. 2, I will not take any action
until a copy of the official notes of evid-
ence is before me. 3, The report of the
Inspector of Mines is not yet to hand.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the MINITER FR WORKS. 1,

Goldieds Water Supply Administration
-Balance-sheets and Accounts to 30th
June, 1907. z, Goldflelds Water Supply
Administration-Additional By-laws.

By the MINISTER FOn. MINES:- Papers
dealirdg wish the question of the Queen
Margaret South Lease, Bulong; asked
for by Mr. Lynch.

By the FaRxiES: Public Service Com-
missioner's first Annual Report.

POLICE OFFEINCES INQUIRY.
CHANGE OF MEMBERS (2).

Ma. TROY moved that the hon. mem-
bers for Kanowna and Dundas be dis-
charged from service on the Select Coin-
mittee on the Police Offences Bill, on the
ground of urgent private business,

[ASSEMBLY.] Police OfenceR''qfc.
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-Ma. HOLMIAN seconded.
THE PREMIER moved an -amend-

mieat, that the following words be added
to the miotion :--" And that the lion.
members for Forrest arid East Perth he
appointed in place of the members sI)
discharged."

Tnso MINISTER YOU MIINES
seeooded the amendment.

Anmendmnent p2Isstql; question as
amnde~ld agreed to.

MOTION-EMPRESS OF COOLGARDIE
G.M. LEASE INQUIRY, THE RE COM-
MENDATIONS.

Mnt. A. A. HORAN {Yilgarn) moved:
'That the report of the select commnittee

appointed in October, 1901., to inquire into thle
forfeiture of the Empress of t'oolgardie Lease,
which report was sublmitted to thin House in
November, 1004, should be given imumediate
consideration by the Government so far as
it affects the applicants for the lease in
question.
He said: In moving this motion on a
question that has been somewhat historic
in the House, I ask nmcmbers to give me
their attention so that the 'y may be
enabled to arrive at a, conclusion when I
complete my remarks. This matter was
(discuissed very fully in the last Parlia-
mient; but a general election has taken
place since, and. many new faces are in
this Chamber, so that to a great extent I
ask the new members of Parliament to
pay closte attention to what I have to say,
and I shall cut my remarks down as far
ats possible, and will deal only with the
salient features of a case that has been of
an extremely complex nature from its
inception. More especially do I say this
in view of the fact that the motion
appears at first sight to be a harmless
one. Practically a similar motion was
carried during the last session on the
proposal of Mr. Rason, at that time
Leader of the Opposition. My object in
putting this motion in its present form is
to comply with the rules of the House
and enable members, by an expression of
opinion on the question, to authorise the
Minister for Mines and the Government
of the day to give that relief to the
persons concerned which, so far as I can
see, cannot be achieved in any other
direction. I am compelled to go as briefly
as possible over the history of the Empress
of Coolgardie G.M. lease: It is situated

in my elettorate, between Coolgardie aind
Burbank-;, and contains about 14 acres.
Many years ago, when the Coolgardie
goldifelds were just breaking out, it was
a property that was esteemed at con-
siderable value. The Great Boulder
G.M. Company, withi which Mr. Zebina,
L~an e and several other well- known people
were connected, floated this; property at
one time for an amount running to
£100,000, and the property was con-
sidered of even greater value at one time
than the Great Boulder. However, the
glimmer and glamour of the Goldlen Mile
attrazted the attention of investors, and
the property was left unworked. Mean-
while it was secured by a, company
known as the Pheuix G.M. Ooinpany. I
need only allude to the prominent fea-
tures that obtrude themselves on this
case so as to enable members to keep the
most salient features in their minds. The
Phoenix Company secured the property;

Ithey were registered in England withi a
icapital of about.£100,000, and they bad
altogether 294 acres of mining land in
Western Australia. There was not a
single shareholder here nor a single
creditor. After they had worked the

prpryfor some time they decided, on
acutof some financial complications

that arose in England, to go into liquid&-
dation. Meanwhile the whole of the
properties in Western Australia, both en
the Eastern Goldfields districts and also
the Murchison district, were unworked-
altogether 24.4 acres-and in the mean-
time they were proceeding to reconstruct
the company, and they succeeded in doing
so. The property remained unworked for
a&couple of years. We have that later on
in the sworn evidence of the attorney of
the Phcenix Company, a man named

IGriffith. I would ask members not to
Iconfuse this person's name with the
Griffith gold mine, which is almost
adjacent, in the Coolgardie district.
They are totally different persons. The
property was passed over subsequently
to the Crown Gold Mining Company,
which) was formed by way of liquidation,
a.nd thech really sprang, phcenix-like,

frmteashes of the previous company.
In this connection I desire to say that the
property remained unwork-ed for about
twelve months, a-ccording to the sworn

Ievidence of persons as to whose reliability
I will enable the -House to decide later
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on. A person named Browne, a prospec-
tor who was wvell-known throughout the
goldfields, and who went into the far
interior and made thousands of pounds,
fortunes out of mining, and spent them in
mining, took advantage of the sections of
theMining Act which enabled him to watch
the property, and when it was net worked
in compliance with the labour conditions
lie lodged a plaint in the warden's court
in Coolgardie. 'The hearing of the plaint
cato on at a later date. I may here say
that in this case 1 hold no brief for
Browne; but 1 want to see justice
dlone in a case which appears to me to
justify some liberal consideration on the
part of the Government, for reasons
which I am going to advance later 01].
And I am backed up not only by my own
principles of justice and right, but by the
whole of the Prospectors' Associatiou on
the goldfields, the prospectors and lease-
holders numbering from 3,000 to 5,000
people, who have watched the proceedings
in connection with this matter, and
they think that the applicant for this
lease, Daniel Browne, has been very un-
fairly treated. Shortly after the plaint
was heard in the warden's court Warden
Finnerty commented upon the matter,
and in the ordinary process sent his
recommendation to the Minister for
Mines. The attorney for the Phonix
Company raised the objection that the
lease was protected, by Section 114 of
the Companies Act of 189.3, from com-
pliance with the labour conditions as laid
down by the Mining Act. Warden
Finnerty himself did not consider that
this was the case, and 1 suppose
members know very well that Warden
Finnerty is one of the most experienced
and trustworthy wardens we have, and
the senior warden of the whole of the
goldfields of Western Australia. Farther-
more, he possesses a strong sense of
natural justice, and he knows just as
much and a great deal more about
mining laws in this State than most of
the legal fraternity. In the recom-
mendation sent on to the Minister for
Mines, he doubted very much whether
Section 114 of the Companies Act ap-
plied. That section says that when the
property of a company is in liquidation
no action shall be taken by any person
against the property of that company
without the leave of the Supreme Court

being obtained. The suggestion put forth
by Griffith, as attorney for the Phoenix
Company, was that no man could take
advantage of Section 45 of the Mining
Act to) jumap a claim unless he hald the
authority of the Supreme Court to do so,
and that leave of a Judge of the Supreme
Court would need to he secured before
any action could be taken. Warden
Finnerty sent his report, and stated that
in his opinion it would] be a gross in-
justice if the Act could he made to apply' .
He himself did not think it could. I
wish the Attorney General (Hon. N.
Keenan) were in his place. Warden
Finnerty said in his report that this
companly was simply dummnying tijese
leases for speculative purposes. to dis-
pose of them to better advantage on-
the English market. It came before
the Minister at that time, and hc is
now Minister (Mr. Gregory), who
reported upon the case, and was strongly
of opinion that the lease should be for-
feited ; but he put in a saving remark iii
his minute to the effect that if Section
114 of the Companies Act did apply,
another course would have to be adopted.
The matter passed on to the Attorney' -
General, at thalt time Mr. Walter James,
and he expressed an opinion very strongly
that Section 114 of the Companies Act
did not apply, and that it would bep quite
impossible to allow the mining properties
of very great area to be held in absolute
idleness, to permit companies, for specu-
lative purposes in England, to arrange
better conditions between themselves and
their financiers; in other words, to en-
tirely abrogate the whole of the labour
conditions here. The question was then
submitted to the Crown Solicitor, Mr.
Sayer. Mr. Sayer expressed some doubt
as to whether or not the section of this
Act did apply. And he suggested, and
very rightly so, that the power of the
Minister to forfeit this lease existed inde-
pendently of that particular section of
the Mining Act under which the plaint
was lodged. In due course both the
Attorney-General (Mr. James) and Mr.
Sayer recomnmended to the Minister that
the forfeiture of this lease should be
granted. It was duly granted, and the
Minister approved of it. Under the par-
ticular section, 45 1 think it is-I am
not going to worry members about
numbers or dates, for I am going to
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speak only on the principle-a preferen-
tial right is given to the person who
applies for forfeiture. The lease was
forfeited under Section 40 and Section
12 of two different Acts, which authorised
the Minister to mnake forfeiture, but did
not give the preferential right that Sec-
tion 45 would have done. The object of
the preferential right is that where haif-
a-dozen people, for instance, may go and
peg out a mine, the first man who reports
the alleged owners for noncompliance
with the labour conditions shall have a
preferential right to secure that lease.
Afterwards, if it so happens that there is
no other applicant, the question of pre-
ferential right at once disappears. In this
case there was only one applicant for the
lease in question. The forfeiture having
been duly approved of, the Minister
(Mr. Gregory), being aware of the fact
that the lease was forfeited under a
different section of the Act from that
which the applicant might have thought,
took the very proper course, and very
generouscourse I think, of advising the ap-
plicant that the lease would be forfeited
on a certain date, that it would be gazetted
forfeited, and he should be there in time
to take it out; that he had no preferential
right, and if anyone got ahead of him he
would stand by the loss. The Gazette
notice of this duly appeared in Perth,
and Browne was wired to in Coolgardie
to travel out at once to the lease in ques-
tion and peg it out and take possession
of it. Of course Browne was not aware
at this time of the peculiarities of the
case. He was more skilled, in all probe-
bility, in the art of mining than in the
artifices 'of the law, and therefore he
thought that when his plaint for for-
feiture had been successfully heard in the
Coolgardie Warden's Court he bad pos-
session of the property. Shortly after-
wards he set to work, employed men and
money, bought plant, and he was in the
uninterruped occupation of this property
for about four or five months, and spent,
as the Minister for Mines knows from
the returns submitted to him, £21,749 in
absolute c-ash out of his own pocket.
Shortly afterwards Mr. Griffith, the at-
torney for the Phoenix Company, secured
the services of Messrs. Keenan & Randell
in Coolgardie, who applied on his behalf
in order to press the application of this
section of the Companies Act and the

Mining Act, and there were several letters
to the Lands Department, and thence of
course to the Minister for Mines. The
lpurport of those letters was that leave
should be obtained from the Supreme
Court before any action could lie taken
in the warden's court. In this State, as
eveyone knows, the mining industry is
govei-ned by the Mining Act. Under that
there is scarcely any appeal from any
decisions given by the Minister. The

IMinister has great power, and the warden
is only the representative of tie Minister,
the Minister giving the final decision.
Isubmit that it is the Mining Act which

governs the mining industry here, and
where the labour conditions such as in
this case were entirely abrogated and dis-
regarded, the person who failed to com-.
ply with the conditions should be held
subservient to the Mining Act, and
governed by that Act alone. I will
quote my authorities later on to support
my contention. Messrs. Keenan & Ran-
dell wrote several letters, and I may here
say, although the Attorney General is
not in his place, that as far as he is con-
cerned I do not think he knows a single
thing about this case. It was conducted
by his Coolgardie office, and any remarks
I have to make on M~essrs. Kteenan &
Randell will not have the slightest effect
upon that gentleman. After the exchange
of several letters Messrs. Keenan & Ran-
deli found that practically they had not
a leg to stand on. The Crown Law De-
partment advised that the forfeiture was
perfectly genuine under certain sections
of the Act.. Then when the question
cropped tip as to whether or not Browne
should have got the lease in the terms of
the application before the warden's
court and in accordance with the prin-
ciples that governi the Crown leases of
this State, it was submitted in the usual
way to the Crown law IDepartmient. I
am assured by Messrs. Keenan & Ran-
deli's firm themselves that they had not

I the slightest hope of getting the lease
iback, because they knew that the pro-
ceedings had been correct in every par-
ticular and that the Mines Department
stood on velvet throughout the whole
process so far as they were concerned.
At this stage, strangely enough, after the
matter had been referred to the Crown
Law Department again, Mr. Sayer, after
the lapse of six or seven weeks, and no
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reply had been received from Messrs.
Keenau & Randell respecting the Phwnix
Comnyn, instead of autliorising the
Mfinister for Mines to hjandl over the lease
to the applicant Browne, actually sug-
gested in one of is commiuniieation s to the
opposite side the adlvisability, if they
wvanted the lease back, of sendinlg init peti-
tioni of right to the Governor ini termns
of Section 52 of the- Mines Act of 1900.
This 10r-jierty a t that timet was Crown,
landl which had beenl forfeited, antd one
wvould reasonably inmagine that the Crown
Solicitor shouldi conserve the rights of
thle Crown in order to see t hat I he M1in-
ing Act is observedl, and that justice is
done all round. But he actually goes
aLnd snggests to Messrs. Keenani and
Randell in CoolgiLrdic that they canl get
the property hack by at petition of right
to the Governor, whiilst all the ivile
they have been writing letters saying
that the action of the Government lip to
that stage has been in perfe~tly genuine
style. He turns round to the opposite
side and suggests the mneans whereby
they can get back the plrop~erty. I miuch
question whether, if solicitors here repre-
senting people on different sides of the
House, were to do a thing like that,
they would not be brought up) before
the Barristers' Boa~rd for something so
much akin to unprofessional conduct.
A petition of right was duly sent on to
the Governor. Messrs. Keenan and Ran-
dell thanked the Crown Solicitor for his
kind suggestion. Small wonder! Whben
they fond that they hadl not the slightest
hope by law of getting the property back,
and whien the Crown Law Department
showed them a loophole by which they
could do so, of course they took -advan-
tage of it. Thle petition of right was
passed on from the Governor to the Pre-
nier and Attorney General (Mr. Walter
lames), and Mr. Walter James minuted
to the following effect:-*The action
taken up to the present has been per-
fectly correct, but there is no reason to
consider that the company have been
harshly dealt with. On the other band
it was possible that the company may
have been misled into the belief that they
were protected by Section 114I of the
Companies Act; and under the circum-
stances it would perhaps be as well to re-
instate the lease on thepayinent of a line,
which fine should be handed over to the

aIli ant, for the lease in qu estioin.'' The
Attorney General at. that time sai'l that
the compainy had beer, misled inlto I he
belief that thywere protectedl by Section
114 of thie Conianies Act, and that
sonie h ing was law which was not I le
law. Therefore I do not consider that I
am going oiutsidle, the case when I say
that it would appear that, at that tim ijall
least, there Was one law for thle r'ichi Itan
anid one fur the potor. Supposing Browne,
the applicanit. had imiade sonc mistake,
soni1c techlinical error in his plaint, had
forgottelb to pitt in thle date or the
numnler of his mniner's right, do members
think for a mnment that all the machinery
of the Crown Law Department wvould
have been set in motion to protect his
interest and secure for him the ret urin of
at lease lie had lo st ? Oil the vontrary,
no ;I venturie- to sayv that lire would have
lbee, bowled out of court in nto tinie butl
when it is at wea Ii y comlpany' the Crown
Law Department is -set in motion and
suggests at remedy to enable the coin-
pany to get, a lease returned. The
petition of right was finally dealt with
by Cabinet, and the present Minister for
Mines resented very strongly tile action
of the Premier and the Crown Solicitor,
though, seeing that they were legal ie,
lie had to give way. I have inuch
pleasure in saying to the credit of the
Minister that hie stuck tip from the ver '
beginning for Browne's rights and for
carrying out what he deetred to be the
law, in the case. This, of course, is
shown by the evidence given before the
select committee. The lease was reinstated
on the petition of right, and the property
was immediately passed over for tribute
to other lersons whom I need not
mention, because"I (10 not think they
enter into the case very strongly" . O f
the evidence given before the select
committee I shall read one or two things
which I hope will not weary the House,
to show very clearly the view taken by'
the 'Minister for Mines, the Crown
Solicitor, and Warden Finnerty* . M r.
Gregory, being sworn, said :

So far as my notes and imenmory serve me, on
the 21st May, 1903, fsrowne applied for the
forfeiture of Lease 1865, known as the " Em-
press of Coladie." The rounds were that
the lease had not been worked on the 2nd, 4th
and fill May, 1903. This plaint was beard in
the warden's court at Coolgardie, and the
defence was lodged by Griffith, on the grounds
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that the lease was proteted by Section 114 of
the Companies Act, which states that when an
order has been made for windiug up acompany
no action or other proceeding shall be con-
tinued or commenced against the company
except by leave of the Court, and subject to
such terms as the Court may impose. The
warden who heard the case stated that he
would strongly recommend the lease for for-
feiture if it was possible that it could be
forfvitedl. He considered that the defence
lodged was one which protected the lease; but
at the same time, from what he could learn,'there was no doubt that they had simply been
shepherding or dummying the lease for 12
months. and he expressed the hope that if it
could be done the forfeiture should follow. On
the 4th June a letter was received f rom. Griffith
that the lease was protected by Clause 114, 1
should explain that these papers in the
ordinary course went through the depart-
mental officers before coming to me. In ac-
cordance with nmy general instructions, when
this case came before us it first went to the
registrar to examine the papers caref ully, then
on to the chief clerk, then to the Under Sec-
retary, and from him to the Minister, and,
where final decision was to be given, on to the
Execuitive Council for forfeiture or not as the
case might be.

Later on M9r. Gregory said:
Everything that was done was done upon

the advice of the Crown Law Department.'
Keenan and Randell replied that we were i~n
the wrong, because under Regulation 88 it is
imperative that notice should be given of the
intention to forfeit. We pointed out in our
reply that the necessity for serving notice did
not exist. The Acet was explicit that where
there was the intention to forfeit on behalf of
the Crown for breach of labour covenants
there was no necessity to serve any notice.
Again Mr. Gregory said:-

We referred the papers on again to the
Crown Law Department asking whether we
could not grant this icasu to Browne. We
wanted some finality in connection with it.
The Crown Law Department drew attention to
the fact that Clause 52 of the Amending Act
was duly complied with in its entirety; all was
right, but if these people thought themselves
wrongfully treated they had recourse to a
petition to the Governor-in-Council, sand this
was advised Keenan and Randall.
That is the essence of Mr. Gregory's evi-
dence bearing on that point. The Premier,
on the petition of right, wrote a. long
pricis:

On the merits of the ease I see no reason to
think that the action taken has been harsh.
It is impossible to allow leases to remain
unworked at the will of any liquidator, and to
have prperties tied up indefinitely to suit the
convenience of shareholders who, while re-
fusing to let others work them properly, will
not do so themselves. The enforcement of
labour conditions is the vital principle of all

mining leases, and there is no reason why snch
conditions should be allowed to be ignored by
a liquidator who admits that nothing has been
done for 12 months, and that, so far as he
knows, no effort has been mnade to dispose of
the assets of the company.
I shall read a little more from Mr.
Gregory's evidence~. Later on be said:-

lint knowing that Birowne had been put to
some expense, I thought if it was possible to
obtain something for him by way of recom-
pense I would be only too pleased to do so.
The fine was paid into revenue.
Hle had insisted on the fine being paid,
to hand it over to the applicant for the
lease in question. Mr. Sayer, the Crown
Solicitor, in giving evidence stated that
the company were under the impression
that they were protected by Section 114
of the Companies Act; that they were

nder a, misapprehension. Hie s'aid
A plaint was filed for forfeiture for breach

of the labour conditions. The matter came
before me as to whether the lease could be

i legally forfeited. The leaseholder seemed to
be tinder the impression that, as his company
was in liquidation, under Clause 114 of the
Companies Act leave of the Court had to be
obtained before proceedings would be taken.
He seemed also to he under the impression
that liquidation exonerated him from the obli-
gation to perform labour conditions. In that
be was in error. The liquidator was as liable
to perform labour conditions as the lessee.
That is, whether the liquidation proceed-
ings were in existence or not. Warden
Finnerty in his evidence gave practically
the same statement. In his opinion this

Isection of the Companies Act had no
application whatever to the lease in ques-
tion. Trouble arose because when this
lvase was forfeited] the Gazette not-ice un-
fortunately was cast on exactly the same

Ilines as had been done for years past.
This was the first instance in Western

IAustralia where a lease had been for.
feited under this section of the Act.
Generally speaking leases were forfeited
uinder Section 45. Because of the neglect
on the part of the person responsible for
drafting the Gazette notice, the Crown
Law Department held that there was
a technical defect, and recommended
amongst other things that the lease be
reinstated principally on the grounds
that the company were led to believe thbat
Section 114 of the Companies Act ap-
plied. 'Not being a layer, I have
obtained legal opinions which I shall read,
and which I hope will be givent publicity
to. I may add that, since this property
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was taken out of tile hands (if the
Pbwcnix Comn Iy teluporari ' , it has;
been worked umter tribitte and has
turnedK titit, as statistics compiled by
Captain Wallace in the Mines. Depairt-
uant show, £II,H56 worth of gold,
whic-h should ha.Ve lselonged to lirowne,
the applicaut at the time. it regard to
this section of the Companies Art, 1 ;uiil
only speaking 0.s a Hioiitlipitei', not being
a. legal man hulit I think commton sense
ill prevail all round. The ai'tion oif the

waruli'u's couri, No fatr as it tapplied to
tis case', is a M1inisterial actionl and ntt
a judicial one. Section 114 of fihe Coin.
panies Act is practicithlv a copy of a siec-
tion in the English Act, A1i1iI it Kiliiliy
deals with judicial proceedings, anti not.
with Ministerial proceedings. The acetion
of thle ivarden in the warden's court,
Coolgpardie, was simnpl at Case (if the!
warden acting as agent for the Minister,
making recommiendations to the 11itiister.
Therefore the bearing of the Companies
Act was quite outside the question.
Section 1] 4 of the Companies Act reads :

When an order has been made for the
winding-up of a company, no action or other
proceeding shall be continued or commenced
against the company except by leave of the
court and subject to such terms as the court
way impose.

This is a copy of Sections 62 and 87
of the Tanperial. Act. As a mnatter of fact
the whide of the Companies Act of this
State is taken holus bolus from the
Imperial Act. Finding that there was a
certain- amount of obscurity amiongst
solicitors in this State, in some quarters.
at any rate, notably in the Crown Law
Department, as to the nsataning of this
section, I turned up the debates that
took place when the Comptanies Act was
Passed in 1893. It was introduced in
the 'Upper flouse.bv Mr. Parker, the
present OChief Justice, and in the Lower
House by Mr. Sept. Burt. Most astoud-
ing to relate, I find that on the motion of
the member for York-I suppose it was
my friend who is now the member for
York (M r. Monger) -out of a Bill eon-
lamiing 294 clauses no less than 2.54
were pass4ed in globo, or sub silentio as
flnsanl rightly remarked. I venture to
say that had there been any Labour
party at that timne, every clause of an
important measure of this kind would
have been questioned; but the member

for York thought that the while hit
K111111d1lie taken iPO #lobn.

3N . lonue: I wvould like 14o dio that
Bow with suhi' of th ilk, N1" Xfore tih'
House.

A. HIORAN: Onl re-ferring to the
Enigl ishi Act there (-,-n be uo quesition
wAvIRUer,.11iid it is, ill fact, i'oiisiileri'i
absurd by t'e solicitorsN of ]'trth, titt
thle N0e'tiin (Of t hi0 C211Inuius' Act should
havo n' ny liaang on tin' M1itiiig
A0t. The Iffimister in control of the
Minit's Depart iri'ut has absolute powers

in Lrr to his buies n onst'
0tineutlr ' n1i appeail (",Hn ble ta1ken ill the
Stiilrcnuf Court against in y action hie is
likl]'y to takei. I lnha ilba proidedl'L fiii
me a um1ber Of kCiSions de0aling1 With
the mnatter to shiny very clearly that the
opinion (of tilt Crown Solicitor Was
entirely' wrong. One re'ads:

Sin tion 114 of the Companies Act conev-
spe~nds to Sputions S7 and 62 of the English
A ct, nd applies only tAo procccdin gs to enforce
claims which could be mnate the- Subject of
proof of debt.
I wish to mtake this point clear. It only
applies to claims that could be available
to prove a debt against a comlpany.
Essentially of course the section in thie
Companies Act is there to proteet
creditors, and nobody else. There were
110 creditors in this State. There was
not a single shareholder. Therefore the
application of this Act was absolutelyv
absurd. Mr. Walter James recognised
that; bnt apparently Mr. Sayer, the
Crown Solicitor, got in a tangle of sonic
sort that compelled hini after a while to
admit that it had had some bearing;, but.
he abandoned that view afterwards, as I
shall show. This opinion protcals:

Lord Cbief Justicc Turner, in the case of
Smith v. Fleming & Co., reported in Law
Reports 1 Chancery Appeals 538, on page 516
says -"The main pnrpose of the Act, as I
understand it, is the acquiring and distribun-
tion of the assets of cotinpanitn for the general
bene-fit of their creditors, and. amongst
creditors, part pussu.'

In other words, the object of the section
in the Act is to prevent one creditor
getting an advantage over another.
When an estate is in liquidation, one
pro may know a little more about the
matter than another, and in consequence

may get ahlead of the other person. That
is the opinion of Loril Justice Turner,
and it clearly sets at rest that there were

the
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no creditors in the country. The section,
does not bear on the Mlining Act. There
were no creditors and no shareholders in
this country. Lord Justice James, in
the case e.- pa rie Heaven reported in Law
Reports 6 Chancery Appeals, 462, dis-
cusses this very section, the question of
a lease, showing that a landlord is pro-
hibited from distraining on the goods of
a company for rent accrued before the
winding-up, that is for a debt lie could
prove. In this c:ase it was held that for
a, debt after the winding-up his right
of distress was not interfered with
by this section, beecause he could not
prove his aeht (pages, 466, 467). He
says.

The sole object of the Act was to make an
equitable provision in the nature of a bank-
ruptcy for the distribution of the effects of the
company amaong-t the persons entitled: bet not
to refer any other rights which they might
acquire after the winding-up. If the official
liquidator chooses to leave goods in the order
and disposition of a bankrupt, there is nothing,
so far as I can see, to prevent the assigne
from taking tm and so, if lie leaves goods
in a house where a landlord liar a right to)
distrain, the official liquidator must tatke thle
consequences. It must be the true meaning
of the Act to consider these provisions as
confined to proceedings by a creditor of the
company against thc goods of the company.

This has a most imiportant bearing, and
shows thai the Crown Law Department
has been hopelessly at sea all along. Thle
quotation goes on-

Thu landlord has the right to proceed
against his tenant and against the goods of
every stranger who may happen to be upon
the land and subject to distress.

In 9 Chancery App als fellbuish L.J.
exparts Scinde RalwyCo., it was held
that the English court had no powers to
restrain proceedings; in India. Mellhuish
L.J. gave a decision ont Sec. 87 (or 163,
which is similar). It this case it was a
company' in Indlia, wond~ up in England,
and the property Was attached in India
1w process there. Tt was held ta h
English court could not interfere with a
foreign court. He says;

I quite concur that 87 of 1862 provided that
no action shall be brought without the leave
of the court, and with, See. 1631 that no
execution shall issue, applies only to the
courts in this country. 'No doubt winding-up
differs from bankruptcy in this respect: In
IJankruptcy the whole estate, both legal and
beneficial, is taken out of the bankrupt and
vested in his trustees or assignees, whereas

in a winding-up the legal estate still remains
in the company: but in my opinion the bene-
ficial interest is clearly taken out of the com-
pany. Alt the statute says in 95 section is
that from the time of the winding-up order
all the powers of the directors of the company
to carry on, trade, or deal with the assets of
the company shall be wholly determined, and
no body shall have any power to deal with
them for the purpose of collecting the assets
and dividing amongst creditors. It appears
to me that that does, in strictnless, constitute
a trust for the benefit of creditors, As far as
this court has jurisdiction, no one creditor can
be allowed to have a larger share of the assets
than any other creditor.

That brings us down to the exact point
I was drawing attention to just now. The
quotation goes on;

Anything that the tenant might do by
liquidation cannot interfere with the rights
of the landlord [the Crown in this Empress
Case) with the exception of claim against
the tenant, which can he made the subject ofa proof of debt. With that exception nothing
that the tenant can do can interfere with
the rights of the landlord. The Crown, os
handlordi, had the opportunity to forfeit the
lease for noncompliance with the Labour eon-
d itions,

The logical result of Sav* er's opinion is
that the tenant, by going into liquida-
tion, could suspend for an indefinite
time the Crown's right to forfeit. A
case under the same section before
Jessel], T.J., was that of the Nm-th
Stafford shire Railway Coipanv reported
in Law Rteports, Equity Cases, page 60.
Jessefl's observations are on pages 65 and
66. He there says:

The meaning of the Act was to ensnre
eqnality amongst the creditors, and the
creditor whose proceeding was restrained was
to came in and prove with the rest.

That no one man can have an advantage
over the others. On page 63 he says!-

It appears to me, therefore, if we look either
at the words of the- section (87) or the spirit

Iand meaning of the enactment, they both
point the same way, namely to prevent this
particulsar creditor getting a preference out of
the goods of the debtor.
Lord Justice Tames says.-

It is clear that this clause only appertains
1 t creditors and contributors to a company
who have incurred their obligations prior to
the date of the winding-up order.

These are authorities all held in very
great eminence (or were, some of them
bein~gdead now) i n England; and I ven ture
to put them in opposition to the opinion
of Mr. Saver in this State, and the
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opinions entertained by leading solicitors
here are in opposition to those enter-
tained by Mr. Sayer. I come now to
another phase of the question. I hope I
have clearly demonstrated to the House
the point I have been trying to wake. It
was contended that Section 14 of the
Companies Act applied. T hope I have
satisfied the House it did not apply. I
hope the authorities I have quoted will
prove that to Mr. Sayer's satisfaction
and I hope it will remove any doubts
from his mind. That was one of the
reasons the lease was handed back to the
Phcenir Company, and I will have to
deal with that in another miatter. In
the petition of right submitted to the
Governor, which I suppose is on the table
of the House, in Section 4, if I remember
rightly, Griffith said he was the iquidator
and bad been the liquidator for the last
two years of the Phoenix Com pany, which
was in liquidation. In his sworn evi-
dence in the Coolgardie Court and in the
letters read in this Chamber during last
Parliament, letters that were obtained
from him, it was shown that all the
equity and the equaitable assets of the
estate had passed out of the Phcanix
Company loiw before the time he sub-
mitted his petition of right to the Governior
on the 28th November. The whole thing
had gone into the hands of the Crown
Company in Englaud which was tegis-
tered on the 124thb of January, 1903. M1r.
Sayer admits when going through these
papers, that the Crown Company was not
in existence on the 10th January, yet on
the 28th November in the same year Mr.
Griffith makes an affidavit that he was
then the liquidator of the company which
he himaself in the Wardeni's. Court at
Coolgardie had sworn to as being then
nonexistent. Therefore the select com-
mittee suggested in their report that the
whole return of the lease was obtained
by misrepresentation and fraud. Stupidly
enough, if I may say so, the Crown Law
Department found that they had not
much of a foundation for their conten-
tion that the property was protected by
Section 114 of the Companies Act. If
they made an attempt to prove that the
lease was obtained by misrepresenta-
tion and fraud they would have to
go to England to obtain that proof.
If Mr. Sayer wanted to satisfy binm-
self that this section of the Act dlid

not apply-the Companies Act which
was the principal cause of the trouble-
why not state a case for the Supreme
Court here and get a Judge's opinion on
it ? No. He shied clear of that, but he

Itried to prove, what everybody knew he
could not prove at the outset. He would
have to go to England and he would
have had to go into channels naturally
hostile to any case which lie would
attempt to start, because lie would have
to secure evidence from persons whom hie
was actually trying to prosecute. Several
cablegrams were exchanged between the
Crown Law Department and the Agent
Genieral in England. Those cablegrams
bare out in a very pertinent fashion some
of the statements. Sutton, Ommnaney,
and Randell were called upon to iake a
report on the matter, whether or not at

Ithe time Griffith sent in his petition of
right to the Government the mining lease
was reinstated, and whether the property
belonged to the Phoenix Company or in
fact whether in equity it had not passed
to the Crown Company which was,
registered Iin England on the 24th
February. Their inquiries bore out
entirely what the committee submitted,
that the company had secured the return
of the lease by fraud and misrepresenta-

I tion. I will read a copy of the report
which is doubtless in the hands of somne
of the Ministers. It states:

Referring to your letter of the 26th inst.
and onr subsequent interview with you, we
have as instructed by you made farther
inquiries from the liquidator of the above-
named company with reference to the relations
between the company and the " Crown Gold
Mines, Ltd." It appears that in 1902 the
"Phoenix Gold Mines, Ltd.," resol ved to sell all
its assets, including the lease of thea'"Empress
of Coelgardie Gold Mine" to a new company
to he formed, and with that object executed
an agreement dated the 25th March, 19W, by
which a new company was to be formed to
acquire their asbets within a period of eight
weeks from the date of the agreement, the
purchase under that agreement to be com-
pleted within a similar period, this agree-
went providing that up to such period
of eight weeks the labour conditions and
other liabilities in respect of the proper-
ties in Western Australia agreed to be trans-
ferred were to be observed and performed
by the " Phenix Gold Mines Company, Ltd.,"
but after that date the new company was to
ssume these liabilities. The liquidator states

that owing to the financial depression which
prevailed at that time the underwriters who
had contracted to provide the working capital

the Recoozwendaiions,
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for the Dew company were unable to carry out
their obligations within the stipulated time,
and accordingly the now company was not
registered until the 24th of January, 1903. the
agreement of the 25th March being adopted
by the new company by an agreement dated
23rd February, 1903. Owing to there being
claims on the assets of the-old company by
the solicitors of the "Fhmir Gold Mines,
Ltd.," for costs, the liquidator of the old
company has not transferred those assets,
amongst which is, we understand, the
"Empress of Coolgardie"' lease to the new
company, but has held such assets a"
trustee for the now company. We endea-
volnred to ameertain fromt thle liquidator
whether, notwithstanding the fact that at
period of two months prescribed by the agree-
muent of the 25th Marchl, 1902, had expired
before the registration of the new company
there had not been some date agreed between
the two companies which could he considered
aS the date of completion of the purchase, ad
from which all ontoindgs would he appor-
tioned and fromt which tile labour conditions
would be performed boy the flew company.
'The liquidator, huowever, declined to give us
precise information in these respects, merely
stating that he alwayo; understood the arrange-
ment to lhe that thme new company took over
thle asset., of tile old( comzipany' m from thf- let
.Tan nary, 1903, the liquidator ii, viewv of kte
actiOn pending in Western Australia declining
to stateo definitely at what date the liability
of the newv company for outgoings, labour
conditions, and other expenses in connection
with the properties in Western Australia
com~menced, or whether iii fact any payments
in these respects had beent and were being
made by him as liquidator or by the new coum-
]tny. It appeals, however, that the considera-
tion for the sale of the Crown Gold Mines wats
sattisfied by an allotment to the shareholders
of the old company of shares of the new comi-
pany of the nominal value of s. each credited
with 3s. 6id. paid up, and that 132,44.3 shar-es
wore allotted during the month ending on the
23rd dlay of March, 190:3, a farther 142,537
shares during the month ending 22nd April,
1903, and 2.50 shares on 23rd March, 1905. and
that such allotments are stated in the returns
to he in part consideration of thle value of the
Phisnix Company.

The Crown Companly, I wish to point out,
was registered with ai capital of 27.5,000
shares and £68,750, and( was registered
in England on the '2nd Februar-y to take
over the whole of the assets of the
Pluenix Company. In Clause 15 of the
petition~ of right to the Governor 31r.
Griffith states that it caused great din.
tress and gave them a great shock in
England when they found that they
could not dispose of the shares, ft is
about time it gave them a shock after
having 200 acres of mining, country in

this country tmworked for years. It is
small wonder that we have a large
number of unemployed in our midst and
it is small wonder that distress is created
in connection with mining matters. Bit
in the petition of right, Griffith says it
interfered very seriously with the flota-
tion of the company on the 28th
November, 1904. But according to
Sutton, Ominaney, & Randefl's letter,
the whole of the capital had been over-
subjscribed to tine extent of 78 shares and
£219, before the end of April in the same
year-. That proves most conclusively
that tile majority of the statements by
which Griffith obtained the return of the
lease4 were nothing but perjured state-
meats, lies from beginning to end.
Sutton, Onimnaniey, & Itandell's letter
continues:

In all the circumstances, we think it may,
be assumed that the next company became
equitabily entitled to the property at some
period prior to thin first of these allotments,
and that or' the 28th November, 1903-[the
date of the petition of rig~rtj-the relations
between the two comptanies had passed the
negotiation stage, and that in f.ot onl that
(late the obligations of one company to the
other had beetn defined.

Oil receipt oif that communication fronti
the Agent General-and several cables
bad meanwhile been exchanged -the
Crown Law Department referred f ht
ma1tter to Mr. Pilkiugton for- his opinion.
I have not the pleasure of knowing Mr.
Pilkington. but I do not wish to suggest
for a moment that his opinion was not
based on the apparent facts hie bad before
him at the time. But it was at least
indiscreet of the Cm-own Law Department
too ask Mr. Pilkington to give an opinion
on this matter. I understand that
Messrs. James, Darhyshire, and Pilkingtun
are members of the same firm, and that
the blunder made at time outset, I think

Iunintentionally, by the Crown Law
Depatment has been rendered more
serious as the years wvent on, and the
department found the matter much more
important than they at. first anticipated.
1 think that in the circumstances it
would have been far better if somne other
gentleman of equal standing had been
consulted. Mr. Pilkimigton writes :--

I have carefully perused the report of
Messieurs Sutton, Omtmaney, and Randall in
connection with this case, and am of opinion
that in view of that report it would be unwise
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to proceed farther with this action. In order
to support the statement of claim, it is essea-
tial that the Crown should prove that para-
graph 4 of the petition presented by Mr.
Griffith is untrue.

Paragraph 4 of the petition is to the
effect that Griffith was then and had
been for the previous twelve mouths the
liquidator of the company. I have
proved, from the records of the corn-

pFatfly, from his own evidence, from the
letters and from Mr. Sayer's own state-
mnent, that the company was at that time
nonexistent, and that therefore Griffith's
statement, in Clause 4, was untrue. Mr.
Pilkington's opinion continues:

That paragraph, however, is substantially
true, if the forfeiture of the lease involved
the diminution of the company's assets by an
amount equivalent to the value of the lease,
owving to the new company being in a position
to avoid the agreement for purchase on such
forfeiture. It is not sufficient to show that in
the strict sense of the words the company was
not in the enjoyment of the compilet owner-
ship of the tease. The expressions used in the
petition must be interpreted in connection
with the subject-matter of the petition and
the surrounding circumstances of the case.
It appears to me that tested by the above
principles-
I am not sure what is meant by "the
above principles." 1, at least, cano
grasp them; and I shall be surprised
if anyone else is able to do so. The
opinion proceeds :

It will be observed tbat the reason why
there was no transfer to the new company in
the first instance was that the solicitors had
a lien upon the lease; in other words, the
Phcenix Company had not a clear title to
transfer to the Crown Company. Later on,
the title was impeached by the plaint for
forfeiture. Assuming the agreement for sale
between the two companies to have contained
the ordinary provisions, it is clear that the
new company could have refused to carry out
the agreemeut for purchase until the old
company was in a Position to give a goodl
title. These considerations appear to me to
explain completely the delay in carrying out
the purchase, and show that the forfeiture of
the lease would have resulted in the old
company losing the sale to the new company,
and consequently losing the value of the new
lease. Apart altogether from the above con-
siderations, and assumhing the actual facts to
be such as to entitle the Crown to succeed in
the present action, it must be borne in mind
that all the evidence which could be got in
London would he that of hostile witnesses;
and it is a matter of common experience that
a litigant who is compelled to rely upon the
evidence of hostile witnesses to support his

case can only have the most problematical
chances of success.
That is Mr. Pilkington's opinion. On
the basis of that opinion, after spending
hundreds of pounds in the Supreme
Court here, obtaining a vertain p)rocess
before the Chief Justice, who hacked up
every wrd of the select comlmittee's
report, and after an order made by Mr.
Justice McMillan that all gold won; from
the property should be paid into a sus-
pense account pending a settlement, what
do we find I? No such payment was ever
isaxl to a susipense account pending the
settlement of the ownership of the lecase;
but it appears to be a practice of the
department that nobody in it seems to
know anything unless somebody draws
attention to it. There hads been £10,786
worth of gold since taken out of a
mine, according to the official statement
here, but it has not been paid into a
suspense account. Now I wish to deal
with Mr. Pilbington's opinion. I have
shown that as to paragraph 4 of the
petition of right, the opinion is absolutely
wrong. Mr. Pilkington was not seized
of the full facts; and I am certain that
half the people who have dealt with this
case were not thoroughly acquainted with
the facts. Here is an important matter
which led the department to abandon
their wild-goose chase in trying to show
in the law courts both here and in Eng-
land that the company bad secured by

plegitimate means the return of the pro-
perty. Here we have it shown, by the
registrar at Somerset House and the
statement of Sutton, Ocnmauey, & Rtan-
dell, that Mr. Pilhingtou coul not have
added together the number of shares,

Iand could not have looked at the dates,
else he would not have said that en the
28th November the property had not
been passed over to the new company,
when the new company bad been over-
subscribed at that date by 78 shares and
£19 in cash. Mr. Pilkington's opinion
is, with great respect to him, not worth

ithe paper it is written on. He evi-
dently did not understand what lie
was writing about, like most other
people who have dealt with this
case. I now come to another phase of
the question, the action of the Crown
Law Department in trying to wriggle out
of an awkward position when they found
that their officers had unintentionally
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misled themselves into taking a wrong
course. In these circumstances the de-
partment should have stated a case for
the Supreme Court, and had the question
settled at once. It would have been
practically impossible for the-i to sue
out a. commission to collect evidence in
England, for the prospects of success
there were, as Mr. Pilkinigton very
righbtly says, extremely problematical.
But they could at least have taken the
course I suggested, and have remedied
the miatter locally by getting expert
opinion. If Mr. Sayer hbad any doubts
about it, Mr. James had no doubt that
the section did not apply; and no
other sensible solicitor in Perth has the
slightest doubt that it does not apply.
The -property has been takear front
Browns, who I contend was the rightful
owner. It may be said that he had no
preferential righit The essence of such
a right is to give the person who files a
claim an opportunit Iy of getting in first to
peg out. Browns did that. He was ad-
vised by the Minister that the forfeiture
would be gazetted ; and accordingly hie
pegged out the claimi. He entered into
possession, and worked it for four or five
months, spent a lot of money on it, and
employed muen on it. The return shows
that he spent £1,749 in cash out of
pocket on that lease. Is hie now to be
permanently deprived of itle 18 the
question to remain where it it? t Te
Prospectors and Lieaseholders' Associa-
tion on the goldfields wrote to the
Mlinister at that timne and asked that,
pending settlement of the business, all
work on the lease should lie suspenided.
The Minister did not see his way to
comply, and rightly so, because the
question was then very, complicated.
But, on the other hand, Browne has
been deprived of at property which,
on the sworn evidence taken by the
select committee in COolgardie, could
at that timne have been disposed of
for at least.£20,000, and £10,856 worth
of gOld has, since been taken out of it.
It is not a question of the value now,
but of the value then. Are we to allow
such treatment to be meted out to pro-
spectors in this State ? I think the
House will agree that we should not.
Browne complied with every legal for-
mality required; and lie is in no sense to
blame for what happened. Griffith, it

is admitted on all sides, and the Crown
Law Department admit, was misled into
the belief that he was protected by a cer-
tain. section of a certain Act; and the
department came to the rescue and got
him back his property. Would they
have come to the rescue of Browns if he
had omnitted some technicality-a date,
for instance-in filing his plaint? I say
most assuredly that not one penny of this
expense of hundreds of pounds already
incurred to rectify the blunder of Grif-
fith would have been incurred had the
blunder been made by Brownas. The rules
of the House prevent me from putting
my request in any other form ; but when
members come to vote, I hope their vote
will indicate to the Government what is
expected, that adequate compensation
should be given to Browns for the- loss of
his lease. There can be nothing else but
that, I cannot put the motion in that
formn. But members, I am satisfied, will
agree that Browne has been scandalously
treated. The Minister for Mines recog-
nises that; becatuse it was with great
reluctance, hie said in his evidence, that
he had to take the lease out of Browne's
hainds, though perhaps it was technically
never in Brown's bands, and to hand it
to somebody else Several communica-
tions have passed between different Gov-
ernnents regarding this tuatter; and I
inay say I cannot express much satisfac-
tin at the attitude which. these Gov-
ern ments liavs so far adopted. But I
hope that this long-drawn-out case has
now approached finality, and that mem-
bere when speakingL and voting on the sub.-
ject will unrderstand that the motion meansa
more than is conveyed by these innocent-
looking words. It means an authority
to thme Government to give whatever
compensation they think fit; and I pre-
sume the sumn will be placed on the Esti-
mates, so that the question of what will
be the right and proper sum to give
Browne on account of the expenses he has
incurred may again come up for discus-
sion. The out-of-pockets are £C1,749.
The property could have been floated at
that time for £20,000; £10,856 worth of
gold has since been taken out of it; and
therefore I consider that Browne is entitled
to adequate compensation. I beg leave
to wove the motion that stands in my,
name.



1050 Goolyardie Lease Inquiry : [ASSEMBLY.] /cRem ndtos

Tan MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): I think the mover desires
that, owing to the lease in question not
having been given to Mr. Brow ne, he
should receive some consideration from
the Government; that is, a sum of money
should be placed on the Estimates as a
sort of compensation to Mr. Browne.
Owing to the rules of the House, it is
impossible for the hon. moinber to make a
motion with that. object; and hie there-
fore asks that immiediate consideration be
given to the report of the select committee.
I mnust first thank the bon, member for
the way in which be referred to the action
I took in this ease, and I have to thank
the select committee for the report they
brought forward so far as 1 was liersou-
all y concerned. It will lie renientbt'red
that when the coiniwittee was asked for in
connection with this matter, I felt so
satisfied so far as mny position was ;on-
cerned that 1 asked that every inemberof
the committee should be appointed fromn

mlemIbers sitting on the opposite side of
the House to myvself, and I think their
report has showm ithat I was quite justified
not only in mv- actions kit also ii mIy
belief thiat when it came to a question of
dealingf with the honlour of any member
of the House, that matter could be en-
trus6ted to one's poli tical opponents at anly
time. I have pleasure in stating this,
bweause a great nay commen1pts were
miade A the time to thle effect that 1 had
no desire to do justice to this mail
Browne. But a perusal of the papers
show that I had carefully tried to
protect Browne's interests. The select
committee's report says that the £25
fine had been illegally exacted from
'Mr. Griffith and should be handed hack.
There was no question at all of the right
of the Crown to reinstate the company.
That must be clearky understoiod from
the start. It must be also clearly under-
stood that Browne had at no time
obtained any legal right to the property
in question. He applied for the for-
feiture of the Empress of Coolgardie
G.K. Lease, and wvhen the ease came
before the court Mmr. Griffith, supposed to
be the attorney for the e mpany,
defended it and argued that nder
Section 114 of tbe Comipanies Act no
plaint could lie lodged without the con-
sent of a Judge of the Supremue Court
having been first obtained. The mew-

her for Yilgarn has argued that a plaint
lodged for the forfeiture of at lease would
not be a plaint in the ordinary judicial
term, because all matters affecting an
application for exemption or forfeiture of
a lease are purely Ministerial actions,
aud that the court could not in any sense
interfere. Probably the hon. membher is
right. I would not. like to put may
opinion against the opinions of the
learned gentlemen he has quoted; but
we have always held and it has been
customlary inl dealing, with -actions
brought forward in the warden's court
that we should look upon such actions
brought forward for forfeiture as by way
of plaint; and it is questionable even at
the present time whether Browne should
not have first applied to a Judge of the
Sapreme Court for the right to take
act ion aga in st th1is SCOmpany)ll . Theo warden
dealt with the case, and stated in his
recin umadation that if the lease could
be forfeited he hoped it would, because
there, was no doubt that the lease had
been shepherded for a considlerable time,
He said that probabl y the compan y werv
protected ity Section 114, and he asked
ime, to seriously consider the case, and
recommended tliat if I could forfeit I
should do so. I agrreed with the warden
bot to satfisfy myself I referred the
matter to the'Crown Labw Department.
Timer' replied that there wats no doubt
about my power, that if I were satis-
fled the labour covenants had not been
complied with I Could forfeit tile lease,
hut that I could not give Browne a pre-
ferential right. Though I could not
forfeit the lease on the plaint lodged by
Browne, en the other hand, owing to thle
evidence brought before me that the
labour covenants had not been in force
and that the lease had not been pro-
tected, there was no doubt that I had the
power to forfeit. So I forfeited the lease;
and not being able to give Browneu a pre-
ferential. right, I thought it only fair that
we should give him the first information,
and I instructed that word should be sent
to B~rowne telling him that on a cevrtain
date there would appear in the Govern-
meat Gazette the notice of the forfeiture
of the lease. That was practically giving
him a preferential right, telling himl that
the lease was forfeited anti that it would
be open for application. We forfeited

ithe lease, and Browne made an applica-

the Recurnmendations.
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tion for the ground as a gold-mining
lease ; but before the application could be
dealt with, the company entered a protest
against the forfeiture and lodged a peti-
tion of right, asking that the matter
should be reconsidered. This was referred
to the Crown Law Department and there
was a considerable delay. The papers
show clearly that I was desirous of giv-
ing the property to Browne. There is no
doubt in the mind of the mover of the
motion or in the minds of the members
of the select committee that, had I had
the means, I would have insisted on the
forfeiture and given the lease to Browne;
but when these matters were before the
Crown Law Department it was pointed
out that the company might have been
misled by the Companies Act and by the
regulati(ons which had beet, in force to) a
short time prior to that date. When I
first took office I found that the regula-
tions provided that on the death of one
of the partners in a grold-mining lease or
in the case of inso~lvency, the lease was
inaleflnitely protected without applying to
the Minister at all. There wias no neces-
sity to apply to at .Judge or to the Minis-
ter in any case of insolvency, I remember
one case where a lease wars protected for
nearly two years under this regulation.
I amended the regulation and provided
that no exemption could be given on
any lease, not even by a Judge of the
Stipreme Court, unless it was granted by
the Minister or his officers; and those
regulations hold to-day. We would
never act contrary to what a Judge
desired, and if he desired to protect some
leaseholders' interests for the prpos of
liquidation, or for some other similar
cause, we would be only too pleased to
give effect to his desire; but we would
have a, record of that desire on our hooks.
However, prior to those regulations being
issued, we had no knowledge at all of a lease
being protected in this way, unless a notice
was sent to the department that one of
the lessees was dead, or in the ease of an
insolvency. Again there was the ques-
tion of the Companies Act. Did it or
did it not apply to the que-stion of the
forfeiture of a leasei Tie member for
Yilgarn has pointed out that a forfeiture
is purely a. Ministerial action and not a
judicial act. Probably his contention is
correct, that a plaint lodged for forfeiture
would not be a. plaint within the meaning

of the Jaw. However, the Premier who
was the Attorney General at the time,
and also the Crown Law Department,
held that it would be wise under the
circumstances to reinstate the lease; and
that was done; but knowing that Browne
had1 been put to some little expense in
connection with the matter, we insisted
that before the lease could be reinstated
the company should be fined £25, and
that this sum should be paid to Browne
to recoup him his expenses. The report
of the select committee says that the fine
was illegally exacted. I desire to show
that it was nothing of the sort. Section
52 of the Goldfields Act says:-

Peovided that the Governor may, from any
cause which he may deem. sufficient, by any
subaco ent notice in the Government Gazette
signeS or purporting to be sirned by the
Minister or the Under Secretary for Mines.
cacel any notice of voidance or forfeiture,
and reinstate the lessee as %t his former estate
or some part thereof, or on any terms and
conditions as regards the lessee and any
persons who, since the forfeiture, have been
lawfully in possession of any part of the land.

P1roviding all things were right, we were
justified in reinstating the company on
any ter~ms we -saw fit. We often have to
take advantage of this section of the Act.
During the past week many leases have
been forfeited through nonpa 'yment, of
rent. Wve have received the rent since
and have reserved the ground at once so
that no one else may make claim for it,
and have immediately reinstated the
lessees under this section of the Act.
This applies in effect to the reinstatement
of this company, so that the action of
the Government wvas perfectly legal. At
no time did Browne obtain any right,
No doubt there is some slight moral
obligation on the part of the Government
in connection with this mnatter. The evi-
dence brought before us showing that
the lease had not been worked was
brought forward by Browne. The warden
allowed the case to he heard in the court,
and of course involved a certain amountIof expense upon Browne. We forfeited

Ithe lease on the evidence brought forward.
It was because (Of the petition of right
being placed before the Crown Law
Department that the le-ase was reinstated.
Of what harpened later, of the state-
ments made with regard to the man
Griffith and the Phcenix Company, I
have no knowledge. I have not Perused

Coolgardie Lease Inquiry -
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the files since. I would not touch them.
I hied sufficient worry over them years
ago, -and under no pretence would I agree
to have anything to do with themn now.
The whole of the case has been given
over to the Crown Law Department.
The late Administration gave certain
instructions, and it has been upon the
advice of the Crown Law 1)epartment
that proceedings would not bold, that
farther proceedings were not taken
against certain persons in connectio
with the Phwnix Company. With that,
however, I have nothing to do. All
I wish to deabl with in the case is so
far as it refers to my own actions,
and I wish to point out particularly
that at no time during the whole of
this case has Browne ever had any le-gal
right to this lease, He madc his appli-
cation. It was delayed. On many,
occasions applications have been made to
the Mines Department for leases, gold-
mining or mineral, and good reasons have
been adduced to the Minister causing him
to refuse the application. There have
been mnany applications -made for leases
embracing railway properties for thie
purpose of mining under the railways,
and for various reaLsons these applica-
tions have been refused. The same thing
atpplies, thougfh of course not so much,
to this case. B~rowne made his applica-
tion an(1 the lease was not granted. 1
quite agree with the mieimber for Yilgarn
that had it not been for the petition of
right I would have given the lease to
Browue. The hon. mnember knows per-
fectly well. fronm a perusal of the files that
I: would have given the lease to Browne
because I thought he was entitled to it,
and that I 'was ready to take the respon-
sibility, for a new departure- the for-
feiture of a. Lease for nonc-ompliance
with the labour conditions without any
plaint being made before the warden's
court, because I hail to regard the plaint
beard before the warden's court as not
having been made at all. The Crown
Law -Department held that it was illegal,
that under Section 114 of the Companies
Act the plaint should not have been re-
ceived without the applicaut first obtain-
ing the leave of the Supreme Court. I
took another course to forfeit the lease,
hut the Crown Law Department held
that, because it was gaz7etted in the
ordinary form, we had blundered. They

held that I had taken a new step in
voiding the property, and that another
form. of gazetting should have been
adopted. So far as I was ciincerned, had
it not been for the reasons adduc~ed in
the petition of right, Browne would have
got the property. There is another
question concerning certain frauds
which occurred in connection with
the Phcaix propert 'Y, and of course
of those we had no knowledge whatever,
because these things were found out by
the investig~ations of the select committee.
When the select committee went to Kal-
goorlie they demanded certain papers,

*and I believe they were going -to ave
*some startling revelations whilst going
through the correspondlenc e of this comn-
,)any, Anyho..w, things occurred which

never cattle before either the Crown Law
Department or the Minister for Mines.
We reinstated those people. There have
been some complications in connection
with thle property, and it, would have
been impossible, during the time the

Iselect commtittee4 sat, and obtained this
* additional ev-idence in regard to the bonia
ftds or want of Lonafidest of this coin-
p),%y, for the Crown then to take any
ation with a view to giving the property

*to Browne. Although they do not say
so, the general tenor of the report of the
select committee is that the lease should
be handed over to Browe. I think the
hon. member admiits that owing to Trude
taking that option. it would be impossible
without great loss to the State to forfeit
the lease from those people and hand it
hack to Browne. The idea of giving the
lease to Mr. Browne at the present timic
is absolutely out of the question. The
next matter for consideration is, of course,
as to paymnent of any compensation. f
held that there ivas some obligration upon
use in connection with Mr. Browne, and I
insisted that £R25 should be given to him

ascompensatioii for any loss sustained
by him and those who were partners wvith
him at that time. Since then they have,
I believe, expended a large sum of nioney
in lawyers' fees, and I presume also there
would he a certain amount of hiss sus-
tained in connection with the taking of
legal action. I believe the lawy' ers'
advice at that timewia'i that if they took

* acetioni agiint the Crown they- would be
able to insis.t on the Crown giving this,
lease to Browne. I pointed out that

Ike Recommendafions.
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wats an absurd argument, bevavse to,
p~ower whatever could forice the Minister
to give tin- lease to ainy personl. The
,iil 'v thiPng people could doi wouldt
lbe to get ritd of the Minister. if
they could get rid (if the Minister,
they might be -aile to work their ends.
it would be ipossi ble 1)' taking action
iii the law voilrts to obta in tis lease. I
do not think this corn p1ain has say right
or title in the lease now. I have not
iniquired into the matter, bit I blieve the
('omjpany has no interest in it. The ques-
tion arisest whether cornpensation should
lIe given, and. ats I stated, I think there
wats some mioral obligation. Th'ese people
expended large sums of money iii lawyers'
fees, and the property to some extent
was a valuable one, and had it not been
for the mnisstatenment made by the liqui-
dator of the Plimnix Company, Browne
to-day would have been in lawful occupit-
tioti of the property. That may be so.
I think that had th Crown Law Depart-
ment been in possession Of all the facts
we have at the present time, under no
circumstances whatever wouild the lease
have been reinstated. But canl we coin-
pensate Browne in connection with this
matter ? It would be extremely difficult
to arrive at any principle of granting
compensation from a moral standpoint.
Legally the Crown has no liability to
Browne in any shape or form, but
morally lie may be entitled to be the
])ossessor of this property. I hardly
know what to advise in connection with
a matter of this sort. We certainly
might say that Browne was a very lucky
man if he did not get the property. It
has not been a. very rich-grade one, I
think. [Iuterjection by MIR. HORAN.]
There may have been X15,000 taken out
of it, but T do not know what it cost to
,get that gold out. I am sure that many,
lessees of gold-mining properties would
have been very' pleased had their appli-
cations for gold-mining leases been
refused. So it is bard to say whether
Browne has lost mnchi through not hav-
ing received the lease. I think the hon.
member would have been glad if many
applications for gold-mining leases had
been refused to him. But there is no
doubt that Browne has expended a good
sumn of money in legal expenses, and
that he hag suffered a great loss of
time. Some demands have been made in

connection with the expeuse. and I want
peopjle to understand at once that
so fat ats ily view~s ii' the Cabinet at-c
concerned, should the Cabinet agree to
give any compensation at all, I for one
verlainly would not like to see that bill
paid by thle Crown, judging frin what I
have heard oif it. But probiably the
Cabinet might utndertake to givle some-
farther consideration to this mtatter. I
have not. *yet given it the fullest con-
sideration. As fatr as I am concerned,
at the timie I thought £25 as comnpensa-
tionits sapile. P'rolbaly temlrs of
the House may' give sonic idea of what
they really think in at matter of this sort,
but I 1-ojeat that, so faras lain conce-rned,
when I heard the case I felt that the
compensation made to Mr. Browne would
lie amiple, in connection with the suesl-
Lion.

Oil Gotion bv AIR. BATH, debate ad-
journued.

MOTION-STANDING ORDERS AMEND-
MENT.

AS TO URGENCY ADJOURNMENTS.

MR. TF. H. BATH (Brown Hill)
moved:

That in the opinion of this House it is de-
sirable that the Standing Orders relating to a
member's privilege of movingtbe adjournment
of the House on a matter of urgency should
be amended so as to more definitely prescribe
the procedure.

Hle said: I move the motion owing to ci-
cumnstances which arose a fortnight ago
in connection with a proposal to move
tite adjournmeint of the House to call
attention to a niatter- of urgency. On
looking at the Standing Order I find that
although the privilege of a mnember to do
this is prescribed, no definite procedure
is laid down in that Standing Order, or
in those which immediately follow. I
think it is desirable that at no time a
Government majority should have the
right, by refusing to allow a member to
move an adjournment on a question of
urgent public business, to practically de-
cide that hie Should not be heard. So far
as mtembers iii this Rouse are concerned,
there is no question which should bea
more looked at from a non-party stand-
point than the right of members in this
House to voice their opinions. So far a
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this Standing Order is concerned (No.
27), it presribes:-

A motion that the House do now adjourn,
for the purpose of debating some matter of
urgency, can only be made after petitions have
been presented and notices of questions and
motions given, and before the business of the
dlay is proceeded with; but only the matter in
respect of which such motion is mnade can be
debated, and not more than one such motion
inay be made upon the same day.
That is all the procedure laid down in
our Standing Orders in regard to such a
motion, and as members observe, it in no
sense prescribes the procedure which
should be adopted, should anyone object
to a member having the right to stand
up in his place to move the adjournment.
But it is provided that where our own
Standing Orders do not sufficiently' or
explicitly prescribe the procedure, we
shall resort to the Standing Orders in
practice in the House of Commons. This
is laid down in Standing Order No. 1.
That is very explicit: that should our
Standing Orders fail, we shall have re-
course to those of the House of Commons
of Great Britain; and on looking through
the Standing Orders in the parliainen-
tary procedure of the House of Commons
I find that a member there, as here, has
the right to move the adjournment of the
House on a question of urgency. If be
nises in his place to move, after having
given the purport of it in writing to the
Speaker, and if no one then objects. he im-
mediately proceeds to move the motion
to deal with the particular matter which
he desires to have ventilated in the
House. But should anyone in the House
object to his proceeding, then, if 40
members rise in their places, that is
sufficient to give the hon. member
aithority to proceed, but if less than 404
and more than 10 rise in their places, then
the matter is put to a. division o;f the
House. That practice as provided in the
Standing Orders of the House of Com-
mons is adopted in almost every British-
speaking community which has parlia-
mentary government. In New South
Wales, if a member desires to more the
adjournment on a. question of urgency
andI five members rise in their places,
that is sufficient warrant for the hon.
member to proceed. In Victoria, prior
to 1894 the decision as to whether the
matter was of an uargent nature rested
with the Speaker, but owing to this being

found usatisfactorv the Standing, Orders
Committee of Victoria in 1894 amended
the Standing Order, and prescribed that
if 12 mnembers rose in their places the
question was of an urgent nature and
the hon. member wvas allowed to proceed.
That Standing Order is in farce in Vic-
toria to-day. As to Queensland, I have
not a copy of the Standing Orders, and
cannot fid the exact number of inei-
hers necessary to rise in their place in
order to allow at member to proceed, but I
find that a certain number must rise in
their places, and I am informed by those
who bavo a knowledge of the question
that the number is seven. This shows
that the practice adopted in the House of
Commons has been adopted in all tlbosv
States, with of course an amendment.
necessary for the number to be in ac-
cordance with the total membership of
the House. In the House of Commons
of Great Britain the number Of Wiem-
bers is 670, and the number who

i would have to rise is 40, or a propor-
tion of 1 in 15. In regard to the practice
adopted in Great Britain, in Blsektuoro's
"Speakers' Decisions "-decisions given
between 1884 and 1895-the decision of
the then Speaker, the Honourable 'Mr.

IPeel, is given on this question of what
constitutes a matter of urgent public

I importance. He gives this decision;: -

IThe question whether a matter is one of
urgent public importance is within the dis-

Icretion of members who may choose to sup-
port the proposal of the member moving the
adjournment.

It is the fact of meuibers rising in their
places to support the member who de-
sires to move which practically decides
the urgency of the question. In regard
to this sub~ject, as I said before I think
it is unsatisfactory that any Government
majority for the time being should be
able to make a party quest-ion of the
matter, and should be able to say that a.
member should not be heard; because,
after alt, I want to impress on members
who are new to the House thatt the.
question of rising to move the adjourn-
ment can in no sense be a vote of censure
on the Government. The decision of the
question whether a member shall move it

I isa decisionas towliether he shall be heard.
If after receiving permission he attempted
to press the motion for an adjournment
to a division, as he is permit ted to do,

.3foviny for Lea ve.
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then the motion on which the decision
was sought, if it were tone censuring the
Government, would he at motion of q-u
sutre on the Government,; but the decision
as to whether the member shall be heard
or not is one that cannot be eharacterised
as imp ugning the position of or censuring
the Government in any way. MIembers
mnust recognise that in a State like this,
where Governments coute and go so
frequently, they niay Ioe on the Opposi-
tion side at any time ; and it would be
unsatisfactory in the extreme if a mnajorit~y
for the tinie being could deprive them of
the right of being hear(]. It would have
been better had I moved in the direction
of a reeoniinendation to the Stonding
Orders Committee that this matter should
be considered with a view to amending
this and other Standing Orders which I
consider it is ui-cessiry should be brought
ill)to date. This is not thefirt occasion
on which a Standing Order has been
found tol be insufficient to prescribe the
procedure that should be adoitet. 1
have known of instances during the timne
I was Chairma~n of Conmnittees where we
have had recourse to May's Parliamentary
Practice, and the particular emergency has
not been met by any decision in that
record. No doubt from timne to time the
Clerks of this Assembly have noted the
positions where the Standing Orders 'have
not met the case, and no doubt they could
give the Standing Orders Committee
mnanv valuable hints as8 to where the
Standing Orders could be amended to
inore readily meet the wishes and practice
of' this Assembly. I think as far as
possible our own Standing Orders should
he miade to apply to anything that may
crop up in the course of a debate and on
which a decision is necessary. It
is unsatisfactory to have to wade
through the -Standing Orders and
parliamentar "y practice of the House of
Commons as laid down in May to arrive
at a decision; and since the points have
probably been noted thy the Clerks, it
would be better to have some procedure
in our Standing Orders rather than have
it necessary to resort to the decisions of
the House of Comnmons or the decisions
set down in May's Parliamentary Prac-
lice. Should any member move an
amendment in th~e direction of recoin-
wending tl.e Standing Orders Committee
to consider other Standing Orders, I

would he pleased to withdraw my motion
in order to permit oIf such motion being
made. 1 mnove the motion standing in
my namLne.

Ma. 3. B. HOLMAN:- I second the
iimotloll.

THEu PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
1 do not intend to offer any objection to
the inot ion, but I am prepared to move
an amendment to give effect to the desire
the hon. mnember has expressed. I think
the object he has in view would be met
by the amendment I now move, that
the following words be added to the
Inotioit: -

And that the Standing Orders Committee
be requested to draft a new Standing Order
accordingly for submission to the House, and
farther that the Committee do submit Any
additional amendments to the Standing Orders
as to tbein tony seein desirable.

Apparently the rule has been in this
House, where a matter has been brought
forward by a member as a question of
urgency. that the decision has been left
to the Speaker; but latterly the practice
has been for the Speaker to place the
responsibility on the House to decide
whether a -matter is urgent or not. On
one occasion I asked and obtained the
permission of- the Speakier to move a
motion on a question of urgeccy. At
tie same time I agree with the Leader of
the Opposition that it is advisable that a
question of this kind should not be made
a party question, and I consider it, 'pre-
ferable that the Speaker should take it
into his hands to give the decision,

Irather than leave it to the decision
of the House. Very often to leatve
it to the House has the effect of
making it a party question; and asi
we have a Standinig Orders Committee
that has had very little to do during the

*last session or two, I think it could be
very well employed in considering the
proposal brought forward.

TanF MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
second the amendment.

MR. J.0C. G~. FOULKES (Claremont):
It is quite true that there is a Standing
Order framed by the Rouse of Commons
providing that if 40 members rise to
support a member moving the adjourn.

1906,]Urgency Adjournments.
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went of the House permission is given
but here it is provided that the Speaker
is the person who is to judge m~ to
whether the matter is one of urgency or
not.

MR. BATH: Not according to recent
decisions.

MR. FOULKES: There are a few cases
where thle Speaker has refused to con-
sider the matter brought forward as a
matter of urgency ; but as a rule, the
Speaker has thrown the responsibility on
the House. As there are 670 members
in thle House of Commons, the propor-
tion of 40 is one-sixteenth. There are
50 members in this House, so by the
same Standing Order it would be neces-
sary for onl~y three members to rise in

support of the hon. mnember's bringing
forward a motion for the adjournment of
the House.

MR, BATH: I do not Suggest that; I
suggest six or seven.

MR. FOULE S: I only mention this
fact to obtain an expression of opinion. I
happen to be on the Standing Orders
Committee, and although I have not had
an opportunity of speaking with the
other members of the Committee, in my
opinion three members are not sufficient
to support a, motion for the adjournment
of the House. The Standing Orders
Committee would be influenced by an
expression of opinion from members. In
my opinion the number should be 10 or
12 members.

THE PEnnER: You must recollect
that 40 members represent a quorum. in
the House of Commons, and it is 1 7 in
this House.

MR. FOULKES: lamin speaking of the
proportion. I think that it should be at
least 10 members here. I should like an
expression of opinion from the Premier
and from the Leader of the Opposition
as to how many should be necessary to
guarantee that the time of the House
would not be wasted in discussing the
matter.

Mu. F. ILLING-WOETH (WestPerth):
I am of opinion that seven would be
about the correct number. At the open-
ing of a sitting the House is generally
not full, and I think seven should be all
that would his required and should be a
sufficient guarantee that the matter is a
matter of urgency.

Amendment passed ; the question as
amnended agreed to.

At 6*30, the SPEAKER left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Resolved b3y the House, that motions
ie p~roceededl with).

MO1TION- INIMIGUtA1'ION, ARTISANS
AND LABOURERS.

MEL. T. Hf. BATH (Brown Hill)
moved :

That in the opinion of this Hlouse it is Unde-
sirable, in view of the presence of a con-
siderabLe number of unemiployed iii this
State, to hold ont imluc 'ments to, and assist
the passages of, artisans and labourers to this
State.

He said: In regard to this question, I
may say that during all the discussions
that have taken place on the subject of
assisted immigration to this or to any
other State of Australia, I. think the

iconsensus of opinion from those who
have studied the question is that the
only possible gain that can accrue to any
State from assisted immigration is in thes
direction of assisting those who, in the
first place, have a certain amount of
funds, and in the second place a stock
oif practical knowledge in the direction of
settling on our agricultural areas. And
not only from members of the Labour
party, but members from the Govern-
ment side, from the Attorney General
himself, we have heard arguments urged.
in favour of the greatest care being exer-
cised in the choice of immigrants to be
assisted to Western Australia. I remeni-

*her that in one of the publications issued
*by Coghlan dealing with the Seven States
(of Auastralia and New Zealand, he ex-
pressed the view, or rather stated it as a
fact, tbat many of the immigrants who
had been assisted to Queensland, a State
which has done a good deal in this
direction, ostensibly to settle on the agri-
cultural areas of that State, eventually
found their way into the large cities of
Queensland, and assisted in bringing
about the congestion of population which
is regarded as one of the features detract-
ing from the prosperity of that State. He
also referred to the fact that Many were
brought out to Queensland assisted, at
great expense, by the finds of the State,
and when they arrived there and were
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given the title or right to their locations,
they were taken down by people in the
State. These locations were bought at
prices which did not represent their full
value, andl the people who weore brought
out by this means were forced on to the
labour market and forced to compete
with those who already were competing for
employment which was not too plentiful.
The argument has often been urged that
what Western Australia requires is
settlers for our agricultural areas. I do
not think any imember will disagree with
the statement that there is ample room
for a great many more people than we
have at the present time on the agricul-
tural. areas of Western Australia. At
the same time, we must recognise the fact
that before they can lie settled on these
areas, either with. advantage to themselves
or with advantage to the State, a great
deal is necessary to be done by the State
itself in the way of providing facilities
for them when they get there ; and it is a
moot point whether it is not advisable to
concentrate our efforts in the direction of
enacting legislation which will make those
atreas of land along existing railways
available for settlement, and provide an
incentive to bring, desirable settlers here,
without its being necessary for the State to
provide large sums of money and go to the
trouble of offering inducements for people
to come here. Then the matter has been
debated in the House as to who are the
best class of settlers to bring to Western
Australia. There has been general
agreement on the fact that the best
settlers we have assisted to Western
Australia are those who have been
brought from the Eastern States, simply
for the reason that these men have been
ac~customed to climate conditions and to
country and work very similar to those
which obtain in Western Australia;
whereas, on the other hand, those people
brought here from the old country come
to altogether different climatic conditions.
from the conditions obtaining in those
European countries from which they
came. Therefore- necessarily a good deal of
disappoint ment is felt when they arrive
here acd find that they have practically
to learn their business agaiun, and that
they are unable to use the experience
which they have obtained from tbeir
farming operations in the old country.
There is this point lost sight of, when

comparisons are made between Australia
and Canada so far as securing im migrants
from the old country is concerned, that
when people go from Great Britain to
Canada, they go to a country with a
climtate similar in many respects to the
country they left. They go to a country
with a considerable rainfall also, similar
to that o btain ing in t he ol d country ; and
they go to a place the population of
which is very largely made uip of those
whohave gone from theBritish domninious.
Immediately they go amongst friends,
fac.ilities are provided by those friends
for giving them advice as to where to go;
and in all particulars they find the con-
ditions more congenial than when they
come to Western Australia, where in a
large degree they are strangers, and

pWhere they have to learn the conditions,
as T said before, applying to farm occupa-
tion in this country. It has been said
also that no harm can be done, in fact
that it is desirable the Government of
'Western Australia should assist farm
labourers to come to Western Australia,
and should expend money in this direction.
I read in a newspaper only the other day
that in response ton circular issued by' the
authorities in Perth to the effect that
farm labourers arriving by various boats
were available for farmn work, they were
informed from different centres tha there
was an ample supply of labour at the
present time. I have been informed that
immigrants who have come here as
labourers are given preference, in regard
to employment, over those already here
and available- for that emnploymient. The
result is that although some of those may
be able to secure employment in Western
Australia, they only secure it at the ex-
pense of those who are already settled
here and available for farming work.
No possible gain can accrue to Western
Australia from pursuing that method.
It only means we assist people from other
parts to come here at the expense of our
population, which is neither a gatin to
the State nor to the citizens of the State.
Again, many who have been brought here
ostensibly to go on the land and settle
on our agricultural areas have had em-
ployment found for themn; for instance,
in the goods sheds in Perth. I heard of
a ease only the other day, where a man
was brought here to settle on the land,
and he isa wo rking ini the. Rai lway Depart-
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wuena at Northam, for the mnagnificent
wage of (is. 63d. per day. Then again,
we find under this systemn of assisted
immigtratio, a machinaist is brought (but
for the Mforning. Heroic!. I presume this
man displaced one who was already enm-
ployed. In view of the undoubtedl fact
that we have in our midst a great many
unemployed, and a great many find it
impossible to find employment, although
they are desirous of doing so, the Gov-
erninent. should he careful before they
induce mnen to come here who will coin-
pete in the labopur market against those
who, at the present time, find it impos-
sible to obtain em ploynient, thus bringing
about a. worse state of affairs than exists
at the present time. It is stated that the
customn of the Agent General is to notify
the Superintendent of the GJovernmeut
Labour Bureau that men, including,
farm labourersi, are ctoming by certain
boats, and also instructing him to endea-
vour to secure work for them at once;
with the result that these men are given
preference at the Labour Bureau for
jobs that are offering, over those who
are already registered and desirous of
securing employment; which is cer-
tainly an undesirable condition of affairs.
Rather preference should be given to our
unemployed before places are sought and
found for those brought here through
assistance rendered by the Immigration
Department. People being engaged as
soon as they arrive inflicts great dis-
abilities upon them. They are not given
sufficient time to be made aware of the
conditions and the circumstances prevail-
ing in Western Australia, and they are
engaged at less rates of wages tha~n arc
riding throughout Western Australia.
If the result of our assisted immigration
policy is to induce maen to come here
when their introduction means the
cutting down of the rate of wages in
Western Australia, this State will he no
gainer, but a loser by the method.
Although in the Press we have iniforma-
tion of the number and classes of immi-
grants arriving by the boats at F're-
mantle, we have no information of those
assisted here and who comne by the White
Star line.. It is s9tated that inen art.
being landed at Albany under our
assisted immigration policy, and the
number of these is not published in
the newspapers; and evidentlY thip

number is not furnished by the depart-
metresponsible for their introduction.

I sayv if this he done some difi~erent
method should be pursued, and if possible
information shouild be given as to the
number of immigrants arriving, whether
at Fremantle or Albany. Inforiuntion
should also be given as to the class of
those introduced, so that we shall he able

1to know whether artisans and labourers
are being introduced as assisted immi-
grants to compete against those who find

1it difficult to get employment as con-
ditions are at present. There can he no
doubt thatt what I said in the main is
true, nani~y that there is a considerable
number of unemployed in our midst on
the goldields, in skiled trades especially
-1 refer to carpenters, engineers, and
others. The-e are very many mna who
in the past have had constanzt emiploy-
ment for a4 considerable time, but who are
at present unemployed; and the same
thing applies in the metropolitan district.
Then again, so far as miners are con-
cerned, there are very many unemployed.
One has only to go to the Eastern Gold-
fields, where big mines are, to see at every
shift scores of men waiting for a chance
of getting n otouly permanent employ ment
but even occasional work, if anyone hap-
pens to be sick. When we read in the
paper, as we did only a few weeks ago, of
the suicide of a man who left a wife-I
am not s-ure whether there was any fam ily
-and. who did that owing to depressed

Ispirits on account of iuability to get em-
ploymeut, we must recognise the danger
there is f rom assisted iminmigrantsa com ing
here, as is undoubtedly the fact, to comn-
pete with those who are already in an
overcrowded market. I move this mnotion.
because I desire to give the Government
an opportlin icy of furnishing some par-
ticulars as to the methods pursued; and

1if the House carry the motion it will not
be carrying anything in opposition to a
policy of assisting desirable immigrants

1who will settle on the land, but will be
1carrying a motion which will express
sentimnents that have been uttered fromi
time to time on both sides of the House,
namely that it is undesirable that in any
assisted immigration policy we should
assisat artisans and labourers to coiuie here
and compete in an overcrowded market.
Without any farther remarks r beg to
move the motion.

[ASSEMBLY.3 As to ARsisting.
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THE PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
The policy advocated in this motion is

lunti~aIXthe policy which i en
pursued by the Government at the pre-
sent time. The Government have decided
that it is in the best interests of the State
that no other than farmers or farm
hlbourers should now be introduced
by State assistance given to immigrants.
I iuring his first visit to the old country
.11r. Crawford was asked to make inquiries
into the method of selecting immigrants
for the State. He writes by the last
mail to this effect:--

Notwithstanding that no encouragement or
assistance in the way of reduced passage
money is given, a number stated their inten-
tion of going out and taking their chance, and
it is quito possible that these men may not do
well when they get there, and the London
office be blamed for sending out unsuitable
men. This has certainly been the ease in the
past. I have gone through the letter-books
of replies to people wishing to emigrate from
this country into Western Australia as far
back as two years ago, and have carefully
noted Mr. Scammoell's replies, and had the
advice given by him been acted upon we should
not have had amy reason to complain of un-
desirable settlers. In fact in some eases it
might almost be said if anything he erred on the
side of caution. The correspondence book
shows that in the cases of a number of people
who went oat at their own cost without assisted
passages, they did so against the advice of
Mr. Scaunmell. I have looked into this matter
carefully, as a number of the undesirable
immigrants came under my own notice when
Acting Director, and I thought that the Lon-
don office was to blame for sending out such
men, and I have ]ookcd up the correspondence
herewith them and find they gotnooencourage-
went here, but were distinctly advised not
to go.
Farther than that, in regard to the pub-
lications issued by the Agent General at
the present tune I have a copy of the
latest pamphlet published, wherein he
distinctly states that no work can be
guaranteed to intending immigrants on
arrival, and that full information as to
any openings for employment is provided
by the Labour Bureau in Perth. As
members are aware, iii the case of
nominated passages, immigrants are
assisted to the extent of balf their
passage money, that is providing they
are farmers or farm labourers. In the
other case of assisted passages, aid is
given where a man satisfies the Agent
General that he possesses at least £100.
Many of the men arriving at the present

moment are mechanics who are full-
paying passengers,,consequently they
take their chance ofemploymenit when
they get here. But I maintain that we
desire to assist as far as we possibly can
men who are prepared to go on the laud
and who are possessed of somne capital.

IThere is no doubt there has been a con-
siderable amount of disappointment ex-
perienced by immigrants in past days
after arrival here, and this has largely
been due to the fact that tinder the existing
law there is a considerable amount of
delay before a man can become located
on hiis block. For instance, in the timber
country, the South-Western portion, if a
man applies for a block of land there,
before the Lands Department can give
approval to that it is necessary fthat his
application shall be referred to the
Forestry Department, so that they in the
first instance can report as to whether
there is any markcetable timber on
that land or not. In consequence,
there is a considerable amount of
delay entailed in this respect, and to
do away with this delay the Government
are introducing as far as possible survey
before selection, and in those districts
the various district surveyors have been
instructed to survey, excluding market-
able timber, so that persons arriving and
taking up land can go on it without delay.
The practice hitherto prevailing has
caused a considerable amount of dis-
appointment. I maintain that with the
adoption of this principle and the adopt-
ion of a syvstemn of decentralisation which
wre propose to carry out, much of the
irritating delay occasioned at the present
time will he done away with. One of
the first Cabinet decisions this Govern-
ment came to on coming into power was
to the effect that, whilst the Government
was in favour of encouraging farmers
and those likely to go on the land, it
did not wish to assist importation of
mechanics at. the present time. That
decision was forwarded to the Agent
General in the old country, so that he
might know the feeling of the present
Government in that regard. It has been
recognised by this House, and it was
recognised by the late Government.
which appointed a commission to inquire
into immigration, that it is advisable that
we should encourage a proper class of
settlers to Westerno Australia. I agree
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with the Leader of the Opposition that
the most desirable settlers that we can
get are fromi the Eastern States.

MR. GULL: That is unfederal.
THE PREMIER: We are prepared to

be considered unfederal in that respect.
There is evidence that we cannot be very
unfederai. In many instances where land
has been thrown open through the repur-
chase of estates elsewhere, sonmetiines as
many as twenty apply for each block,
which is evidence that people in the
Eastern States are desirous of going on
the land, and, consequently, if they, can-
not be supplied in their own State I do
not consider that it can be a very uin-
federal attitude for this Government to
take up to inform those people that
although they have no land available
themselves, we are ready and willing to
;velcome1 them here and give them anl
opportunity to make a success of farmin~g
in Western Australia.

3Mn. l)AOLISU: Thait is the federal
spirit, is it notP

Tnn PREMIER: It is a, generous
spirit, anyhow. The lion. member has
mentioned the nature of the environment
from wvhic-h those settlers from the
Eastern States come. Settlers in the
nortbern parts of South Australia are
used to some four, five, or six inches of
rain, and when those men have land in a
country where they can be sure of twelve
or fourteen inches, they consider they' are
in a land of promise. As a result man V
of those settlers who have taken up land
on the Great Southern Railway, on the
eastern side of the line which at one time
was looked upon as practically not avail-
able for settlement at all, have made the
greatest possible success. While we are
very anxious to secure as many a%
possible of those farmers who may 'be dis-
satisfied with their lot in the Eastern
States, we are also desirous of encouraging
a suitable type of men from the old
country. There is no occasion for mec
to debate this question at an y length,
because. notwithstanding what may be
said in the papers, we are only desirous
at the present time of getting a suitable
class of men here. We recognise that in
many of the trades at tile present time
there is a certain amnount of depression,
and it is not in the interests of the State
generally' to encourage an overcrowded
labour market. With regard to the oh-

servationstmade by thle hon. member that
imnuigrants8 who have conic out here alre
given preference, I have no information

tthtefct, and consequently I can
only sa'y that what is stated is certainly
news to me. I will take steps to ascertainl

iwhether the informatiou which hie has
obtained is correct or otherwise. -In
regard tn the imnmiigrants who land ait
Albanyv by thec White Star line, those
I understand are treated exactly sitni-
larly to the immigrants wvho come out by
the Ormuz, and full information is given
and the same inquiries are made at the

IAgent General's office as to whether they
would make suitable immigrants or
otherwise. In some eases where it was
found on inquiry that, although these
individuals possessed the necessary £100
capital, they were totally unfit and! would

i make undesirable. settlers, they were
dissuaded froni coming out here. I have
nothing farther to say in this connection,

*except as I have already stated, that the
Imotion as it now stands is not objection-
able to the present Government.

MR. P. J. LYNCH (M~ount Leonora):
Before the motion is passed, to which the
Premier is offering no objection, I wish
to say that it was my intention, had the
Leader of the Opposition not directed
attention to this particular ease, to find
out the true position in the old country
at present in relation to the matter now
under discussion. If the exposition of the
Premier of what has taken plate in the
old country is correct, very little fault
can be found. He says th~at practically
this policy, is being carriel out at the
present time, and that the Government
is only desirous of getting a suitable
class of men here. Until I heard of a
case recently I had no reason for not
placing implicit confidence in the assur-
ances given to the people of this country
both in the Bunbur y speech and other
public utterances mnade, especially at
election time. Recently I camne into
contact with a person from the old
country who has had a very bitter
experience in relation to the attractions
that were offered to him in the old
country. This gentleman was employed
at Barrow-in-Furness in the old country,
where there are large ironworks, and if
his story be correct it certainly presents
a very different picture from thiat wvhich
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the Premier has placed before the House,
as far as the efforts of the Immigration
Department in the old country are con-
cerned in inducing immigrants to come
to this country. This gVentlem~an was, as
I say, working at ironworks at Barrow.
in-Furness, and he had ten in family.
He was tuitions to emigrate; hat
according to his statement he was induced
to emigrate by flowery advertisements
posted not only in the foundry where he
worked, but in other English foundries,
setting forth that amongst other rosy
conditions that obtained here women
could readily secur-e employment at the
handsome figure of £2 10s. per week.
This mnan, having a number of grown-uip
girls in his family, thought that Western
Australia was a. perfect paradise; and on
the strength of this iniducement-and 1
believe his storr- can he fully verified-hie
arranged to leave Eniglanid, got his
family together, and set sail in either an
Orient nra & 0. boat. Having all his
family with him lie was naturally anxious
to finid out how the land lay; and the
first information he received on the
voyage was at Colombo, when lie secured
copies of our leaing newspapers-either
the West Au.qiraljan or the Mforning
He-rald; and in these he found some
matter that specially referred to his own
situation. fie consulted his wife and
said, "I find that we have been de-
cei ved " ; and he felt in a very hopeless
and helpless condition when he read in
those newspapers that all. he had learnt
from the placards in the old country was
a hoax. He camne on to Fremantle, and
all that could he offered him in the shape
of emplokyment for his daughters was,
not X2 10s. a. week, but 10s. or even less
iii one of our inland towns. He was
offered emplo 'yment as a pot-ter on a rail-
way station; and I believe that until
recentl 'y he was so employed at 6s. a day.
Later on his case was brought under the
notice of some of the Ministers; and I
believe that the Minister for Agriculture
(Hon. J. Mitchell) is fully seized of the
facts. The only manner in which the
man was assisted was by his being
shunted on to the land in a very heavily-
timbered district in the South-W~est;
and so far, his opinion of the Govern-
ment and its methods in the old
country is anything but fa7ourable. I
nientioni this story simply to show that it

will be well for the Government to con-
sier the need for reforming its method
of attracting immigrants from England.
Of course we can umderstand the vote-
ctchinig proclivities of any party in
power, when they wish to assure the
people that the Government are not lend-
ing themselves in any way to what will
result in overstocking the labour mnarket;
hut it is rather serious for these in the
distance, who rely on the authoritative
word of the accredited Agent General of
this State in L~ondon, to be attracted to
this country, and to find such a dismal
prospect beore them as certainly pre-
sented itself to this Englishman to

h% oni I refer. I think, rather do I
nssert, that. if the Immigration Depart-
mnt in the old country is practising
such methods of inducing English people
to comie to Wester~n Australia, as stated
by this immigrant, it is high time that
the department was reformed; because
its piveset~ efforts are nothing short of
attracting by false pretences people who
on arrival will overstock a labour market
that is very much overstocked already.
Anyone present at the midnight shift
on Kalgoorlie mines will have seen many
men who, in the hope of securing em-
pdoyment, make it a practice to attend the
change of shift. Bearing that in mind,
I think this subject is one to which the
Premier and the Government can safely
and effectively direct early and earnest
attention. I feel that the Minister for
Agricunlture can substantiate fully what
I have said to-night regarding the in-
dlucements held out to that English imnii-
grant to come to this country, where he
found himself so hopelessly deceived.

MR. E. E. HEITMANN (Cue): It
was not my intention to speak to this
motion, though I agree with the mover
that something should be done to prevent
people coming to this State and taking
work from those already here who find it
hard. enough to keep) going. I was rather
surprised to hear the Premier state that
no assistance has been granted except to
farmers, and that even farming emi-
grants have to show that they possess a
certain sum of money. For his informea-
tion I should like to say I know person-
ally of one party of some 50 immigrants
who came to Fremantle, and but one of
them had the slightest experience of

lin "? igrants Z [13 AucVNT, 1906.]
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farming. Amongst them we had a
money-lender, a feilmouger, an engineer,
and another gentleman who had been
used to buying up farming produce in
the country districts.

Tanig PREMIER: Were they frve or
assisted immigrants?

MR. HEITMANN: Assisted by this
State. I believe that at times even
engine-fitters and artisans of various
sorts, such as carpenters, will make good
far-mers. Some of the best agricultural
settlers in the State come from the gold-
fields. But what treatment is meted out
to those intending settlers who arrive
here from abroad P! A case has been
cited by the member for Leonora. (Mr.
Lynch), and I can cite a, similar case. I
believe that the man mentioned by the
hon. member possessed some money. -He
had 10 children; and on going to the
Labour Bureau he was advised by the
superintendent to look for work in and
about the city. Now how is it possible
for an immigrant to gain colonial farm-
ing experience in and around Perth ? I
know of another man who was given the
same advice; and he asked the superin-
tendent, "How is it possible for ime to
gain any experience in the city, and to do
any good for myself or for the country?1"
He came here for the express purpose of
trying to become his own master; but
instead of that, he found he was brought
here, as far as he could see, to compete in
the open labour market with those
already in the country. He was deter-
mined to go on the land; and after
travelling about the State for a, week or
more, he found a block of land that was
not too good. By the way, he was led to
believe in England that he could get land
within a very short distance oif a railway,
and at a certain price. These statements
lie found on his arrival to be incorrect.
Hlowever, he took up the land, and he
was the only one out of his party 'who
for some weeks after their arrival had
been assisted lo go on the land. The
advice given them by the superintendent
of the Labour Bureau was to seek work
among people of whom too many are
already out of work. I sincerely hope
that the Premier will look strictly into
this matter; and I am satisfied that so
long as Western Australia is in its pre-
sent state--a state worse, I believe
fromn a Labour standpoint, than it has

ever previously experienced -it will bie
absolutely useless to try to encourage
uinmigration. It has been founud
by the experience of politicians in
the Eastern States that the niajorily of
assisted immigrants found thieir w.m v
ultimately into the lab~our imarkets in the
towns. I believe thA mthem We Ca~ll
mnake this country attract ire, when.1 We
'lan absorb those now out of work, when
we have no unemployed, then immnigrants
will come here with out assistance, =dit we
shall find any numbier oif people ready to
take up the land which we have to offer
them

MR. H. DAGFLSH (Subiauo):- I quite
agree with the intention of Ilie mover in
bubniitting this mnotion ; but I rather
regret the fact that it contains the clause
" that in view of the presence (if a con-
siderable number of unemployed in this
State" "-which clause considerably miodi-
fies the niotion. It seems to me it Would
be desirable to pass the motion without
any modification whatever; and that as
ageneral principle we might assert that,

for the purposes of town employmnent,
there is no likelihood of Western Aus-
tralia Deeding to assist the ininigration
of artisans or labourers. Unfortunately,
owing to the result of Federation, amiongst
other causes, we have but few factories
in Western Australia, and we are most
unlikely to have many town industries.
In the Eastern States there is always a
surplus of unskilled labour, always a
surplus ot artisans also; and therefore
the wants of Western Australia can
always be more than adequately supplied
from those States. It is therefore the
height of folly for this State to paky
anything to assist the passages of imuji-
g-rants from the old country to Western
A ustralia, for the purpose of working in
our towns. I was considerably, and I
must say disagreeably, surprised when I
saw the latest list of immigrants that was
brouight under my notice. It contained
the names of a num ber of people who had
been employed in the old con ntryaccordiug
to the newspaper statement, as clerks, as
engineers, as labourers, as domestic ser-
vants, and in a variety, of other occupa-
tions which cannot be followed in this
State except in towns. I yield to no one
in the desire to see every Possible assis-
tance given to people who wish to settle

(ASSEMBLY] As lu Assistiny.



Imfligint8 [1 AUUST 196.] As la Assisting. 1063

in the back country; but we, unfor-
Innately, like every other State in Aus-
tralia, are now suffering from an undue
rush to the towns; and instead of
encouraging more people to come to
our towns, we should absolutely dis-
courage people from coming here to live
on those in the mining and the ag.ricul-
turaM districts out back. We have now
more than one-third of our population
living in the metropolitan area, living, in
other words, on the efforts and the in-
dustry of the two-thirds in our mining
and our agricultural districts. There are
are too many already in the towns.

MR. SCADDAN, Too many civil ser-
vants.

MR. DAGLISH: When 1 was a
Minister I found that a very large pro-
portion of the people who came f rom the
Eastern States, and at fair number of
those who came as assisted imigrants
from Great Britain, camne to seek Govern-
nient billets; and it seemed to me that
the first person they visited on arriving
here was the Premier. Some of them
had letters of intiroduction, and others
came simply on their merits, plead-
ing for employment on the ground
that they had travelled a great distance,
and wvere therefore entitled to work.
For the past ten years, we have been
getting into this State various persons
who hope. when they arrive, to in-
mediately get into a Government billet;
and unfortunately sonme of our -advertise-
ineuts have led peopie to believe that
this class of employee can find an open-
ing here. It cannot too soon be im-
pressed on the Government that we
should advertise, not only in the East
but in Great Britain, that we have open-
ings here for agricultural settlers, and no
one else. I do not like the Premier, in
using the words agricultural settlers, to
include agricultural labourers. 1 re-
member the first shipment of Scandin-
avians we had. I had agreed with the
Agent General that we would welcome
Scandinavians anxious to settle on the
land ; but we got a number of Scandin-
avians who, while willing and anxious to
settle on the land ultimately, were with-
out means and ther-efore without the
ability to take up land. They came out
here to get employment on farms as
farm labourer.%, and it was found when
they arrived that there were no openings

for their services, that there was Rio one
willing to employ them. The upshot
was that ultimately' the only opportunity
they had of getting emilloyument was to
take it somewhat under market price.
We do not wish by means of the taxes our
citizens pay to import persons who will
have the effect of bringing down the
wvages of our artisans here. There are
plenty of persons here willing to go to
work on our farms as labourers, as they
are willing to go to work in other capacities
in Perth as labourers, if they are offered

Ireasonable remuneration; and I say it is
unfair, unreasonable, and unju~st to
propose that the taxes contributed by
these people shall be used for the purpose
of importing persons to compete with
them, and by this competition to bring

Idown their wages to an unreasonable rate.
Therefore I shall be very sorry if the
Premier is not prepared to somewhat
modify the opinions he has expressed. I
welcome the proposal of the Premier to
br1ing out persons willing to settle on the.
land; but I object to his proposal to
bring out persons who are willing to work
ais farm labonrers, because they do not
represent a special class of labour.

THE HONORARY MINISTER: You arc
wrong.

THE~ PxRan: Those Scandinavians
had a knowledge of dairying.

MR. DAGLISH : They did not repre-
s~ent a class having skill that cannot
be readil 'y imparted to others. The
Hionorary Minister, to whose knowledge
I bow with all humility, Bays that I am
wrong. I reply to the Minister by asking
him what apprenticeship such a labourer
usually serves before acquiring his skill.

THE HONORARY MINISTER: He begins
ais a boy.

Mn. DAGLISH: Members know per-
fectly well that there is no trade of this

idescription.
THE PREmiER: How long would it

take you to learn to milk a cowF
MR. DAGLISH: I venture to say that

the Premier, despite any natural de-
ficiencies he may suffer under, could
learn to milk a cow under a week. It is
utterly absurd for members to urge that
any special skill is required to work on a
dair'y farm; and the Honorary Minister
must remember that unfortunately in
Western Australia there are but' few
dairy farms in existence. :THE HON-
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GEARY MIxisTER :We will have them.]
It is one of our drawbacks. Before the
Government assists labourers to come to
work on these dairy farms it would not
be a bad idea for the State to start dairyV
farms. I remember something about a
butter factory at Busselton.

MEMBER: It is there now.
MR. DAGLISH: The factory may be.
Mn. HAYWARD: It is working.
Ms. DAGLISH: I am glad indeed to

bear it. At the same time the member
for Wellington will admit that there is
but a small demand for labourers on
dairy farms in Western Australia.

Mn. HAYWARD: Because the I)rice is
too high.

MR . DAGLISH: If the price be too
high, it would perhaps be reasonable to
ascertain what price the lion. member
thinks should be paid to these labourers.

MR. Scinnn'r: They say l5s. per
week.

MR. DAGLISH: As a matter of fact
there are many men working in this
State as farm labourers for X1 a week.

MR. EWING: And their food.
MR. DAGLISH: Of course, and their

food.
MR. LYNcH: They are getting X1 in

Scotland.
Mu. DAGLISH: Food of a sort. Will

members urge that we need to assist in
paying the passages of persons from the
old country in order to reduce the wages
below X1 a week? If that be so lain
not willing to support members in the
effort, and I hope that the Government
in power at present will never take any
steps with a view to reducing tbe wages
of farm labourers below X1 a week.
As a matter of fact, there is any quantity
of labour to be got in the country dis-
tricts at that rate, and the Honorary
Minister who contradicted me a while ago
on another point is, I believe, prepared to
confirm my statement in that respect.

THE HONORARY MINISTER: NO; I
cannot.

Mu. DAGLISH: I would be glad if
the Leader of the Opposition would agree
to the excision from his motion of these
words: "In view of the presence of a
considerable number of unemployed in
this State." [MR. BATH: Move an
amendment.] I do not think these words
are vital to the motion, and I think that
the actual condlition for the time being of

the labour market does not in aLnI 'VWay
affect the principle involved in the motion.
I move an amendmient:-

That the words " In view of the preselice of
a considerable number of uncinploiycd in this
State "~ be struck out.

AIR. J. B. HOLMAN: I second the
amendment.

TEE HONORARY MINISTER (Mi'.
.1. Mitchell) : A good deal bus been said
about the unemployed, and oif course no
man can move about this country with-
out realising that there are Imay nfl-
employed. As far as I am personially'
concerned, we could well mark time in
tile matter Of immtligration. We must
a~bsorb the men we have in the countryv
before we need trouble ourselves about
getting men in.

MR. JOHNsoN: Itis a dangerous phrase
to use, " mark time."

THE HONORARY MINISTER: Of
course it is, because it has been so long
followed by men such as yourself and
others that it is dangerous t) mention it.
I desire to say that the agricultural lands
of this State are capable of absorbing a
great many men. All the men un-
employed to-day might find employment
there; and it seemsa to we that the right
man to settle on the land is the man
aecalinuttised, or the wan who has some
experience of the conditions here. It
seems to me also that the inan who is
here now might well be expected to mnake
use of the liberal opportunities we are
prepared to offer. There is no reason
why this course should not be followed.
Every man knowvs that fartning is not a,
worki it used to be. A mail to be success-
ful as a farnner must have brains. It
has been truly said that y-ou must fer-
tilise, and that the best feitiliser one canl
apply to land is brains. I am sure my
friends on the Opposition benchecs will
agree with me that if we are to have
brains we must take the men not from
the farming districts alone, but probably
we will need to look to the artisans and
tradesmen of the State. So far as I, am
concerned, I see no reason at all why thle
lands of the State should not be used by
the people of the State; and in using
them, the people would make room of
course for the immigrants we need. The
member for M1ount Leonora referred to
the case of a man with tenl children, and
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said that I knew of the case. I may say
that I heard of it from a friend, and it
was arranged that this man should call
upon me, but he never troubled to do so.
] know very little of the cnse except that
1he man arrived at Northam with his
family, some of whom found eniptovnent
there. I heard that subsequently he took
up land in the South-West District and
was quite satisfied to go there. Tt seemis
to me that the man must have been very
simple indeed if he was persuaded that
his girls, who are very young, would be
able to earn £22 10s. a week in this State,
Surely no statement of that sort would
be accepted by any reasonable man.

Ma. BATH: rParagraphs are appearing
to that effect in the old country. I saw
one a week ago.

THEs HONORARY MINISTER: It
seems incredible that a. reasonable man
would believe any such statement. The
mewmber for Subiaco has referred to the
matter of employment in the agricultural
districts. There is no such lack of
employment for good men. Farming
labourers must be experienced. It is
absurd to say that any man will make a,
farw labourer. I venture to say that if
the member for Subiaco would go with
me to my district for a week or two he
would see that it requires a considerable
amount of skill to be a farm labourer.

MR. DAGLIsH: How much would you
give a week ?

THE MINISTER: I would give the
hon. member all he was worth. There is
plenty of employment in this State for
farm labourers of the right type.

MR. SOAJDDAN: Working all day and
half the night.

TaE MINISTER: It is no use a man
going on a farm who has not had some
experience of farming in his early life.

Ma. ROLTO.N: YOU pay well for it at
15s. a week.

THEx MINISTER: That statement is
absolutely absurd.

MR. SCADDAN: It is absolutely true,
according to sworn evidence.

MR. SPEAKER : Order!
THE MINISTER:- I do not know

much about the wages paid on mines, but
I know something about the wages paid
by farmers in. this State.

Mamssz: Give us them.
THE MINISTER : The average rate of

wage ruling in the Eastern Districts for

farm. labourers, who do not work ight
and day, is 25s. and their keeip; in other
eases, Esa. a day, and they feed them selves.

MEMBER: Not always.
THE AMINISTE R: Of course not, but

2.5s. is the ruling wage; and I venture to
say that any man at all skilled in the
work would get up to .90s. if he went to
the Eastern Districts to-day. Of course
th~ere are many mien walking about the
roads who are totally unfit for farmn
work., These are the m~en that the inein-
ber for Su biaco states oug ht to ma ke farm
labourers; but J can assure him that
they do not, rind they are walking about
the roads unable to find employment.

Mn. DAGLISH: I have known expe-
rienced men, who could not get employ-
wuen fat a fair wage,

THE HONORARY MINISTER:-
Many people ask me to send themn good
farm hands, and if the member has any
mnen in his electorate who are suitable I
will undertake to find them employment.
There is thbe other side of the question.
These labourers in turn make good
settlers. The best of settlers come from
farm. labourers. It is said we ought to
have men from the Eastern States. I
entirely agree,%with that statement. The
farm labourer of to-day usually comes
from the East; and notwithstanding that
we have to pay more than was the custom
in the old days, it is the best and
cheapest labour we have bad. These mien
mnake excellent settlers, and I think the
member for Subiaco was not right in
saying that farm labourers should not be
imported. These are just the men we
want: those who get on to the land even-
tually, and do not swell the ranks of the
uunmployed in the city.

* MR. A. C, G ULL (Swan): I really fail
to see that the striking out of the words
proposed by the member for Subiaco
will very materially alter the question.

*I would like to say a word or two on
behalf of agricultural labourers and the
agricultural industry in general. My
experience has taught me that although
we get good men from the other States,
Aill we get good meu from the old
country. I am perfectly sure that
as soon as the English agricultural
labourer has obtained the necessary expe-
rience in this country he makes the best
man for the country. I have found
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that not only here but on the gold-
field. at prospecting, and at all bush
work, on stations and everywhere else,
the imported Englishman, as soon
as lie becomes acelimiatiseil, is the best
nianfor Australia. There is a peculiarity
about Australians, those from the East-
ern Staies, as well as those in Western
Australia: - they do not like farm labour-
ing. They will not take it on if they can
get labour in the towns. It is positively
true, and we know that country life has,
not the attractions city life has. But I
am prepared to say that a steady farm
]lind at the end of twelve months will
have more money than the man knocking
about town getting casual work. As to
the question of wages, and more, par-
ticularly as to the accommodation on the
farms, I admit that up to a few years
back there was a great laxity on the part
of farmte in tha t respect. But circum-
stances have changed, and wages have
risen to 25s., and the tuckering on the
farms is in most instances very good
indeed. I myself would prefer, if I were
looking for employment, to have a nice
billet in town where I could knock off at
five in the afternoon rather than work
the long hours one has to do in the bush.
But we must bear this in mind: an
industry will only paky the wage it can
afford, and I assure Members no vast
fortunes are being made, especially by
the small fariners, to-day. Farnmers
reqnire labour, and the whole thing
reduces itself to this, that the wages of
ani industry will be what that industry
can afford to pay. [Maanns: No.1
Most certainly, yes. Either that or there
would be no eiuploymunt at all. It is
simply' absurd, hon. members. to the con-
trarY notwithstanding, to say we could
parv farm labou rers £2 or £2 10Os. a week.

Ma. SCAIDDAN: Some far-mers have
made fortunes in four years.

Ma. GULL: Fortunes have been made
on large estates. There has been a big
market for produce which was induced by
the rush of population to the country,
and the produvtion had not overtaken the
deniand . Thte heavy rush of population
created a fictitious demwand. I have known
£8, £99, and £10 a ton paid for chaff,
and in the older settled States of the
Commonwealth the price was not more
than 50s. pe-r ton. This is bound to be-
levelled down as soon as we have sufficient

production in the country. The price
will drop to its normal condition.

NA. JOHNSON: Did you pay higher
wages when you got these big returns?

MR. GULL:- We did not, There was
no need; there were plenty of mnen eek-
ing employment. I do nu1t Care What a
mnan is, a miner or anything else, if there
is a ruling wage and a man is seekiaig
employment and is willing to take tha
wage, the person offering the employ-
inent is entitled to employ the man at
the ruling wage. I quite agree with the
muember for Leonor-a in instancing somne
persons who unfortunately have come
out here under false pretences. 1. k-now
of a case in which a man brought his
family out, and according to the unfor-
tunate conditions existing, before he could
get on to his block of land he had first of
Ll1 to pay his deposit; then the land had

to be advertised and gazetted three weeks
he!fore it could he put up for sale. During
these three weeks the man and h is family
hLad to hang about, living at hotels, and
it cost this man £40 or £50 before be
could get on to his land. I would. like to
have the power of dealing with the agent
who put the man onl to the particular
class of country he took up. The agent
put himi onl to a bit of country that the
ian had no chance of earning a living

fin. I would very munch li'c to bring
home to agents that they must take a
reasonable and fair view of things when
they show people country and advise
them to take it up.

MuR. T. HAYWARD (Wellington):
I1 think thrt Minister for Agriculture has
answered the memb er fo~r Subiaco, hut
there was one matter mentioned in regard
to Scandinavians. Tmo member said
that these people were! engaged below the
asual rate of wages. I will put it to
anyone: would a farmer pay the full rate
of wages to a manl who is uinaccustomned
in this place? When a mnan has been in
die country for a couple of months he
will not work for less wages than other
men. Reference has been made to the
rate of wages, and one mai er said that
the food was "of a sort." I assure
members that a farmer is obliged to feed
htis men as well as he feeds h imself, or the
men will not stay with him. Those men
t'm11ploved on farmis in tmy district are.
paid as well as any class of labourer in
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the- State. The member for Subiaco
would lead us to suppose that any' man
can go on to a farm and do the work.
As I interjected, a man to be a good farm
labourer must start as in other busi-
nesses; hie must commence young and
work his way up. It is no use people
supJposing they call put at man to a
plough straight away. The same thing
applies to dairy farming. For a man to
be a good dairyman he must begin when
young. As to no dairi jung being carried
on in the State, the prime (of labour pre-
vents dairying being carried on at a
profit. In Victoria dairying is largely
carried on by people with large families
who do the milking. In the early days
in the South we had dairy farms turning
out 200 and 300 pounds of butter a week.
These farmers had their families helping,
and they could not have got on without
them. Men could not be got at a reason-
able rate to work every da,'y in the week,
Sundays included. That is the reason
why dairying has not paid in this coun-
try. But the time will come when the
land is more closely settled, that people
will gemn for dairying, hut at the p~resent
time the price of labour prevents it being
earned on to any extent.

MR. JOHNSON - What wages do you
pay in dairying to-day V'
Mn. HAYWARD: I do not suppose

you could get a man for less than 25s. a
week and board.

MR. JoHn soN: The industry will not
carry thiat P

Mn. HAYWARD: It will not.
Mn. HEITMANN: Then it is no good.
MR. HAYWARD: I have been con-

nected with the dairying industry for
more than forty years, and had it not
been for my family assisting me in the
milking I could not have carried on.

Ma. W. D. JOHNSON (Ouildford):
Just a few words in support of the
motion. As a matter of fact I am pre-
pared to support the amendment, as
there is not a great deal of difference
between the motion and the amendment,
for it seems we shall always have the
unemployed with us; therefore the
amendment does not make much differ-
ence. I desire to emphasise the necessity
for exercising great care in the introduc-
tion of immigrants to our shores. As
the member for Subiaco pointed out,

*during the term of the Labour Ministry
we endeavou red to introduce land selectors
or settlers into Western Australia, and
at our first attempt we found the Scan-
dinavians who arrived caused us no end
of trouble to plate them. We found
these men had absolutely no capital and
110 knowledge of farming; and they bad
been sent out especially on account of
their qualities as farmn labourers. When
they came here they found the conditions
altogether different, and we had a great
deal of trouble to place these mien. I
believe the same thing occurs in regard
to all immigrants who arrive; those
who are nominated, and others who
are selected by the Agent General.

iPeople are either misled at the other
end or the conditions in the old
country are altogether different from,
the conditions in Western Australia,
because on the land here they are utterlyIunsuitable for our class 'of farming.
Again, whilst we are told that a number
Of farm labourers are coming, when they
arrive in Western Australia we find they
are mnechanics and artisans aind mien who
have an absolute horror of going away
from the cities. They will not leave
Perth or Fremantle. I suppose some go
to 'Kalgoorlie, but we find th at these maen
all want to stay where we have a lot of
our own people at present seeking employ -

I went. Consequently when we find from
the daily Press that frequently a number
of mechanics are arriving, it is necessary

fthat action should be taken, and I hope
1 te Government will go into the question
whether the time has arrived when we
can afford to introduce artisans and
mechanics into Western Australia. Let
mne say a few words in connection with
the references which have been made to

Ito the necessity of introducing farm
labourers into Western Australia. I
know that on the goldfields we have only
too many, I am sorry to say, from the
agricultural districts of the Eastern
States. They are working or trying to
get employment on our mines, any
quantity of them. I came into contact
with them to a large extent while secre-
tary of the hiiners' Association. Those
men used to come to me and ask me to
try and get them work onl the mines. At
the same time they told mue that they had
not been engaged on mines and that they
had been brought up on farms. There
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were large numbers of farmers from the
Eastern States. You turned round and
said, 11It is no use for you to try to get
work on mlines underground. Your only
chance is to try and get work on the sur-
face; you are no good underground ;
your best way is to go to the agricl-
tural districts&." The reply was "We
are full uip of agriculture; we %re
tired of working from daylight till
dark and working after dark at night."
[Interjection by Hon. F. H. FlussE.]
It is useless to say they have not to work
long hours, I will give one illustration
of what happened in connection with the
electorate of the member for Northam
(Hon. J. Mitchell). There was an old
carpenter who had been working on and
off with sue for years past. Whilst
working at mines on goldields, I always
had this old chap working with mue. It
was true lie was getting old, and 1 bad to
keep him going with special work. After
be camne to the coast he was for a con-
siderable time working with me. That
man wats a competent tradesman. He
was, ats I say, getting old, and he could
not cope with the bustle in our cities;
but generally speaking he was a coinpe-
tent tradesman. On leaving recently to
contest my electorate in [Kalgoorlie, I
tried to get him work in the agricultural
districts. I sent him up to Northamn
with a note to a friend, asking that
friend to try and get htim on a farmi. He
was specially cut out for that particular
work, and on any* farming work, timber
work, you could not put hin wrong. I
got him work at Grass Valley. He told
me he never had such a time, that he got
25s. a week-a mechanic with a full kit
of tools-that lie started work at 7
o'clock, that ho got an) indifferent break-
fast before 7 o'cloS .- it is true that he
got three or four snacks during the day-
and he was very lucky if he finished by
8 o'olock; all for 2-5s. a, week. If I had
a contract in Perth to-morrow and the
ruling rate of wage was 10s. a day, 1
could give him that, amount, because I
could pick out work ou which he would
be as good as any of the best tradesmen
in the State. it6s no good for members
to come here and] say thv have full syni-
pathy with the agricultural workers, aaud
that tbeyencourage good men to go there.
[ MEMBER: He was not a farm labourer]1
I know he was not; hie was a miechanic

employed in building sheds and
farm. houses on the farms. He
was a mian perfectly qualified for the
position, and he could do his work.
F ~iterjections.] There are exceptional
cases, I suppose, where good wages are
paid; but that is a veryv striking illustra-
tion which came to my own knowledge
and one which made ine think that the

griculturists of this c ountry do not give
fair working conditions and fair wages to
their employees. [MEMsBER: They' do,]
There are exceptional cases, but the fact
reins that, generally speaking, the
hours of labour are long and the wages
paid for those hours of work are not
sufficient to encouruge good men to go
into the agricultural districts. It is no
use for members to get up anxd say there
-are not sufficient labourers, in this, State
to -fill alt the req uiremnents in the agri-
cultural districts. There are any quantity
walking about the goldfields, working on
a shift now and again in order to keep
themselves going, and doing that in
preference to coining down to working at
2.5s. or 20s. a week, in the agricultural
districts, for 10 or 12 hnurs a day. That
is why those men are not encouraged to
come here. The member for Swan (Mr.
Gull) states that you cannot pay more
than the industr y can carry. That is
not a. sound proposition at all. If an
industry will not pay a living rate of
wage, a fair rate of wage, that industry
8110uild -not exist. The member for Swan
gave me a very striking illustration in
connection with his statement as to the
price of chaff. He said that they were
getting £8 a ton, whilst in the Eastern
States they were only receiving £2 10s.
In reply to an interjection he stated that
when he was getting that large return for
Ihis stuff he never paid an 'y more in wages
than to-day, when the price of the stuff is
on the sam e level as that in the Eastern
SLates. That shows it is not a sound
argumuent, to state "1We will only pa~v
what the industry will carry." They pay
what an industry will carry when that
industry is down to bed rock, but when
it is flourishing tliey never take that into
consideratioii at ailt and never give the
wvorker ally more. wages in proportion
to the high profits obtained. [Inter-
section. I' will give an illustra-
tion in regard to Urn mines. When
conducting a case in the Arbitration
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Conrb-1 believe it was the first, or it
was 0110 of the first, in this State in
connection with otir Arbitration Court-
and I was representing the miners of
Kalgoorlie, thei representative of the
Chril-wr of IMines stated that they could
011 , pay what the industry would carry.
Imtmediately I tried to pin them down to
it. I said "Very well, I will take you
on that position. We will take the
mines returns and pay the men in pro-
portion to the profit you make." Imme-
uliate'ly he withdrew, and said, "We wiii
pay what the non-paying mines are
p)aying." or in other words, " We wvilt
pay from lie losing proposition instead
of taking into consideration the profits
of patying mines." That only goes to
show that white they use the argumient
they uise it in connection. with an industry
not paving, and when we get a good
flourishing and paying industry we find
that the workman gets no consideration
in proportion. I do not want to go any
farther into this, but I want the Govern-
ment to seriously consider the question
and try to minimise or reduce the number
of men being encouraged into this State
to-day-artisans and mnechanics. We
have no room for them, and it is a crying
shame to bring men here to work when
we cannot supplv themn with labour at a,
fair rate of wages. Above everything
else I want to appeal to agriculturists to
try and give a little more consideration
to the mnen employed. There are good
employers, I know, but to a large extent
the agriculturists do not give that con-
sideration to their employees which is
desirable. They should give better
consideration, shorter hours, and higher
wages. I do -not say large wages, because
having been brought up on a farm I
know that it is usually an occupattion
carrying a small rate of wages; but if
they were to give a reasonable rate of
wageH, 25s. or 30s. a week, they would
have no difficulty in getting good men.
If they cannot pay that, I say to the
men, " Keep away from the industry,
because it is not worth working in."

How. F. H. PIESSE (Katauning):-
IL seems to me, if one may judge by the
remarks made by membecrs to-night-
although I reg-ret to say I was not here
when the lion, member m~oved the motion
-it is a sort of farmers' night out. We

have had the opportunity to-night of
airing our knowledge and we have taken
advanutage of it. Although the member
for G]uildford does not as a rule indulge
in exaggeration, I think that to-night hie
has somewhat done so in his reference to
the instance mentioned iii regard to the
mechanic who went on to a farmi recently
for the purpose of getting work. Hie
mtentioned that this mechanic worked
from the early hour of seven in the
morning and had not finished by eight
at night. I think the hon. member
exaggerated somiewhat, because from mny
knowledge of the work done on farms
that is not the rule, and I have not
known~ of any such instances. If he had
gone baock to the old times, those
medimeval. timies I may term them, when
we were boys and used to engage in
farming, when we had to commence work
at the early hour of four, perhaps doing
all we could to keep our eyes open
waiting for daylight, he might have comt-
plained.

Mn. JoTNnson: I will give the hon.
member the name of the farmer I refer
to.

HON. F. H. PIE SF: In those days
one did work long after daylight dis-
appeared, and I think my old friend on
my left (Mr. Hayward) was very modest
iu his remarks, or he could have gone
back to those days and have told members
what the English labourer had to do and
what wvages he received. We have heard
much about the unemployed-and no one
symJpathises with them more than I do-
hut I have an opport unity of judging the
number of unemployed in the country,
and I think there are not so many as we
are led to believe there are. Many good,
honest, hard-working, industrious men
are, I admit, out of employment to-ay,
hut there are many men who, as we
have ofteu heard it put, are looking for
work and hoping not to find it. That
is my experience. Such men travel about,
and in many instances they do harin to
the honest tradesman and the honest
labourer trying to find work, hoping to
get it, and desirous of giving a good
daty's work for a fair day's pay. From
my knowledge of the farming industry

Iand of the employers I say that the con -
dition of the farm labourer is very much

Ibetter now than it was even five years
Iago. Better wages are paid, and in my
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own district-and I speak with a know-
leige of other districts also-the rate of
wages rules from 20js. a. week to 8Q2s. 6id.
at week, with keep). That is not as it
was in the days of the past wht-n workers
were suijed with l4lbs. of flour 11lb.
of tea, 2lhs. of sugar, and a quarter of
mutton. and tht-y banl to cook it them-
selves. Those were the dlays when the
workers had somethiago to grumble about.
To-dayv where two or three men are emn-
ployed thpy have at cook, and the pro-
visions are well cooked and provided for
them. There is only one disadvantage
that I can see, and it is one that should
be remedied as soon as possible. That is
am to the sleeping accommodation given
to the men. The provision is not so
good as it should he in many cases, but
it must not be forgotten that we are in a
new country, and we are starting to build
it up, and in places I refer to the people
are not able to make provision for the
better accom modattion of the men. There-
fore I feel that the men themselves must
for a time put up with some drawbacks
in this direction; and provided they are
wvell paid-and I take it they are well
paid in most, instances-under those cir-
cuinstances thetv are doing very well.
When we come to the artisan, we know
that to-day the wages are very much
higher than they were five years ago;i
therefore a man often goes about looking
for work because he is not prepared to
work below the recognised wage. I am
not one who wishes to bring wages down,
but I do think there are men required for
farming work, such as, the erection of
rough buildings an,] structures, stabLes,
houses, and other buildings for the occupa-
tion of the farmer, who could find work
readily, provided they be handy with their
tools, at a rate of wage from 8s. to 10s. a
day. But I know that there arc most in-
different wen; and others who are really
good workers will not work for less thanu
12s. a day, which wage the employer
cannot afford; hence he must content
himself with inferior artisans to do work
which could he hetter done by the more
experienced, whom hie is uniable to em-
ploy. It seems to me that the men
should he gradled. A carpenter who can
do fine work of a special character,
such as door and window-frame makin,
is worth more than the man whose
tools -are simply the axe, the adze, aind

the saw, to hew timber for building.
Those members. who take an interest in
the welfare of labour can bring about a
better state of affairs by grading, say,
the carpenters, so that those who confie
themselves to rough work will get niiich
more continuous employment than if
they insist on having the same rate of
wage as the joiner, who demands the
high rate insisted on by the unions. ft
is because of the high wage that the
inferior artisan is not employed. The
problem is undoubtedly difficult. I agree
with the mover that care should be taken
in the selection of immigrants, and that
the countr 'y should not be inundate-d by a
class of labour that cannot be absorbed,
to the detriment of workmen already in
the country' , endeavouring, perhaps with-
out success, to find employment. But
we must remember that we have a never-
ceasing cry for immigration, for farther
settlement of this country, with enor-
mous areas available for settlenment, with
many advantages offering to settlers,
with undeveloped resources upon which
our future welfare must depend; and
it seems to me we are taking a wrong
course in prevenitingimnmigration, and that
the motion if passed will be detrimental
to the future interests of the country.
I would rather see a superfluity of labour,
perhaps with some little distress, some
little difficulty in getting work, than
wish to see thu market tho~roughly bare,
rather than see the development of the
country neglected. The question is diffi-
cult to handle, and no doubt there is
difficulty, too, in makingsa proper selection
from those who, induced by our travelling
lecturers, present themselves at the Agent
General's office in London. It is difficult
to ascertain whbich are the best men to
send. I have said previously in this
House that I do not always expect the
labourer to be the most successful settler.
I ask for a settler with common sense and
a fairly good pair of arms, who is able to
exercise judgment, able to do anything
that may be required to fit himn for the
development of the land. If he fills those
requirements he becomnes quite as good
a settler as the man who has been brought
up to what may be termed farm labourer's
work. In my own experience I have
found that some of the most successful
men have been clerks; and clerks can
sueced as well as others, provided they
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are physically capable. They have done
quite as good work as thehest farm hand,
and have been equally successful. I will
give an instance pointed out to me to-
night, of the history of one immigrant
in this State. The muan to whom I
refer camne here with mneans. He had a
splendid opportunity. In the first in-
stance, he took up a thousand acres of
land, 12 'years ago, during the regimne of
the W.A. Land Co. He settled in one of
the most favoured districts in the colony,
and during the last fortnight he has sold
out his farm. He had previously sur-
rendered half the area, which lie was
unable to work, though hie had at large
s ian of money when he started. A friend
of mine who lives near the farm says that
this man sold out because he had
to get up too early in the morn-
ing; and to obviate this inconveni-
ence, he adopted the following course..
He wrong the necks of all his roosters,
because they used to wake him too early;
and he kept no fowls except hens on the
farm. If a man wishes to succeed, he
must wake with the crow of the rooster,
and must not take so arbitrary a
course as to destroy one of the means of
causing him to wi~ake. I visited this
man's farm about one Year after ho took
possession; and he with pride took, me
to a pond which he had constructed near
his house, and into which water was
being run. He told me that he bad
prize ducks there, which he kept in at
yard he had built. I said to him, 'IT
notice that you have wire-netted one
half of your pond, to enclose your ducks.
What do you do with the other half of the
Pond ? " He said, " I keep that for my
drinking water." [A laugh.] That is
perfectly true. That is the man who
recently sold off his farm, of which lie
had previously abandoned 500 acres, le
has not made a success even of the other
500 acres. He camne to this countryv with
a capital of £2,000, and he has now dis-
posed of the farma at a price hie never
expected to get. In a few days he is
leaving for England, where it is said he
is likely to do his best to defame this
country. I say, those are the men we
do, not want in Western Australia. I
think that the member for Ivanhoe (Mr.
Scaddan) will bear me out in this,
because he has had an opportunity of
seeing the country while lie wats travelling

ott the Immigration Commission. As I
think I have said to him before, it is not
after all at question of the experience ;
it is a question of the man. The man
with a good heart, a brawny arm, and a,
strong resolution, in at country such as
this-I do not care whether he goes on
the land with only 5a. inbispocket-if he
has the will and the determination, can
be successful. Therefore, in the circum-
stauces, I shall not agree to a motion topre-
vent people from coming to this country.
I wish to see the people here. If we ha~d
to-day people coining here in thousands to
build up a population of millions, we
should not need land taxation; we could
depend on the people to help us by the
industries and the resources they would
develop. Population is what we want in
Western Australia; and the lack of it is
our drawback to-day. I say it is too
dangerous to pass such at motion, aking
that certain immigrants be prevented
from coining. [Interjection.] I agree
with the interjector that the motion
refers to the selection of immigranits.
But who is to determine the right People
to come? If the Agent General is to
say, "I1 will pass this man and reject the
other," I should not Like to have to be in
his shoes. As I have pointed out, when
I1 recollect the men whom I know to be
most successful, not only in agriculture
but in other industries, I know that
success is not a question of what has
been a man's previous occupation, but of
his own Strength of will, his determina-
tion to succeed; and given that, and the
opportunities which are within easy
reach of every man in this State for
doing something to build it up and to
strengthen himself and increase his
wealth, I say that, short of inundating
the country with thousands of unem-
ploye'd, I wvould risk a continuance of
the present state of the labour market
rather than interfere with immigration.
Before sitting down I should like to ask
the mover (Mr. Bath) to consider the
history of the whole of Australia during
the last eight. or nine years. Even
to-day Victoria, New South Wales, in
fact virtually all the Eastern States
are on the up grade; yet we hear of
unemployed there. We hear of unem-
ployed always. They are ever with us.
The ,y will always be, more or less. Some-
times there will doubtless be a greater
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number of workmen available than thle
counitry' can absorb ; but in such a
country as this, offering so many oppor-
tunities, let workmn takce the oppor-
tunities available, and no matter what
class of workmen they be - labourers,
carpenters, bricklayers, or mechanics-
inen of any type, provided they are men
of good calibre, 111C) of determination,
can be sucecessful in Western Australi,,
and] at this stage T prefer rather to oppose
than to support the motion.

MR. T. WAL~KER (Kanowna): It
sems to me that this motion has re-
Solved into a discussion on farm labourers,
whereas the motion desires simply to
express an opinion on the wisdom of
holding out inducements to artisans and
labourers-not farmi labourers particu-
larly- to migrate from the old country.

Mn. BATH: Of course I meant farm
labourers. to be included with the others.

MR. WALKER: But from the speech
of the member for Katanning (Mr.
Piesse) it is evident that what is looked
to in encouragying labour of any kind is
the development of the country with a
view to the farming interest.

HoN. F. H. PIESSE (in explanation):
T did not intend to confine my remarks to
fa rming. I have always given every
credit to the miner, the timber-cutter,
the pastoralist, and every other worker
who builds up the country.

MR. WALKER: I give the hon.
member credit for a wish to see ever~y
industry go abead; and I believe him to
be desirous of developing Western Au,%-
tralia by every means. He has sense
enough to know that is not to be done by
paying special attention to any section of
those industries that are to make a
country great. [How. F. R. PirEssE:
Hear, hear.] But I submit that in this
motion, simple as it sents, we are face to
face with one of the most pitiful problems
that can engage the attention of the
House. We have heardl members speak
to-night of the difficulty with which
employers of labour in the farming dis-
tricts pay wages at all. We have had a
member whose opinion must meect with
die respect of the House, state that
without the assistance of large families
farmers have no chance of making
their industry pay. FMs. GULL.: Dairy
farners onil.2 Well, dairying is one

class of farming, and it is farm work for
which we need labourers. And yet,
unless (our farmers have large families,
they cannot carry on work of that kind.

IThen some members have said : If that
be so, we should not carry on the industry,
Now compare the present state of this
country with that of New Zealand, where
pretty fair wages are paid to dairy hands.

Mn. BATH:- Far higher that in Wes-
tern Australia.

Mac. WALKER: Far htigher. And
New Zealand employs a far larger nuin-
her titan Western Australia. And what
is the reason?

Mit. GULL; A better country.
Ma. WALKER: But is thavt the sole

reasone No. it is because the Gov-
ernmenut of New Zealand has been a
common-sense Government, anld it has
looked first to its own citizens. It has
done uall it could to restrict immiigrationl
and to find employment for its own
people. That has been the policy of
New Zealand. New Zealand has built
factories for its dairy farmers; it hats
given l)onuses to those who made the
best butter; it h"s established dep6ts for

Iplacing the butter on the market ; it has
iby every possible means assisted dairy -
1men to dispose of their butter not only
in New Zealand but in the Home imarket,
by finding agents to represent the colony
at Home. by doing all it could to provide
better shipping facilities. New Zealand
looked to its own people. Now what are
we doing for any of our farming indus-
tries? I admit there is some promise of
mnak ing things better for the farmer of
the future than they have been in the
past. But the Government is doing
nothing. And what is the result? Iit is
true, as has been stated by agricultural
members, that the farmer of this
country cannot now pay high wages.
The young farmer who is going to turn
the virgin soil into a prosperous farm,
who takes his axe on his shoulder and
goes out with 5s. in his pocket, men-
tioned by the member for Katanning,
and who makes the place a home for him-
self and his family of the future, cannot
for a long time to come pay wages to his
hands ; and there are h undreds of farmers
tit this country' who have to work night
and day almost in order to live from year
to year. And why is that? Because of
'lin- had policy of the Governments in the

[ASSE-MBLY.] As to Assisting.



Immgrats:[15Auisr,190.] A to Assisting. 1073

past in relation to the farming industry
ii) this State. In the first place, let me
sa v that Federation itself is a deathblow
to the farming prospects of this country;
hievause, how can farmers paY high wages
to their hands when they have to com-
pete in the Market, not only with their
felIlow farmers of this State, but also with
thle farmers of the whole of Australasia,
aLndf wil h the farming surplus of South
Avstraliat, Victoria, New South Wales,
:Mid Queensland being landed at Fre-
mantle ch~leaper than our own farmling
products can be brought, down to the
mnetropolis ?

MR. GORDON: That is hecause they)
have cheapy labour in the East.

MR. T. WALKER : Undoubtedly.
What must followF The farmer here
mnust have cheap labour, else he cannot
-oipete with the cheap, labour abroad.
It is not the farmers that must be blamed,
hult the stupid shortsighted policy of a
Government that gave us into the hands
of the East. That is the cause. I
symnpathise with the difficulties in which
thle farmers are placed. Unquestionably
thle l ife of the labourer on a farm is bard.
If any labourer should be well paid
for his work it is the farm labourer.
He cannot have the short hours-the ideal
of unionism. He cannot work when the
seaLsons Will not permit it. He must
take advautsge of those opportunities
that. nu~ture allows ; anti nature brings her
seasons of activity when the farmn
labourer must. be up with thle cockcrow,
as the member for Katauning says, and
cannot go to sleep or rest when the sunl
goes down. He must he working every
available minute of the day in order to
necolliplishl what nature says mu-Lst be
dlone then or not at all., Thie life of the
farm labourer is a hard one. It has
miany disadvantages. It has not those
luxuries of delightful living we have had
pitorntd to us. There are mnany farmers
in this country wiho still have to feed
themselves andl their families on kanga-
roos when they can get them. Even at
Nitrthaim there are no luxuries. Are we
onl that aucolunt to say that thle industry
shall die? I submit there is no more
important industry in the State than that
of fanning. I niean that in all earnest-
ness; because, when the mlines are ex-
hausted and when all the means of
cereating wealth from artificial sources

are gone, the farming industry has to
feed the population of this country in
the future. It is the basis of all our
wealth and prosperity for time to come.
Then, what is the argument? That we
must pay attention to the facdlties that
we give to the farmer; that we must see
that he gets better markets than lie has
got, and that the State must interfere
and the Government see that the farner
is not undersold and ruined hy the
cheaply impo~rted sttf from other
States. Our own farmers ust have thle
market. We cannot blame them for not
paying high wages when they themselves
are not earning enough to live on or to
pay the wage which is the ruling price in
the industrial market to-day. Then
comes the question : Are we, because the
industry is harassed as it iA now, to
encourage farm laboure rs to come or to
encourage any kind of laboures to flock
into this State PA I submit there are
plenty of men who would he glad to accept
employment as farm labourers if the~y
could get anything li ke a. decent liv in g on
which they could suipport their families.
The farmers cannot do it because our
industry is hampered b y the unwise
Governments we have had in the past.
In the meantime, if we do not take the
action suggestedI by a motion of this
kind, what shall we do? We shall bring
people in, here, not to go on firms-
because they do not go on the farms-
but to crowd into) our cities and to come
into competition with our miners and to
come into competition with Men emT-
ployed in such industries as we have in
Perth or Fremnantle. In other words,
the importation of artisans and labourers
at present cannot possibly make the agri-
(-ulttlral districts any brighter, but it
must make far darker the prospects of
the artisans; and labourers in our cities.
As a matter of fact, things are now so
daryk in the farming districts that the
sons of thle farmersi are leaving the-
farms and coming to the cities to find
employment.

HON, FR H. PIEssE9: I would like to
sayv that I do not think there is any
truth in that. If it is a fact, it is not to
my knowledge.

MR. T. WALKER: I hare met with
them myself. I do not say that their
numbers are numerous, because the uun-
her of farmers in the State is not so
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great as to make these farmers' sons
visible at every streot corner. But there
are farmers desirous of leaving their
farms.

HON. F. H. PIEssE: - a d not deny
that some of them do so.

Mi&. T. WALKER: Exactly; and if
those brought up from boyhood on farms,
those whose fathers and grandfathers
were farmers, are flocking to the cities
because the opportunities of the country
are not promising, how then can we
blamne these people brought up in comn-
parative luxury in the city for not going
in for the hardships of a farmner's life
when the inducements offered them are
so poor nowP It is not the farmt
labourer that is to benefit the State. It
is the bona fide selector who takes up land
for himself that will maLke the country
prosperous; and when we get wise land
laws and easy conditions of settlement,
and fair treatment for the man who de-
sires to settle on a farm, and when we
assist him at the proper time and in the
proper way, then we shall have nothing to
complain of in the way of our agricul-
tural indust ry, providing at the samne time
that those defects I have pointed out are
reinedied, and we are able to look after
our own markets and protect our farmers
from unfair competition. If this is done.
our industry will go ahead and our labour
market now glutted will be relieved, and
those unemployed in our cities to-day,
Kalgoorlie and Perth, will seek homes for
themselves on the soil. At present the
inducements are not sufficiently bright to
enable them to do so. In the meantime,
it. is the duty of the Opposition to protect
those labourers who are already here and
can find no avenue of employment, and
to protect their families grow-ing tip, who
may require employment in the near
future. What is to be done with
the young people who arc growing uip in
this State, those who are not imported
hut are additions to the families of those
settled hereF What are they to do P
They cannot all be farm labourers; nor
can they all be artisans in the present
condition of this State. While we have
no industries and cannot establish any,
and while everybody is dependent on the
luck of the moment, without any sure
prospects for the future, it is a serious
outlook. What is to become of the
families with three, four, five or six sons,

all maturing in rotation? What optenings
are there for them ? And while there are
no openings for them, we are spending
their money to bring competitors from
abroad, who as soon as they arrive in
some ins lances a re fo rced i nto the chari ty
market, and have to go to see Mr. Long-,
more at the Labour Bureau to try to gut
free passes to) the country or anywhere to
get out of the way, and who are asked to
go about Perth and compete with those
locally who are going a bouit seek ing bread
for their daily living. That is our posi-
tion. Let us find work for those who are
here. Let every m an he employed in this
State, and let the farming industrY go
ahead; and we will not need to advertise
abroad that, we want people, because they
will flock here. Pipulation will conme
whena we make this place a country in
which men canL get good livings. rt ts
Make this at homeI to live in, and pe~ople
will conice of their own accord. The diffi-
culty Will then 1 bto keep, them out. While
we are in this lackadaisical mood of

*doing nothing and passing Police Offences
*Bills when peo)ple are crying out for
bread, and whenl we cease to act for the
interests of population and mnerely' carry
out our own fads, the numbers of uncut-
ployad will daily increase and every
addition from abroad will be an addition
to the suffe~ring we are inflicting on the
p~eople of this State. While we may
sym pathise with the farmers we miust
Sympathise with those homes that are-
destitute, with those bread-winners who
are workless, and with those famnilies
that are starving. These require our
attention ; andl while we h~ave a single
honest, deierving family starving in our
midst for want of work, we cannot
afford to spend a shilling in inviting any-
body to come here from abroad.

Mn&. J. BREBBER (North Perth) -: In
addressjing myself to this question I will
not follow the arginments of hon. members
preceding mne. The only thing I desire
to draw attention to is the distinction
between the artisans and the agricultural
labourer, or the man who settles on the
land. The conditions applying to the
two classes of labour are so different that
we cannot pass an Act for the benefit of
the artisans of the State that would be
for the benefit of the agricultural settlers.
My experience has le that, wherever
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there is plenty of employment fur the
artisan, the artisan will require no assist-
ance to go to it. If artisans are well
employed in Western Auistralia or
America, others will flock to where there
is plenty of employment. But when we
lo~ik at those who work or settle on the
land the conditions are altogether dif-
ferent. The population that is settled,
or I liat works on the land, is difficult to
move from one country to another. Oince
at Ian is settled Onl the land lie is there
permanently. The distinction is eq ually
between the agriculturist and the miiner

-sbetween the agriculturist and the
artisan. If we had a splendid discovery
of gold in this State we would find
miners earning from every part of the
CJonimonwealtl. They would flock to this
Stale- to work on the mines, and they
would require no assistance from the
Slate to come here. All they re-
quire is the opportunity to get plenty
oif work at good wages. Exactly the
same remarks, apply to the artisan. Hfe
requires no State assistance. He will
follow the work where it exists with high
wages. Agriculturists are entirely dif-
ferent. When we talk of assistance,
I am in favour of the motion that
no assisted passages should be given
to artisans unless under very special
curcuni stances and conditions. But I
say that in a cotutry like ours every
ass istance should he given to the
healthy man, wore especially the mian
wit-h a family, who has a little capital, to
induce him lo settle on our lands. I do
not want the House to believe, as one
member said, that there are no lprosljects
for agriculturists in the couintry' . I think
we hiave the finest prospects for people to
settlv on our land, and the finest, pros-
pects for people to live in this State.
Ouir markets are better, and our markets
will always 1e bewtter than those in other
parts of the Commonwealth, because we
handicap them. We have the carriage
from the other States to this State,
which should always he a benefit to those
who are producing' on our laud. I say
that the heavy tariff on Produce from thle
other States to this are in favour of the
men here. I do not wish to continue the
argument at any length. I shall support
the motion. I think assisted passages to
artisans and miners are unnecessary, lint
we might granot alsisted passages to

agriculturists from the old country, for
they wnake a fine class of settler in this
country. I have much pleasure in sup-
porting the motion.

MR. J. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe): I desire
to say but very little on the motion be-
fore the House, but in view of the fact
that I had the honour to occupy a
position on the Royal Commission ap-
pointed to inquire into immigration, the
dluty devolves on mne to say one or two
things on the motion. In the first place
L desire to say I agree tAo a great extent
with some of the remarks made by the
member for Kattanning. I believe we
have in Western Austriae somne of the
finest lands, taken together with the
climate, that can be found in the world
from a wheat.producing standpoint. But
we must remember that farming as
carried on in Western Australia differs
from that carried on in the old country,
in Canada, or in the Eastern States. We
not only go in for wheat growing, but
mixed farming, and that is whete the diffi-
culty arises in obtaining the right class of
labour for Western Australia. Inigiving
evidence oin the immigration of labour we
had more than one man admit that
farmers could get good ploughrnen, or
good gardeners, but they could not get
the combination of all they required.
They could not get a manm from the East-
,ern States who was a good labourer, a
good ploughman, and a good man to
look after sheep or cattle. That is the
position we find in Western Auostralia
to-day, especially for the 'ni who
labours on the farm. The small fanner
(toes all his own work, but the large
farmer, as in the case of the member
for Katanning, goes in for mixed farmi-
ing, and if he wants a man he wants one
who 'knows every particular branch of
farming. I holId this now, as I held
then, that, these farmers employing labour
do not give sufficient inducement to Me11
to remiain with them when they prove
themselves to be efficient workmen.
While in Boinbury taking evidence I
gave an instance. I asked questions of
one witness, and I will read the questions
and answers for the information of the
House-

Do you think the condition offered to men
sufficient to induce them to do that work ?
I sin paying- .I a week and board.

[15 AraUST, 1906.]Immigrants:
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Do you consider that sufficient in this
country ?-It is a great deal more than I got
when I was ayoung man. I had to start with
.420a year 30 or 35 years ago, when every-
thing was double the price it is now. I know
a number of married men with families of five
and six children living on 25s. a week; and
they have made a start in life on that. There
is a man in this town who started on some-
where about those terms; and I think his
cash income now is over £1,000 a year.

Unfortunately that argument is brought
forward too often in a country which
desires to progress. It is not right to use
the argument that because such and sucha
a thing occurred when I was a boy that it
should occur now. I farther asked:

Do you think this is sufficient to induce men
to take positionsP Here is an advertisement
asking for "a man able to milk, drive, and
garden, must be an early riser, i 1s' a week.'"
Ts that an inducement 7-No; I do not think
it is.

That was the statement I made just now.
This was an advertisement appearing Ini
the West Australian, and I say under
tbese circumstances no wonder the
farmers of this prosperous State cannot
get good men to do their farm labour.
With regard to other large employers, I
could instance the case of Mr. Padhury
of Koojan. I do not wish to particularise
Mr. Fadbury, but this evidence has come
uinder my notice when looking through
the report. Mr. Padbury is one of the
largest employers of labour in the State,
and T believe be accommodates his men
well : hut I cannot say he pays his men
too well. I have knowledge of the fact
that hie had a man Working with bimrfor
a number of years, a man who was prac-
tically Isis foreman, for he looked after
the farm when Mr. Padhury was away,
and that man had to keep) his wife and
family of three, I believe, on 30s. a week.
Here is an extract from Mr. Padhuryv's
evidencet

What hours do you work P-Fromn 5 o'clock
until sundown. Two hours for dinner time,
and hair an hour for breakfast.

Piecework or wage ?-I pay both. The Farm
work, all day work or weekly work, I pay £21 a
week and board. Married couples get 30s. and
a cottage, and a drop of milk, a garden, water
and wood free, and a little fruit sometimes.
This is the way these large employers.
men who are able to pay better wages
and offer better inducements, who com-
plain that they* cannot get suitable labour
on their farms, treat their hands. I anm

prepared to admit that at the present
time the farming industry is in a strug-
glinig position, and we shall have to
encourage it, but if we encourage- it we
must not do so at the expense of our farm
labourers. In view of that fact I sav
that tbis side of the House is quite
within its rights in drawing attention to
the fact that after all a great many of
the complaints ats to obtaining insuifficient
and incompetent labour aire broughitabout
by these ,men's own niisdoings.

HoN. F. H. PIxaSn: In the case you
refer to the wife does: not do any work.

Mu. 80KB DAN: 1 am not sure.
Another matter is the hours men are ex-
pected to work. I cross-questioned one
of the witnesses, I believe Mr. Orowden
fromt Nangeenan, about employing miners.
I had aske d him particularly this question
about miners wanting to give up their
employment owing to their health failing
them, and he said:-" I prefer not having
anything to do with him." I asked the

Ireason, and he said, "The miner only
wants to work eight hours; that will not
do on a farm." I said, " Suppose a
miner On a farm extends himself as
energetically as he would when mining,
could he not do in eight hours as much as

Iis done in twelve," and he replied, " It is
not possible to do it; I prefer not to have
anything to do with him." I then said.
" Is it not because they will not work all
day and half the night,"1 and he said 11I
admit it is." It is because the men will
not become slaves all their life on at
miserable pittance of 15s. or 21, or '30s.
a week, and it is unreasonable that it
should be expected. Mr. Padburv says
these are the hours the men work on his
farm. In answer to at question what
hours do you work? lie said " From five
o'clock until sundown. Two hours for
dinner time, and half aIn hour for break-
fast." That is Mr. Padhury of Kooj1an.

How* F., H. Pisss: That is in
summer time.

MR. SCADDAN ± That is in summer.
In winter the men ale called at 6 o'clock,
and commence work at 7. In view of
these facts I say after all many of the
complaints made from this (Opposition)
side are justified. I am not prepared to
make the statement that this is usually
done, or that it is alwaysB done. I say
that there are cases where it is done, and
the men who complain most about not
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being able to obtain sufficient farm
labourers art the muen who pa'.v the low
wages, and are working the inen unider
the most miserable conditions. With
regatrd to encouraging immiigrants, I
candidly admit we have a fair field for
iminigranits of the proper class. After
thie Conmamission went thorough iv into the
question the 'y submitted their report, and
one of the paragrapihs, I think, touches,
tini the very poinit to which the motion
refers. I will read that paragraph (42),
as follows:-

The present population of the State contains
an abnormal proportion of workers. Trhis
condition cant remuain healthy only so long as
the mines, forests, cornfields, Public works, and
the building trade can keep these workers em-gloyed. Communication with other countries
eing frequent, any demand for more workers is

rapidly supplied. Under snob conditions it is
clear that any State expenditure on the intro-
duction of men needing employment would be
of doubtful utility, if not a dangerous policy.
'To encourage the immigration of men without
means, who would necessarily have to seek
employment from others in order to save the
necessary money with which to improve their
selections, would he detrimental to the in-
terests of the local worker, and tend-to still
farther delay the proper development of
the land. For instance, Mr. Hayter, of
Dowerin. told the Commission he went on the
land with X15, and nine days after taking
possession had to seek work elsewhere. Had
there been no employers he must have failed.

That is the position in regard to the
small man to-day. The member for
Katanning knows full well that there are
mnen in his own district who have gone
there with a very little capital, and after
a short period they have had to return to
the goldfields to seek work for another
period, so as to obtain more cash to carry
on with, or they find employment amongst
their neighbours. That is the position
in Western Australia to-dlay. We have
not a great number of farmers employing
labour. Most are struggling in the early
years, and everyone is not in the favour-
able condition in wrhich the larger farmer
is placed. Many of the new settlers are
only too Willing and anxious to obtain
work fromn their neighbours. Under
these conditions I support the motion
moved by the Leader of the Opposition.

Mit. J. P. MeLARtTY (Murray) : It
seems to mec the debate has drifted to
farm labourers, because the Premier
stated that was the class of men it was

intended to encourage to conie to the
country. But fis far as[ [Eall un~derstandf,
some mneibers are opposed to eveni farmn
lbtores being brought from England,
staling that we get sufficient of that
class of labour from the other States.
Although there are plenty of farm
labourers from the other Stats comning
here, I should he sorry to see the immii-
gration of fitri people stopped fromn
England, because the farmi people fromj
the other States do riot stop on the
farms. At the present time we employ
five men. Four came from the old coun-
try, and one fromi Australia. Members
muay think it is because we are not good
masters that the men do not stop, lbut I
do think that would hardly work (out,
because one of the mnen we have had
with us is an Englishman, and he hUs
been with us 40 years drawing his
wages, and now he is almost past work.
We have another man, a Scotch mnan, who
has been with us five years; another, also a

IScoteliman, who has been with us four
Years, and another who has been with us
one year. We had a mian with us for
34 years. and he left to get married.
With regard to Australians, we find that
they are continualfly wanting to get into
thepolice force or into the Railway Depart-
ment. They never seem satisfied on at
farm, and we know that the Australians
as a rule-I am an Australian myself -
are migratory and always want to keep
moving about. Far-off fields look
jpleasant, somehow, to them. Af ter thle
South-Western Railway was made there
was a cont ract for a railway to Muhlewa,
and wages were just as good in the
South-West. whilst the climate was
better, and there was plenty of water.
Within a week after the Mthlewa con-
tract was accepted there were 100 men on
the road thither, and all that time was
lost in travelling' These men were
engaged, but the position was not as good
as they expected, and they were found
streaming back to the South. The Aus-
trahians are, I say, very fond of shifting
about, to say the least of it. So far as
comparing this country with New Zea-
land is concerned, we must recollect that
in New Zealand at farmer grows 100
bushels of oats to the acre, whereas in
Western Australia if a farmuer gets 40
bushels to the acre he has a very
good crop indeed. Again, talking about
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emIployment., there Will always lie uncut-
ployed in Western Australia, for the
reason which I have given, Iramel)' that
thle popullatioll are funid of shifting;- and
I amn sorry to say they are rather impro-
vident. In iny varied camreer I have had
to do with a great mtany things, and I
Was on a timber station at one tinme.
On a Saturday whent I was there the
men got their p41y anld Went to
the storekeeper, and a few minutes
afterwards were playing two-up. They

p layed all that evening, and I was
loing on. It was continued all day

Saturday and Sunday, and oin Monday
morning two of the mien got nearly the
whole of the wages. Had those 'men
been dismissel onl Mondalay or lost their
places, they would have been liwnuiless.
I am sorry to say that is very often the
case amongst the laboltring classes.
Talking about farniers not giving suffi-
cient wages, they are givinig_ jus~t asL much
as they can afford. There are plenty of
men who would hire two mien where they
are only hiring one, if they,% could afford
to do so. There is very little p)rofit ma1!de
on the land at present. The other day
we saw about the sending of some fruit
to the old coutry. We noticed that Mr.
Rester sent soml-e selected fruit frojm
Bridgetown to England, and that this
fruit was sold at ;t Vi-ry fair price; but
when the results were ascertained it was
found that he had the magnificent sum
of one penny to his credit., so there is not
very much in sending fruit, as far as I
can see. I should be sorry to see imini-
gration of farming men from the old
country stopped. If a. person is at good
farm hand in England he is a good farm
hand in Australia, anal he very soon
drops into the habits. It is a mistake to
say that any man c:an do farminig work,
and that it does not require shill. Even
in such a thing as; digging, a man musti
have experience. I do "not Wish to take
up the time of the House, hunt I should
be averse, as I say, to stopping imi-
gration of farm labourers.

Nn. ME. F. TROY (Mount Magnet):
This motion does not, as the previous
speaker thinks, aim at preventing the
immiigration of farni labourers, but it aims
at preventing the immigration of arti-
sans into this State, and with that inten-
tion it has been introduced by the mover

and amnendedl by the mnember for Subiaco
(Air Daglish.) There is no doubt that the
majority of the people who are now
entering the State through the offices of
the Agent General in particular are
people of the artisan class, and the
example mentioned by the member for
Leonora (Mr. Lynch) to-night of a
person following the trade of an artisan
in & manufacturing town in Great Britain
having been urged to comle to this State
by the glowing accounts lie read in Great

i Britain hats been borne out to my know-
ledge by that person's own statement.
At Northamn a few nights ago I met that.
gentleman who was so enamouted of his
prospects in Western Australia. that he
caine to this State, and he assured inc
that he camne here because pam-phlets
were circulated in England telling the
people resident theme that farmters could
receive from £2 to £4 per week in
Western Australia, mud that female ser-
vants were in demand at £2 and £2 10s.
It was because he saw those advertise-
ments be was induced to conie to this
State. It is that class of inuinigrsnt, dis-
appointed with his lot in Western Aus-
tralia., which we desire to prevent from
coming here. We do not desire to pre-
vent farmers from coming here, but it is
because so few of our immigrants are of
that class that this motion has been
moved by the Leader of the Opposition
to-night. There is no doubt that there

1is at the present time in Western Aus-
tralia a very large number of unemployed,
and amongst that large number of uinem-

*ployed are very many persons who at one
Itime or other have been engaged in the
agricultural industry and who are com-
petent to-day to act an farm servants.
At the siame time we find that whilst
these people are being registered at the
'loverninent Labour Bureau we have the
Government instructing the farmners
throughout the State that farm labourers
are arriving fortnightly from Great
Britain, and that farmers may have
them on application to the Superinten-
dent of the Labour Bureau. The cir-
cular says that many of them are open
for engagement on arrival. Yet at
the present time there are hundreds of

i persons in this State who have been here
for sonic timie and who came from the

1Eastern States, and there are also many
natives of the State, who are anxious to
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get work at our farmus. I sa LY tis sort of
thing should not obtain whilst those
persons are out of work.

HoN. F. H. PissE:; That will always
be the ease.

Mat. TROY:- Yes; but we should look
first to lie people here before we intro-
duce other people and find work for
themi. It has been said that no per-
son can become experienced as a farmer
unkess hie started young. In that case
bow arc those who conie out from
Great Britain in the prime of life to
become experienced farmers ? They will
not have time to wake themselves
acquainted with the conditions obtaining
in this State. At the isame time, it must
be remembered that in many eases a,
farmer from an Eastern State is not com-
pietent to at once begin farming opera-
tions in this State, because in this State
the conditions are dissimilar. Some
farmners are engaged in the sugar industry,
some1 in tobacco culture, and some in
cotton culture, and those people are not
competent here to) start a sheep run.
Some years4 will have to elapse before
they can become thoroughly acquainted
with the industry. I followed the occu*
1 natii)I of farming for some years. I
happen to be a farmer's son, and I wish to
say that I amu just as dissatisfied with
the farmer's life as are many people in
Western Australia. In the first place
the hours are too long. I know that in
the morning we would start work about
four o'clock and have brea~kfast by lamp-light, and we would knock off work when
it was dark, about eight o'clock, working
about 14 hours a day.

MR. BUTCHER:- Where was that ?
Mxa. TROY: In the north-east of

New South Wales, on the Richmond
River. [IfEMBER flHow long ago?]
Fourteen, years. Similar conditions ob-
tain here. [MEMBER:- No, they do not.]
I am glad to hear they do not, a-nd if
they do Dot, that will be a greater
encouragement to follow the occupation.
The occupation is not altogether too
hard , but the hours are too long, and the
life is one of the most monotonous that
can be followed. No- inducement is
offered by people concerned in that occu-
pation in; the way of giving the workers
some enjoyment. Again, the wages are
too low. Here they may be higher than

in the Eastern States, but I venture to
say that in many instances they are
not, In fact a, member on the other
side admitted that the highest wages
paid were a -Cl aL week and keep. Only a
day or two ago in the agricultural dis-
tricts I was assured that no sheds are
provided for the farm labourers to live
in, but that they are compelled to pitch
their tents in a paddock. No provision
is made for giving them some comfort-
able place to live in. And at the same
time the living is very hard. Some
farmers in this State do not grow any
vegetables, and many farmers with large
flocks will eat tinined beef rather than
kill a sheep. A few days ago I visited
some of the agricultural portions of the
State, and I found the same condition
of thingsobtaining. Whilst that obtains
it is not likely that people are going
to be induced to follow the occupa-
tion of a farm labourer in this State.
It has been said that the people
here cannot compete in dairying and
other farming operations with the
people in New Zealand. I want to)
know why this cannot he done. There
is no doubt that the people in Western
Australia have greater advantages in
many in stances than the people in New
Zealand. The member for Wanowna
(Mr. Walker) stated that the Govern-
ment of New Zealand safeguard the in-
terests of the fanner to a greater degree
than do the Government of Westerni
Australia. I will admit that is correct,
because the Goverrmnent of New Zealand
carry out manmy socialistic, enterprises
which the Government of Western Aus-
tralia would not consider. At the same
time it must be remembered that the
farmer in Western Australia has a bomne
market which the New Zealand farmer
does not possess. I doubt whether any
farmer in any other part of Australia has
the same possibilities as the farmer in
Western Australia. He has a large gold-
fields market at his very door, and if he
cannot compete against his Eastern
neighbour 'he should receive very little
considorration. Again, it must be re-
membered that the farmer in Western
Australia has far greater advantages as
far as the market in the old country is
concerned, as he is two days' sail nearer
that market than is the farTmer in the
Eastern States.
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RON. F. H. PIESSS: You can get far
better freight from -Melbourne and
Sydney than front any other parts Of
Australia.

Mut. TROY: Why should that be?
That should not be so, if the Government
did their duty; aud the meaimhcrs repre-
senting agricultural coustitueonces should
urge upon the Government the necessity
of snaking the conditions of the farmer
here as regards trading with the old
country equal to those of the farmer in
the Eastern States.

HON. F. H. PnssE: We will do that
if you will let us have popultition first.

MR. TROY: You willget the popula-
tion if you do that first. At the samne
time, there are doubtless lileist v of people
in this State Willing to follow a farmer's
life if they can secure the advantages
offered by the Government it) outsiders.
On our goldfields are somec of the finest
men in the State, only too anxious to
secure a piece of lanid to tuake homes for
themselves, if they can get it on fair
terms, with assistance from the Govern-
ment. We should settle those people on
the land before we induce others to come
to the State from older countries, men
who know nothing about the condition of
life here, who are not even acclimatised,
and who must live here for years before
they can be of any benefit to the State.
Let uts assist people already in the State
to make homes for themselves on the
land, and then we can reasonably set;
about assisting immigrants from Other
countries. And when we do assist immi-
grants, when we spend money which we
can ill afford to spend at the present
time, let us assist none but farmers and
farm labourers. Let its not assist the
immigration of artisans. They can never
engage in farming, but will try to follow
their occupations in the towns and the
city, and will for ever be discontented
colonists. And as I wish to see the
immigration of such persons as far as
possible prohibited, I will support the
motion as amended to-night.

On motion by Mr. H. BRO)WN, debate
adjourned.

RETURN-LAND REGULATIONS,
LEASE S.

Ma. T1. H. BATH (Brown Hill) moved:
That there be laid upon the table of this

House a return showing-i, The number of

leases now held under ('Iaue's 66;, 67, 68, 69,
70, and 71 of the Land Regulations of Western

i Australia. 2, The amount of rents paid there-
on, 3, The date of expiry of such leases.
As the Premier would not oppose the
motion, discussion was needless. "'le
information sought would be highly use-
fl when dealing with the Laud Act
Amendment Bill wvhich the Premier was
to introduce.

Mu. MW. F. TROY (Aft. Magnet)
seconded the motion.

Question put and passed.

MOTION-BOILER EXPLOSION, TO
INQUIRE.

MR. P. J. LYNCH (Alt. Leonora)
moved :

That a select commnitte~e be appointed to
inquire into the boiler explosion on the Sons
of Owalia, mine ; also the mode of inspection
practised by the boiler inspection branch of
the Mines Department on the boiler that
exploded and on others during the last three
years.

It was necessary to refer to certain cir-
cumstances arising prior to the boiler
explosion on the Sons of Gwahia mine in
March last. The explosion, if it did not
involve thre bereavement of widows
and families or the loss of life, must
nevertheless have been the most dis-
astrous of its kind; and it was incumbent
on the Government and the House to
grant an inquiry to enable the blame to
be properly apportioned. The mere fact
that this hoiler, which had for years
previously given indications of weakness,
was allow~ed to continue for a long period
in active service, showed that blame must
rest on seine one. True, some explosions
were altogether unavoidable; some acci-
dents occurred which even the most skilled
could not foresee. In view of the coim-
position of the materials used in steam-
driven machinery, and the dangerous
elements at work,it was almost impossible
to entirely prevent explosions. None
could determine how long a piece of steel
or of iron would last, or that it would not
suddenly break up and upset all previous
theories of its durability. In this case
the papers showed beyond doubt that
certain causes led by slow degrees to an
explosion that could easily have been
prevented by efficient departmental inspec-
lion, and that, according to the Chief
Inspector of Machinery, two parties were
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blamable; first, the district boiler in-
spector, secondly the owners of the
boiler. He (Mr. Lynch) believed that
three parties were concerned :the Chief
Inspector of Machinery, whose instruc-
ions inight or ightl not have been

carried out; secondly, the local inspector,
who inight or might not havVecarried out
literally and iii spirit tihe instructions of
his chief; thirdly, the owners of the holler.
whose relation to the accident remained
to be determined. Tme first indication
of any inhlerent weackness in the holler
was discovered as far back as A pril, 1904,
when Inspector Latinmer, thoui in charge
of the Malcolm district, on a periodical
examnination of the boiler gave a certifi-
cate after subjecting the boiler to a severe
internaltas well as; a hydrauic test, and
Jphaced on record that the lathis used to
show whether there was any deflection in
the f i unae crown showed a'certain deflec-
tion, which at a vry early stage showed
a weakness in the boiler that naturally
excited the su spicion of the expert. Accord-
ingly lie warned the owners of the boiler
that they should procure some furnace
Aect-ions; because it would bie much
better to have them ready and convenient
to put in instead of suffering a. reduction
in the power which would naturally lessen
the efficiency of the other boilers with
which this particular boiler was con-
nected. That was two years before the
explosion occurred. The same inspector
in the course of the ordinary inspection
in November, 1904, recorded that the
pitting had not increased and that the
-new furnace sections were then on the
,way out. The next occasion when the
boiler came in for attention was on
the 17th May, 1905. Mr. Lovegrove
inspected the boiler on that occasions
and he issued a certificate. At the
same time he noted on the back of the
certificate that the boiler would be out of
commission when the next inspection was
due. The certificate issued on that
occasion was to expire on the 17th Nov-
ember, 1905. Next the Chief Inspector
of Machinery telegraphed an inquiry to
Mr. Lovegrove;

Have you granted certificates on working
inspections for two months boiler at Owalia
Mines as decided?
That was on the 12th December, some
time after the certificate had expired.
From that it appeared that the Chief

Inspector of Machinery came in for active
participation as to the condition of the
boiler in the future. After this, Mr.
Lovegrove had what wa,; called a work-
ing inspuction of the boiler. He saw the
boiler under stualli and saw the engines
doing their allotted func-tions, and withi-
out any insipection internally, simply gave
a working inspeetion certifcate to 'expire
on the 28th Marcht of this ye-ar. That
certificate wats current when tile blx Ir
exploded in the 17thl iNarcl. Mr. LIove-
grove reported -is to the extent of the
accident and referred to the fact that the
boiler exploded betcause of wasting, and
said that the original thickness of tile
tube was tieven -sixteen tbs, and that where
the tear first started the p~late had wasted
to one-sixteenth of an inch. He com-
plained. that the point of rupture in the
tube happened to be in a small space
where there was only four inches be-
tween the tube and the shell of the
boiler, so he was not in a position, be-
cause he had not a. glass, to enable him
to state what had been the condition
of the tube where the rupture ocurred.
The Chief Inspector of Machinery made
a marginal note on that stating that
a glass was provided, therefore contra-
dicting the statement of his subordinate.
The next referenc~e to this boiler was6 by
the Chief Inspector of Machinery, who
wrote to the Secretary of Mines on the
10th May of this year, as follows:

The information in this (Lovegrovo's) re-
port dealing with this defective section is mast
misleading, and even assuming that this por-
ti on could not very well he detected internally,
these parts should have been tested with the
hammer externally in the fine-tubes to which
this particular type of boiler lends itself.

The next reference was by Mr. Latimuer,
an officer of the department deputed to
make a special report on the boiler. His
report was as follows;- -

With respect to the damage to the flue sec-
tion, this is approximately as per sketch and
lead model which is for-warded to you to-day.
The collapsed fractu red portion is thinned to
one-sixteenthi inch at the point of tear. The
thinning is gradual, and a strip cut from the
portion would be something like a6 long wedge
The remaining sections are coated with old de-:
posit and rust at the narrow water space por-
tion, and where bared appeared to be con-
siderably reduced.

The last reference was in an extensive
report given by the Chief Inspector of

goiter Explosion.- L'16 ACOCST, 1906.1
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Machinery to the Secretary for Mines, and
hie said:-

Assistant Inspector of Machinery Stone.
who relieved Inspector Lovegrove whilst on
furlough taken during April and May last, wats
examined at Kalgoorlie on Sunday. 16th inst.
le bad occasion tWisit the Owalin Mine on
other official business, and during his visit he
had a good look at the fine tubes of the boiler
No. 5557, and found thenm pretty bad. He wats
of opinion that the boiler could not have got
into that condition in a few months, and should
have been stopped months ago. The condition
should have been known to the inspector if
lie had done his work properly. He was also
of the opinion that the panount of wanting
in the collapsed section of about five-sixteenth
inch could not have taken place between May
1906 and March 1906.
The Chief Inspector continued:

Inspector Lovegrove's report No. 12,173,
dated May 1'7th, 1005, does not give the c&rrec
condition of the boiler internally on that date,
as it does not appear to have been carefully
inspected, consequnently the report is mislead-
ing. He does not appear to have followed up
Inspector Latimer's previous report, on which
is recorded the fact that new flue tubes were
ordered, which statenient, was sufficient to
cause minute and careful inspection of the
fine-tube sections and other parts for which
this particular type of boiler lends itself.
Had the boiler been carefully and thoroughly
inspected on May 17th, 1905, it would either
have been condemned then, or the working
pressure greatly reduced.

Then there is at reference to the mine
officials. It says.-

The wine officials were largely to blame in
not making a more careful examination of
the flue tuhe in November, 1905, more
especially as they found it necessary to cut
out at large portion of the fifth section from
the hack end in the same line of wasting on
the left flue tube.
The concluding paragraph refers to the
boiler, and states:

That the boiler having to be closed down
for repairs in Novembher, 1905, it should have
been officially inspected then, for which there
was no valid excuse. Had the boiler been
carefully and thoroughly inspectc even at
that late period, the defects would have been
easily discovered by any competent person.

That brought him to the end of the
salient points dealing with the boiler to
bie found in the papers of the Mines
Department. Sununed up briefly, it
amounted to this, that we had first of
all an explosion of a very serious nature
on the Sons of Owalia. mine; andi if it had
occurred a couple of hours later dozens
of men might have been killed. Read it

occurred when the change of shifts took
place at 8 o'clock, when the bric:ks were
hurled over the poppet heads, when
a truck of wood was upset, and when
the fire bricks. and fire doors were
thrown at great distance in another
direction by the pressure of steam,
great damalge would have been donte.
But the accident happened at 6 o'clock
in the morning, just after the fire-
man had passed in. front of :the boiler,
ha~ppily without serious consqueinces
At the same time it was shown clearly in
the paers that there had been some
neglectlon the part of those administer-
ing the department, either on the part of
the inspector immediately responsible for
the condition of the boilers or on the part
of the mnining officials themselves, who
did not lend sufficienit -aid to the depart-
ment to have that boiler inspiecte during
November, when. it was laid off for
repairs. Or again, the blame might rest
on the Chief Inspector of Machinery him-
self in giving certaini instructions that
perh aps after all would not stand the test
of legility. Sufficient has been shown to
warrant the most exhaustive inquiry
being made into the case, in the hope
that at no future date, as far as humian
foresight could lend itself, no disastrous
exiplosion would occur.

THEc MINISTER FOR MINES (Ron.
H. Gregory) tThe membher had ask-ed
for a select committee for the purpose of
inquiring into a slight explosion that
occurred recently at the Gwalia., and also
for inquiry into the mode of inspection
jpractised by the boiler inspection branch
of the Mines Department-lie was not
aware there was such a branchi-during
the past three years. The object of the
committee would be not only to inquire
into the accident, about which the mem-
her had rqnoted 54k vein minously, but into
the technical work of the inspection of
machinery department, and into any
accidents which had occurred during the
lxms1 three years. There was another
notioe on the Paper for the appointment
of a select committee, and we had been
appointing select comumittees all the week.
He did not intend to object to the ap-
pointment of this committee, because if
he did so it might he thought there was
something to hide; hut good reason
should be shown why comm ittees should

[ASSE-MBLY.1 11) Inquire.
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be appointed. We wverecasked toappoint
at committee to deal with machinery in-
sjpecttou by the department, a most tech-
ical matter, and to inquire whether the
work was being carried out properly.
How muany members oif the House would
be able to tell members after mnaking
inquiry, whether the work or the depart-
nieut wias being carried out properly or
not?

MRt. JonNson: Any number.
THE MINISTER FOR MINES: No

doubt the member for Guildford would
lie able to advise in connection with that
technical work, for the nmember had am11ple
assurance to inquire into the matter. At
the same time, lie did not think the
deductions which would be made by that
member would be sufficient for the House.
If there was to bean inquir Y-and be did
not think there wats any necessity, other-
wise hie (the Minister) would have ordered
one-it should be by3 some person highly
trained in technicalities, so as to find out
whether the work of the department was
being properly done or not. The hon.
member was asking that five members of
the House should make inquir 'Y into the
work. The member told the House there
had been a big corrosion in connection
with the plates of the boiler. An officer
had slated that there was a certain thick-
ness when the inspection was made, and
that after the explosion the thickness was
reduced. The deduction we want was
whether the action of the water on the
boiler was such as to cause that consider-
able corrosion in the short petriod between
the inspection and the time of the acci-
dent. In this country we bad the worst
water for boilers that could be found in
ainy part of the world. Not only did it
contain magnesia. lbut all sorts of minerals
were to be found in the water supplies on
the goldfilds. Since we had a boiler
inspection Act in Western Australia, not
a serious explosion had occurred.

MR. SCADDAN: Was this not a serious
explosion P

THE MINISTER FOR MINES : There
was a slight explosion in Kalgoorlie about
two years ago, and then there was this
one. The damage was anything but
great. One of the galloway tubes blew
out. There was a certain amount of
lblame on the part of the inspector who
made the examination. Doubtless he
should have insisted upon a thorough in-

spection of the boiler, and had he done so
lie would not have allowed that boiler to
be continued in work except at a con-
siderablyv reduced pressure, and he would
have insisted upon immediate alterations
being made. He (the Minister) did nut
think there was any' officer in the depart-
nent who had been so careful in rega-d

to his administration as the Chief In-
spector of Machinery. [Interjection by
M_%R. SCA]DAN.J That officer had not per-
hajis done all that certain iIeWI)&5
wished, but he had carried out the
various Acts under his control so
fatihlf ully that it caused a certain atiount
of friction between the owneis of
machinery and the Chief Inspector.
When people owned] machinery and found
themselves ]'lut to extra, expense and
probably their work delayed through the
insistence of the Chief Inspetor-, natur-
ally they were inclined to complain some-
wh~at ;but there was no department of
which be (the Minister) had had control
where he found an officer who insisted so
completely as this officer did upon the
faithful carrying out of the Act under his
control. He (the Minister) was not
going to try to make it his ditty to
peruse the various inspectors' reports, to
try to find out whether each and every
one of them was doing his work, for that
was the duty of the Chief Inspector ; and
if satisfied that the Chief Inspector
was doing his work and faithfully car-
rying out the duties of the Act, that
was where his ditty began and ended. It
was for the Chief Inspector to see 'that
the officers cartried out their work.

MR. SCAnniN: What about the
evasions shown on the filesF

THs MINISTER FOR MINES:
There were no considerable evasions
shown on the files. The only' one pointed
out was that, where Professor L~atimer
gave instructions that it would be advis-
able to have fresh tubes. When this
an came to do the work, instead of

making an exaniination himself he gave
a certificate for a farther period of three
months, without testing, and no doubt
the mines people were somewhat blame-
worthy in not telling him that they had
some time previously effected some
repairs to the boiler. The inspectors
were supposed to do certain duties, and
in this case the inspector did not carry
out those duties, and he would have to
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bear the brunt of having failed to do so.
I there was to be an inquiry, it should
be by somebody who had a technical
knowledge of achinery: we wanted to
have somebody in whomt we all had con-
fidence. We wanted to know in the first
place whether thle work in the depart-
nient had been carried out properly. We
were not dealing only with the accident
the lion. member referred to, but any
other accidents which imight have occurred
to) boilers, and also with the mode of
administration practised by the depart-
ment, He did not want members of
Parliament who had no technical know-
ledge to bring us in a report which might
be danmaging either to the Chief Inspector
or to the engineers of the mine, or to the
inspector who was appointed for that
district, Ifthe House desired. to have a
select committee, well and good, but we
were having so many select committees,
and in this instance hie did not think one
would be justified. Hle was not going to
oppose it in any sense; but should the
House desire to have an inquir 'y into the
matter lie hoped it would be a different
one from that by a. select committee, aind
that it would be by somlebody who badl
every qualification for judging in connec-
tion with the matter.

MRn. Se&DDAN : The Minister did not.
say anything like that when the Police
Offences Bill was sent to a select corn-
mnittee.

Tns: MINISTER FOR MINES:
That Bill dealt with questions which
camue purely within the scope of the
work of a member of Parliament. but
this was a matter which must be con-
sidered by an engineer before a correct
deduction could be obtained from these
files.

Mu. HEITMA SN: Rlad the Chief Inl-
spector any knowledge of that matter.-

THE: MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Chief Inspector had been through the
workshops and had high credentials.
[Interjection.] Hfe did not want pre-
judiced persons to bring in a report.

MR. LYNCH: Was the hon. gentle-
man justified in referring to prospective
members of the select committee as lpre-
j udic~l members F

Ma. SPEAKER: The hon. member
was not in order.

Ttri MINISTER FOR MINES:- The
expression was used through an interjec-

*tion, and hie withdrew it. During all the
Years8 we had had a Boilers Act we had

Ionly had this accident at the Owalia and
one some two years ao where some

Itubes were blown out. Consideirin the
special circumnstances tinder which boilers
were worked on tine goldfields, either the
inspection must have been particularly
good or we must have been fortunate not
to have had any other accidents in this
State. If the House considered tile inquiry
necessary, lie hoped thle motion would be
amended to permit of a, special investi-
gation by somne outside engineer wi th

Ihigh technical knowledge, who could
report its fully as members desired.

MR. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
supported the motion as printed. An
inquiry was desirable into the general
administration of tlhe machinery inspec-
tion branchi of the mines department.
The Mlinister spoke of prejudiced memn-
bers of Parliament, evidently referring
particularly to him (Mr. Johnson).
Perhaps the remark -was justified, for he
had ex pressed the opinion to the Minister
that this branch was the most extrava-
gant in the public service. While he
was Minister for Mines for the ten
inmutes the present Minister referred to,

he did endeavoutr to economise in this
branch ; hence he would like anl inquiry
to bring about that economy of which so
uch was heard from the Treasury

bench. But an amendment with this
object would be unsuccessful. However,
be warned the Minister that on the Esti-
mates much would be heard of this
branch. It waLs not certain that the
officer administering the branch pos-
sessed the high technical knowledge with

I which he wats credited by the Minister.
We were not justified in taking the
officer at his own valuation; for, unlike
the district inSpecLors, he had not been
appointed after examination. This also
should be a subject of inquiry. There
was roomi for doubt. Evidently the Min-
ister had full confidence in the officer;
and he (Mr. Johnson) wished he had the
same. Throughout the State complaints
were heard of the administration of the

Ibranch. On the goldfields the complaints
were loudest, but complaints came from
agricultural districts also. In addition,

Ithe expenditure of the branch was alto-
gether disproportionate to the work ler-

(A$8EMBLY.] to Inqutre,
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formed. The select committee should
inquire into the general admninistration.
If the Minister desired to econotuise, here
was a glorious opportunity, and the
Estimates would show whether he had
effected economies. As to this accident,
the A]inister called it a slight explosion.
It was not slight but very extensive. It
happened at the most fortunate time,
otherwise dozens of men must have
been killed owing to someone's careless-
ness. The Minister said the Carelessness
was that of the district inspector; but
the files showed that all the blame could
not he cast on this officer. Wires were
sent him by* the chief inspector asking
him whether he had given the boiler
certificate " as decided." Who decided
that the certificate should be given P If
the district inspector Itad decided to give
the certificate, he had apparently to get
the opinion of the chief inspecto~r before
it could issue. Thus it appeared that
while the district inspector was not satis-
fled with the boiler, the chief inspector
wired from Perth that it had been
decided to issue the certificate. That
wire justified the inquiry which the
motion sought. The Minister questioned
whether any bon. members were qualified
to conduct the inquiry. Surely there
were some; for the high technical know-
ledge spoken of was not essential. The
evidence of the Chief Inspector of
Machinery, the district inspectors, and
others, would show whether the admini-
Atration of this branch was what it ought
to he in the interests of the State and the
gold-mining industry.

N. J. SCADDAM (Ivanhoe) sup-
ported the motion. Much was heard of
the need for economy in the civil service;
and if any branch needed the pruuing
knife it was the machinery inspection
branch of the Mines Department. Last
year, on the Estimates he stated his
opinion that this was the most extrava.-
gantly administered branch of the service.
The statement was correct. The -Minister
said lie had every confidence in the
branch, and in the same breath that lie
knew nothing ot machiineryv. Why then
oppose the appointment ofa select cont-
mittee to assist him in ascertaining
whether ecomnmy was possible? The
chief inspector might be the most highly.
qualified m11111 obtainable in this State;

but he had at his right baud what he
termed a technical officer, a machinery
inspector who did little else than peruse
the district inspectors' reports. If the
chies inspector was so highly qualified,
why this technical officer F We 111A
inspectors of mines; but there was nto
technical officer ait the right bandl of thle
State Mining Engineer to peruse and
advise on the inspectors' reports. The head
of thebranch had to takethe responsibility.
There were many reports which the in-
spector did not peruse because they
passed direct from the technical officer to
be registered on the file. The depart-
ment was built up on red tape, and
a select committee could say where
economies could lie brought about. One
could not understand the opposition of
the Minister to the motion. In regard
to the explosion on the Owalia Mine

i there was Certainly something muissiug
from the file. Not that something had
been taken from the file, but between
certain dates there appeared something
missing. In May, 1905, Mr. Lovegrove
had made a thorough inspection of the
boiler and granted a certificate to the 1 7th
November, 1905, and had stated in his
report:-

You will please note that the boiler will
probably be out of commission for repairs by
the time the certificate expires.
Nothing appeared on the file until the
7th December, about three weeks after
the certificate had expired; and the
Chief Inspector then telegra'lphed to Mr.
Lovegrove:

Have you granted certificate on working
inspections for two months boilers on Owvalia
Mines s decided?
In the first place there was iio provision
under the Inspection of -Machtinery' Act
for a working inspection of boilers and
for issuing certificates on those inspec-
tions. It was evidently done by the
department to obtaini fees from the
mine-ownier without keeping the inspectors
too long on the jobs. In this particular
case, in view of the fact that the boiler
had. been under notice for a considerable
time because the tithes were ccrfloded, it
seemed peculiar that the Chief Tnspector
should recommend a working inspection.
That inspection Was made. and the gist
of the report was:-

finternally, did not inspect. Externally,
I good.
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Mr. Lovegrove on that occasion gave a
certificatte, but before the ceirtificate
expired there wits an explosion, It was
found subsequently that the boiler bad
been out of commnission and a patch put
on the section next to the tube that
exploded, proving that the mine authori-
ties were satisfied that the boiler required
repairing. The repairs were made after
the boiler hlad lben under st spicion for a.
considerable time, without notifying the
inspector ini accordance with the pro-
visions of the Act, it iing laid down
that no repairs should bt. effected to a
boiler without first notifying the inpec-
tor. What was the Minis]ter going to do
in this matter? Were we to allow
repairs to be made without the inspectors
being notified? Another point that might
hare escaped the notice of the Minister
was that a fireman on the mine named
Kelly, in reply to a question, stated that
the boiler had last been thrown out of
commission for the purpose of inspection
by the mnine authorities ai few days before
the accident; that he had not been in
the boiler to inspect it; that it was
another fireman who bad done so, but
that this man could not be found because
he was not in the State. Tt was rather
peculiar that the boiler should have been
out of commnission a few dlays before it
exploded. There was necessitv for in-
quiry not only from the point of view of
the departmnent, hut also froin the point
of view of the mine itself. In 1904
Mr. Inspector TLatimer warned the
management that it was necessary to
order new tubesq for the boiler. Tubes%
had been procured for sonic other boilers
on that mine because, the Water Used Was
such that the plates deterioritted. The
inspector stated in a later report that the
tubes had been ordered and were on the
way out fromn Galloway's; but af ter the
explosion it wats shown that no tubes had
been ordered. It was stated that they
bad been ordered from Silverthorne's, at
Kalgoorlie, but that owing to a strike
they could not supply the order, and had
to send to Roberts, at Bendigo, to get
them. as soon as possible. This also
showed the necessity for inquiry. Other
cases could he pointed out where the in-
spection of machinery was not satis-
factory. He (Mr. Scaddan) had yet to
learn that it was wise to issue certifiates
on working in.s;s~ctioiis when tie-re could

be no proper internal inspection of a,
boiler. Was the responsibility to be on
the Chief Inspector or on Mr. Love-
grove, Onl whom the Minister seemed so
keen to place itP We should thresh the
matter out, and let the responsible officer
take the blame. Now that the inspection
of machinery branch was taking over the
marine branch of machinery inspection.
the Minister should permit a select com-
mittee to he appointed to go into the
-administration of this branch of the
M ines Department. No harm, could
come from it. The report of the comn-
mnittee could not force the hands of the
Minister or of the House, if members
were sattisfied that the conclusions arrivedl
at were not to the advantage of the State
or of the department.

Ma. P. J. LYNCH (in reply as
mover): The Minister had found fault
with the concluding words of the motion
that had been inserted so as to ascertain
exactly whether the same faulty miethod
as was adopted at Owalia had* been fol-
lowed in regard to other boilers, or if the
officers of this branch of the Mines De-
partmnent were doing any testing of boilers
performing dangerous work on mines,
and seeing that they were kept in such
a condition as to minimise accidents.'
He believed the same kind of faulty
inethods had been adopted in regard to
other boilers, and it was his anxiety to
bring to light where that. practice had
been in existence The Minister had
referred to this as a, slight explosion. It
wats far from being a. slight explosion, for
it woke people three-quarers of a mileor
a mile distant. It did not lead to fatal
results. Touching the Minister's objec-
tiou to the personnel of the committee on
account of their not being experts, it wats
not so mnuch a question of sifting expert
evidence, bitt rather to see whether the
Acet had been administered.

THE Panmisn: 'rwo members of the
select committee could go up and take
evidence there.

Ma. LYNCH: -Yes; he understood it
was the desire of the Government to have
th ree members from either side appointed.
Seven was an unwieldy committee, and
five members could deal effectively with
the work.

Q414-ationl put and passed.

[A.SSERBUY.] to Inquire.
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Ballot taken, and a committee ap-
pointed comprising Mr. Barnett, Mr.
Carson, Mr. Ewing, Mr. Scaddan, also
Mr. Lynch as mover ; with power to call
for persons and papers, to adjourn from
p~lace to place, and to sit on days over
which the House stands adjourned; to
report on the 12th September.

MOTION - INSANE PATIENTS, MAIN-
TENANCE 13Y RELATIVES is OTHER
STATES.

TnnE P REMI ER (Hon. N. J. Moore)
There is one inotion standing in ily
name, a purely formal one, and its mov-
ing it I will not detain the House at
length. It is-

That the Parliament of the Commonwealth

of Australia be requeed to passa mesaone
having for it oet the mainennc of per-son, cofie inhopitals fee the insane or,
lunatic asylums of the various States, by rela-
tives resident in at State other than that in
which the person is so confined.
The necessity for the passing of this
motion has been brought under the
notice of the Government by the In-
spector General of the Insane, Dr. Mont-
gomery, who in his report points out
that under Section 170 of the Lunacy
Act 190$ there are several insane per-
sons whose relatives are residing in other
States, and hie thinks that some endea-
vour should be made, through the
Federal Government, by the introduc-
tion of a Bill for the purpose, to make
those relatives responsible for the min-
tenance of such insane persons. The
Section says:-

Tf it appears to two justices, on application
by or on behalf of the Inspector General, that
any patient has not an estate or any sufficient
estate applicable to the maintenance of such
patient, and that any person related to snob
patient in the manner hereinafter specified is
of ability to maintain or contribute to the
maintenance of such patient, such justices
may make application in writing to the father,
mother, husband, wife, child or children
being of the age of 21 years or upwards, of
such patient, or any of them, for the payment
to the Inspector General of a reasonable sum
weekly or monthly orotherwise,in such manner
as such justices shall direct, for or towards
the maintenance, clothing, medicine, and care
of such patient.

I wrote in accordance with the sugges-
tion of the Inspector General, asking the
Prime Minister what procedure would
have to be adopted to give effect to this
e econiwendatiou. In replying, the Primie

Minister stated it would be necessary for
at least three State Parliaments to move
in this matter before the Oonmmonwealth
Parliament could take cognisance of the
request. After communications with the
Premiers of New South Wales, South
Australia, and Tasmania, they have
agreed to take united action. That being
so, I have tabled this motion, which will
be tabled also in the three other Parlia-
ments mentioned. I need hardly say
members will recognise that the proposal
is equitable; I feel sure it will commend
itself to the House; and I do not antici-
pate any necessity for d iscussion.

MR. 3. B. HOLMAN (Murchison) : I.
move-

That the debate be adjourned.

THE PREMIER: The leader- of the
Opposition assured ine he realised that
this was a formal matter, and that he (lid
not object to the motion.

MR. HOLMAN: The Leader of the
Opposition is not objecting; but tile
matter is not urgent.

Motion put, and a division taken.
MR. HOLMAN (interjecting): I will

keep you here till 2 o'clock in the morn-
ing.

1Division resulted as follows:
Ayes
Noes

Major

ArTs.
Mr. Daglisli
Mr. Ileitynann
Mr. Hohuan
Mr. Troy (Te~i~e.

-- 4
... .. ... 25

ity against -... 21

Noss.
Mr. Bath
Mr. Brelbber
Mr. Bronu
Mr. Collier
Mr. cowolier
Mr. Eddy
Mr. Ew
Mr. Greory
Mr. Hayward
Mr. lA,,dso
Mr. iningrorl
Mr. Johno
Mr. Lay mal
Mr. Lynch
Mr . SicLorty
Mr. Mae
Mr-. Mitchell
Mr. Mongier
Mr . J. Moore
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Price
Mr. scddan
Mr. Smnitlh
Mr. F. W~ilson
Mr. Hardwick (Tel11r).

Motion thus negatived, the debate con-
tinued.

MR. HOLiMAN: This motion, I con-
sider, is too imnportanlt t*) pass without
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debate. It affects not onlyv this State
lbut the whole Commonwealth; and
though the motion appears onl the Notice
Paper as a mnere recoin edation from
this Parliament to the Parliament of the
Commonwealth, the question is one in
which every inhabitant of the State is
interested. There is no doubt that a
person resident in any State of the Corn-
mionwealth should he obli-edl fo supportan
insane relati veconflued in;a lunatic asyluni
of anyv other State. A reference to the
tables acconlpanyilig the report of the
Inspector General of the Insane, for
1905, shows that the number or insane
persons in Western Australia is not
nearly tile same, proportionately, as in
the other States; in fact, in proportion
to population, the averige in our asylums
is about 40 per cent. less than is found
in the asylums of the East. This is
accounted for by the fact that the popula-
tion of Western Australia is mostly drawn
from the strongest and most energetic
in the Eastern States and other coun-
tries. In view of the comparatively
few lunatics in this State, it may
be considered that we have less reasoni
to complain than the people of the East,
and therefore we should take into con-
sideration how this will affect the various
States of the Commonwealth. It is well
knownuthat most of those confined in our
asylums comne from the Eastern States,
and that may have somewhat influenced
the Premier in moving this motion. But
when an important motion like this is
moved without any information being
furnished, and when it is said it is
only a formal matter, the Premier is
making a great mistake. This is a ques-
tion of vital importance, and it should
receive every consideration from members
of this House. We have had no0 reasons
fi-om the Premnier why we should pass
this motion in haste, and members are
enititld to 1-ece-ive fair conisidieration. We
should not he forced to pass tis notion
without giving it due consideration. The
Premier may not have been enabled to
give the information, or hie may have-
but I co nsider the qumestion is too inmpor-
taut to be forced through tile I-ouse.

IVI. HEMrMANN called attention to thle
state of the House.

Bells rung and qumorunm formed.

Mn. HOLMAN : As I said
this question is too important
forced through the House.

before,
to lie

QUESTION OF ORDER.
MR. SPEAKER: I am watching the

hon. member. I warn him. He has
repeated that expression two or three
times already, and he made a threat to
this House a few moments ago that he
would keep the House here to 2 o'clock
in the morning. I warn the lion. member
not to repeat himself. I am determined
as to what I shall do to-night.

MR. BATH: I consider that lbefore
threats should be made to the hion. mem-
ber as to what remarks are made, some
offence should be committed. I have
listened to the remarks of the bon. mueni.
her, and so far as I have heard, no offence
has been committed that would warrant
you, sir, in making any threats towards
him.

SEVERAL M4EMBERS: Chair!
Ma. SPEARER: I am Speaker of

this Assembly, and I must ask you to
bear with me in that respect. You are
going beyond your province in making
such remarks. I heard the member for
Murchison make a remark that he would
keep the Rouse to 2 o'clock. I did not
say anything at the Lime. I intended to
give him a fair chance. I ain acting
within my rights, and I dispute your
right to question my ruling when I tell
the hion. member not to repeat remarks.
I hope the Leader of the Opposition will
not dare to do that again. If the mem-
ber for Murchison does repeat himself, I
will take the necessary steps to prevent
him.

Ma. BATH: With till due deference
to your position, Mr. Speaker, it is the
duty and privilege of lion, members to
guard their positions as members of this
House. So long as they conform to the
rules and Standing Orders laid down and
thle procedure that governs this House,
if, is within their province to speak, and
they are entitled to the fullest considera-
tion and respect in this House. It was
with thle Object of pointing this out that
I rose to protect the miember for Murchi-
son in the enjoyment of those privileges
w hich have been allowed to hon. mem bers
from time immemorial, and wbich should
be ensured to bon. members in the futu~re
as in the past,
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Tiia PREMIER: We are quite satis-
fled, so far as this Ifouse is concerned,
that we shall have nothing but justice
while you, sir, are in the Chair; and it is
the duty of lion, memtbers to support you
in that respect. I understand that the
member for 'Murchison made thatthrcat;
and as at result, the possibility* is that the
lion. membor ill speak to a considerable
length, and T hope that if we have to
listen to hll]e we will not have to listen to
repetition.-

Mn. SPEAKER: In reference to the
words that have fallen from the Leader
of the Opposition, I certainly think it is
unbecoming of hin, I have treated the
mnember for Mlurchiison as other meni-
hers of this Assembly, with the fullest
consideration and leniency. I have
endeavoured to give (lhe strictest imparti-
ality to all1 members, I took an oppor-
tunity of giving the hon. member
tiuneky warning bec-ause be bad made a
threat. I dlid not desire to take any
notice of the threat at the time, because
it Was Said in his seat during the
division. I gave the liou. member ever~y
latitude, but he began to repeat himself,
so I took the opportunity of warning
him. In doing so I did not take any
advantage of hitn. The Leader of the
Opposition has gone out of his way'
to-night. I do not wish to refer to it
again, and T hope it will not happen
again.

Ma. D)AGLISI: I move that the
dehate he adjonrned.

MR. SPEARER. The hon. member
cannot do so while thle member for M uir-
ebison is speaking.

Ma. RHOLMAN: I dJesire to Make
myself clear, and to say that when I
repeated mnyself I did so after attention
had been called to the state of the House,
in order to pick up the remarks I was
making when thiere was no quorum
present. It 'was not my intention to
unduly delay the business of the House,
but to show members who came in
ex actly where I hadl left off my remarks.
I have no desire to occupy a seat ifl this
Assembly to listen to threats time after
time. Ever since I have been in this
Assembly I have tried to do my duty to
the people of this country, and I refuse
to sit here and be threatened, and not
allowed to speak and have a voice in the
affairs of the country.

I Mrn. SPEAKER: I warn the hon.
mmntmw'r not to make threats about what
be Will do. I havo given hiui a fair
opportunity.

MR. HOLMAN: I repeat that I did
not wish to make any threats whatso ever.
I have never made any threait since I
have beeni in this Chamlbcr. The remark
I made during the division had nothing
to dIo with the busi ness oft t .hain Iamer at
all.

3M3. SPEAKER: 1'rced with your
speech.

RESUMED.
Mu. HOLMAN : Iii looking through

the rep~ort oif the Inspector General for
the Insane for 1905, we see the number-
of people certified to as insane. They
are distributed as follows :-Frenmantle1
Hospital, 212 imales, 140 females, or a
total of 352 ; Whitby Hospita 48 miales,
and Clar-emonit Hospital 04 males, or a
total of 354 males8 and 140 females,
making altogether a total of 494. That
is not at great number in at population of
a quarter of a million, hut it is shown by
the experience of the Commonwealth that,
as the States get older and more settled,
the inclination is for mnore people to
be incarcerated iii the various asylums.
Whiat I desire to point out is that an
imnportanut question such as this sholdd
receive every, possible consideration. We
intend to ask the Comimonwealthi Guy-
erninent to do certa things which the -y
may or may not carry out. I would like
to see some consideration given to the
muatter. 1 would like the Prenier to
reconsider his decision ats to pushing
t his quest ion t hrough to- nigh t. It isR too
important when We know that by the
carrying of the motion it illiLY have far-
reaching effects. It IIIH. cauise a differ-
ence of opinion between the States. It
is not my intention to unduly delay the
House, but I rose to protest' agaitnt the
tactics in forcing a division on the qlues-
tion. When a miember desires time to
obtain information I consider it is hardly
fai r f or a m aj ority of mnem bers to ref use
at r-equest for an opportunity to gain in-
formnation. A memuber should he given
this chance before expressing an opinion
on what muay be an important and far-
reaching mo~tion, and so long as I amn in
the Chamber I shiall protest against such
tactics. As a Minister of the Crown I
ddnot do anything to stifle discussion or

Insatte Patients - [15 Auo.v.,;i% 1906.1
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to prevent at member from gaining infor-
mation, nor do I intend to allow the
Ministry to adopt tactics which will pre-
vent a member from obtaining informia-
tion to enable him to express an opinion.
I intend to raise my voice against any-
thing that will prevent the free discus-
sion of matters in this Chamber. I must
express regret that this matter has not
been allowed to be farther discussed. I
shall not delay the House now, but will
take another opportunity of making
mnyself clear on this important subject.

N: ff. DAGIJISTI (Subiaco): I
venture to suggest in regard tAo this
matter that although the Premier may
have consulted the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, the question hats never been before
caucus, and therefore any arranlgement
made was purely an individual arrange-
mtent between the two members, awl1
farther than that, no other membe~r other
than the Leader of the Opposition has been
consulted an the question.

MR. JOHNSON : Do you refer to the
Ministerial caucus or the Opposition
caucus?

MR. DAGTLISH: I am referring to the
Opposition caucus. I do not know
whether the Ministerial caucus was con-
sulted, and with a view to allowing the
Ministerial caucus to be consulted I have
a motion to propose. I may say there is
no hope of the motion being given effect
to by the Federal Parliament during the
present session, therefore the urgency of
the motion is not apparent. I therefore
ask the Premier to consent to an adjourn-
ment, and I hope he will do so.

THE PunMax:. The only thing is we
have a certain time to get the motion
through both Houses.

MR. DAGISH: There is no urgency.
THE PunuAVE: The Prime Minister

has promised- -
MRl. HOLMAN: Why did you not tell

us that?
THE PREMIER: I did so.
Ma. DAGLISU: The Premier said he

had been advised of the course to be
taken, that three States should carry the
motion. I venture to say if the motion
is submitted, it should be submitted with
adequate reasons and with due notice. I
complain of the Premier's action in re-
gard to the motion. I am not speaking
of the merits or importance of the matter,

hut the Premier should have given 118
some notice and helter reasons for sub-
mitting the motion to-night. I do not
desire to go into the merits of the motion
now, but I submit onl a private meinhers'
night a Government notice of this sort
should not be sprung on the House, nor
rushed through the Hfouse as it was pro-
posed to rush it through at half-past
eleven o'clock.

THE Pasomurn: It is the last notice on
the paper.

MR. DAGIJISH -I suggest, without
hair-splitting, that the Premier should
agree to a postponement of the question
till to-morrow, when it c:an come first on
the Orders of the Day, if Lie pleases.
The Premier's object can he attained if
that is done and the motion comes on
first. I think the objection of the
mnember for Murchison would be mnet if
that course were niLa-en. I move the
adjournment of the debaite, and I hope
the Premnier will agree to it.

TO ADJOURN.

Motion put, a division taken with the
following result:

.Ayes
Noes

Majority against..
Arcs.

Mr. Daglish
Mr. Ilolmau
Dix. Heitmann (Teller).

24

21
'NOS.

Mr. Rath
Mr. Brebber
Mr. Enwn
Mr. Collier
Mr. Cowoher
Mr, Eddy
Mr. EwMIn
Mr. aOregory
NY. Hayward
Mr. Illingworth
Mr. Johnson
'Mr. Layman
Mr. Lynch
Mr. A.1mb
Mr. Mitehell
Mr. Monger
Mr. N. J. Moors
Mr. Plasm
Mr. Price
Mr. Smadan
Mr. Miith
Mr. Troy
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hardwick (Teller).

Motion thus negatived.

RESUMED.

Ma. H. DAGLISH (Subinco): I in-
tend to say very row words on this motion.
My objection tW the methods of the Gov-
ernment are entirely based on principle.
I think that more notice should be given
of any motion than has been given by the
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Government in regard to this motion.
[Interjection.] I am speaking as a mem-
bier of this House, and as one who has
a responsibility to the people of this
country; and what is done in regard to
this particular motion mar, if concurred
in by the Parliament, be done in regard
to motions of far greater importance.
The principle embodied in this mnotion
may 1)8-in my opinion perhaps is-
entirely correct; but at the same time we
have to protect the rights of this House
to free discussion, and we are failing to
do so if we allow the Government to
spring, as the last motion dealt with on
private members' night, a proposal of
this sort without adequate notice. The
Premier since he has submitted this
proposition has given information to the
House which would perhaps have secured
its' passage had that been given at an
earlier stage. The Premier since he sub-
mitted this motion has also informed us
that he consulted the Leader of the
Opposition. I have the misfortune per-
haps of not being in the confidence of the
Leader of the Opposition, and not having
known, as perhaps other members on this
(Opposition) side of the House have
known, of the conference which took
place with regard to this particular
motion. It seems that iui this matter the
meitber for Murchison (Mr. H~otman)
has likewise lackedl the confidence of the
Leader of the Opposition, and therefore
we mutually in ignorance failed to adopt
the attitude the leader has adopted on
this motion. My contention is; that tme
Leader of the Opposition does not possess
the rsoibility to my constituents that
I Undrto to fulfil when I entered this
House; nor does hie possess the respon-
sibility to the constituents of the member
for Murehison which that hon. member
undertook when he entered this House.
Therefore, both the member for Mar-
chisou and myself are justified in
demanding that the Premier should
take the House into his confidence to
an extent which 'he did not do in
his first speech to us, but which he
has done to some degree in his second
speech. I have no objection whatever to
the motion on its merits, hut I desire to
object entirely to the action of the Pre-
Tier in springing a motion on the House
on private members' day without more
than one clay's notice. I have only voted

for the adjournment biecauste of the fact
that I think no sufficient not ice has been
given.

Tas PirEmIER: The mnotion has been
on the Notice Paper a week.

Mi&. DAGLISI -: I beg to contradict
the Premier in that stattement. Anad if
it badl been on the Notice Paper a week,
the Premier had no reason to delay this
motio n until the day fo r privaste m embers'
business, and bring it forward as the last
itemn of a somewat heavy business sheet.
I desire to offer no farther opposition to
the motion whatever. In fact I have
supported the motion for adjouriiment on
the ground only that adequate oippor
tunity should be Riven to members to
discuss everything brought. forward by
the Government.

31a. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): I
desire to say in regard to this matter that
I did agree with the Premier that it was
a subject which could be discussed on
the day it was brought forward, arid I
th ink the Prem ier will agree with mue th at
T1 made no stipulation that no menmbers on,
this side would discuss it. I did Hot go
to the trouble of consulting all the miem-
bers on this side, because L thought the
purport of the matter could be seen at a
glance by memb ers on either side, and if
they had any remarks to offer they could
offer them when the motion was brought
forward. I would like to say in regard
to a matter that has cropped tip to-night
that the Premier is not the only one who
would be prepared in this H-ouse to sup-
port die position of the Chair. Other
members in this House would be just as
ready as the Premier, and he need not
have been so munch in a hurry to lay
the flattering unction to his soul that he
is the only mnembher ready to do that.
1 would also like to say in regard to this
matter, that when the Leader of the Oppo-
sition enters into an honourable arrange.
ment with the Premier, it is not to be
expected that I shall be able-nor
do I ever hope to be so-to restrain
members on this side when methods
are resorted to in other instances which
are certainly not in conformity with

Iwhat is considered an bonourable stand.
point. Certainly they may form the

Icode of morals in this House, but I ven-

were tosay that if the same practicesweeresorted to in other assemblies
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which do not happen to have the pres-
tige of Parliament as have been adopted
here, such piactices would meet with
scathing criticism, If that is persisted
in in future, I cannot hope that members
on this side of the House will conform. to
any arrangement I may make with the
Premier. Nor will I ask them to do so.
In fact I should be compelled to resort
to this practice, to say it would be im-
possible for the Leader of tile Opposition,
or any member on this side, to enter into
any arrangement whatever, because if we
cannot expect from the other side such
honourable treatment, we cannot enter
into any honourable arrangement with
them. I have nothing farther to say in
regard to this matter.

TaE PHREMIER (in reply as mover):
In regard to the question before the
House, I would like to say it was a
matter of urgency, for the simple reason
that it is being moved in three different
Parliaments in the Commonwealth, and
it is essential that the resolutions shall
be transmitted to the Prime Minister so
that they can be dealt with at a very
early date in the Oommonwealth Parlia-
ment.

MEL. DAGLIsH: Why did you not say
so at once ?

TEE PREMIER: As members are
aware, there is every likelihood of that
Parliament being prorogued within the
next month or two. In answer to what
the hon, member has said in regard to
honourable treatment, I can only say
that as far as the, Government are con-
cerned they are desirous to extend every
consideration to members on the oppo-
site side of the 'House, and they have
endeavoured to do that in a fair and
impartial wanner. No one can accuse
me of having been during my political]
career any other than a fair opponent.
I was on the Opposition side of the
Hfouse when the hon. member sat on this
side, and when the member for Subiaco,
who was the Leader of the Government
at that time, thanked members on the

Oppositi neh for the consideration
they haid. always given to him and his
Government when in power. Members
knew very well that the parties were
very equally divided, and very often
the7 members on the Opposition side
afforded the Government every support
they possibly could. As far as I per-

sonally was concerned as a private
member, I assisted that Government to
a, very large extent. I served on one

1 or two select committees, and was
Ichairman of a, board of inquiry, and
II think it is ver 'y unjust of the hon.
member to accuse this side of the
House of being guilty of unfairness.
The hon. member refers, I take it, to the
appointment to-night of a select corm-
mittee. It is questionable whether the
rule should always be followed that
because a miember on one side of the
House moves for a select committee,
three members of that commnittee must
necessarily be selected from his side of
the House.

M-x. BATH: i t is a practice that has
always been adopted.

THE PREMIER: Some consideration
must be given to members on the other
side. If there were only six members in
Opposition, I take it that three uiein ers
of a select committee ought not to he
chosen from the Opposition side. Had
the Government wished to hurk inquiryj,
they could have objected altogether to
the select committee.

311. BATHa: That would have been
much better.

TnsR PREMIER: -EIon. memubers are
quite satisfied that any committee of
which the member for Leonora (Mr.
Ly-nch) is chairman will be a fair aind
impartial tribunal; and it is a pity that
the Leader of the Opposition does not in
some respects copy that hon. member.
In conclusion, I can but say I regret
exceedingly that the Leader of the
Oppositi on has thought fit to make such

iefetion. I think that on calmer con-
sideration he will recognise that the
Government desires only to deal out fair-
play from this side of the House; and I
hope that the hon. member, in his
capacity of leader of his party, will meet
me in the same spirit.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at three minutes

past 12 o'clock (midnight), until Thurs-
day afternoon.
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